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Pope’s illness: The Turkish man

‘who shot Pope John Paul I in 1981 re-

leased a cryptic statement Thursday

wishing the hospitalized pontiff a

speedy recovery and urging him to tell the
world that its end was near.

Mehmet Ali Agca was extradited to Tur-
key in 2000 after serving almost 20 years in
Ttaly for the May 13, 1981, shooting of the
pope in St. Peter’s Square. Agca fired two
shots, one of which hit the pope in the abdo-
men as he rode through the square in an
open car.

Mauritania coup trial: A court in Maurita-
nia ended a mass coup trial on Thursday,
condemning the alleged mastermind of
three failed coup attempts and three others
to life in prison but passing down no death
sentences.

Three main opposition leaders were ac-
quitted, including Mohamed Khouna Ould
Haidalla, a former military dictator who
overthrew current President Maaoya
Sid’Ahmed Ould Taya two decades ago and
lost a presidential race against him in 2003.

Communist symbols ban: A group of con-
servative European Union lawmakers from
eastern Europe called Thursday for a ban
on communist symbols, including the red
star and the hammer and sickle, to match a
proposed EU ban on the Nazi swastika.

The group from Estonia, Lithuania, Slova-
kia, Hungary, and the Czech Republics said
the communist symbols should be included
in any ban because of the suffering caused
by Soviet-backed regimes in eastern Eu-
rope.

Serb war crimes: A top Serbian general
indicted for war crimes in Kosovo flew
Thursday to the Netherlands to surrender to
a U.N. tribunal there in response to intense
Western pressure.

Gen. Vladimir Lazarevic, one of four com-
manders indicted for alleged atrocities by
Serbian troops during the 1998-99 crack-
down against separatist Kosovo Albanians,
boarded a government-provided flight to
The Hague, his lawyer said.

Philippines kidnapping: A Muslim extrem-
ist has been arrested for the alleged abduc-
tion of 20 people in the Philippines, including
three Americans, and for the suspected in-
volvement in an attack that killed more than
50 Filipinos, officials said Thursday.

Aminul Jimlani, a suspected member of
the extremist Abu Sayyaf group, was arrest-
ed Tuesday after days of surveillance by
Philippine intelligence agents, said Police
Superintendent Felixberto Candado.

Jimlani was wanted in connection with
the kidnapping of 20 people from the Dos
Palmas resort in May 2001, and a 1995 rebel
assault on Ipil town in Zamboanga Sibugay
province.

U.N. oil-for-food report: Former U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve chairman Paul Volcker says
his investigation of corruption in the
oil-for-food program in Iraq found that pro-
gram director Benon Sevan engaged in “an
irreconcilable conflict of interest” by choos-

Palestinian prisoner release: An elite unit of the Palestinian Police trains in the West Bank
city of Ramallah on Thursday. Israeli Cabinet ministers on Thursday approved the release of
900 Palestinian prisoners and a military pullout from the West Bank town of Jericho within
days, in overtures ahead of next week’s Mideast summit.

ing the companies that bought Saddam Hus-
sein’s oil.

Volcker’s first report, as outlined by an of-
ficial close to the investigation and by Volck-
er himself in an op-ed article in Thursday’s
Wall Street Journal, found the $60 billion
program “tainted” from top to bottom.

Ukraine PM hearing postponed: Parlia-
ment in Kiev, Ukraine, postponed a confir-
‘mation hearing Thuraday on Yulia Tymosh-
enko's nomination as prime minister, as be-

by 2,108 votes.

Boat sinking investigation: A crab boat
that sank in the Bering Sea last month was
carrying too much weight and the captain
had a history of overloading the vessel, ac-
cording to Coast Guard investigators in An-
chorage, Alaska.

Five men on board the Big Valley died
Jan. 15, the opening day of the opilio crab
season, when the vessel sank 70 miles west
of St. Paul Island, one of the Pribilof Islands.

over
who would fill the Cabinet of Ukraine’s new
President Viktor Yushchenko.

Adam Martinyk, deputy parliament speak-
er, said lawmakers would reconvene on Fri-
day. He cited “heated consultations” as the
cause of the delay, but did not elaborate.

States

Rudolph bombing case: Pieces of the
bomb that killed a police officer outside an
Alabama abortion clinic matched a detona-
tor described in an explosives book ordered
by bombing suspect Eric Rudolph, prosecu-
tors say.

The government also says a handwriting
expert matched Rudolph’s handwriting to
cryptic notes jotted in his Bible, which in-
cluded the words “eye for eye” and “Chris-
tian Soldiers requirement.”

Mayor’s re-election upheld: A state judge
upheld the re-election of San Diego Mayor
Dick Murphy, rejecting arguments that elec-
tion officials improperly excluded thou-
sands of write-in ballots for his closest chal-
lenger.

Superior Court Judge Michael Brenner
heard arguments by supporters of Donna
Frye, a maverick city councilwoman, that
the San Diego County registrar of voters
should have counted 5,551 ballots, which
could have tipped the election. Murphy won

said they cannot conclude
that overloading caused the sinking.

Blake trial testimony: When Robert
Blake’s wife was slain, detectives searching
her living quarters found foot lockers
crammed with letters from “customers” of
her mail-order sex scam but decided not to
investigate most of them, the lead detective
on the case testified.

Ronald Ito testified in Los Angeles
‘Wednesday that he decided to leave behind
most of the letters, which were later discov-
ered by Blake's first attorney, Harland
Braun, who publicly revealed them and de-
livered them to police. Braun contended
any of the men bilked by Bonny Lee Bakley
could be suspects in her murder.

Church abuse trial: The defense for a de-
frocked priest accused of child rape amount-
ed to a sole witness: a psychologist who dis-
cussed how some repressed memories are
really false ones.

Dr. Elizabeth Loftus, a psychologist from
the University of California at Irvine, testi-
fied that her research shows implanted
ideas or suggestions can end up being be-
lieved as real by people.

The case against Shanley hinges on one
man who contends he was repeatedly sexu-
ally abused by Shanley, his parish priest,
when he was child.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Gls learn how to face enemy hand-to-hand

Babenhausen hosts jujitsu instructors

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

BABENHAUSEN, Germany —
It took only one trip to Iraq to
make it clear to the 1st Battalion,
27th Field Artillery Reglmem
that weapons are not always the
best tool in a fight.

tight spaces, face to face
with an enemy, a soldier might
not be able to raise his 3-foot-1

one way the Army ignites a “war-
rior ethos” throughout its ranks.

Gracie's style of jujitsu is about
knowing how to subdue an oppo-
nent effectively, without the use
of excessive force.

Rorion and his son, Ryron Gra-
cie, (pronounced the Brazilian
way, with the beginning “R” mak-
ing an “H” sound,) tag-teamed to
show troops that in most situa-

6 rifle fast enough. So he
defensive tactics and

d combat techniques
to get the upper hand.

’s the message brought to
some of the regiment’s troops by
the Gracie family.

grappling Gracies are
known worldwide for bringing
thelr style uf Bmzl].\an qusu m

ont

no-| holds barred ﬁghls at the Uln-
mate Fighting Championships.
That reputation prompted the Ba-
benhausen troops to tap the Gra-
cies for a
‘weeklong
training
course.

The goal
was to train
the trainers,
S0 1-27th
troops could

“It’s amaz-
ing to be
‘working
with these guys. It’s a real honor,”
said Spc. Michael Leonhardy,
who was one of 30 troops selected
from the four batteries to train
with the Gracie father-and-son
team, who came from their Los
Angeles academy.

“This is definitely something
T'll be able to teach troops in the

actually help
when deployed. It’s amazing to be
learning techniques that I could
have used in situations I encoun-
tered in Iraq. This is completely
worthwhile,” Leonhardy said.

This is the first time the Gracie
family has taught in Germany,
butit’s not the first time the
has tapped the family for self- de-
fense training.

About 12 years ago, Rorion Gra-
cie said, he taught infantrymen
with the 2nd Ranger Battalion out
of Fort Lewis, Wash. Today, he
said, this style of self-defense is

4|
Rorion Gracie

tions

strength. About 90 percent of
close-quarter combat could be
handled by a soldier subduing his
enemy, without ever having to
raise his weapon, they said.

Rorion Gracie said he tells his
students to assume their enemies
will always be bigger and stron-
ger. That way, they are trained to
take anyone down.

“Soldiers could find themselves
in situations where they may
have to use lethal force one mo-
ment and the next moment re-
straint. This training helps them
avoid accusations that they used
more force than necessary,” Rori-
on Gracie said. All they need is
proper self-defense training, he

“I think these soldiers are
doing wonderful. It’s a new con-
cept for them, but it’s applicable
to their job. The weapon is a great
tool, but without self-confidence,
which this training instills, they
could end up being a quick trig-
ger,” Rorion Gracie said.

Maj. Will Daniel, commander
of the 1-27’s Battery A, found the
Gracie academy military training
online. The course is called
G.R.AP.LE. — or Gracie Resist-
ing Attack Procedures for Law
Enforcement.

he applications of
G.R.AP.LE. techniques are both
humane and lethal, depending on
the circumstances, according to
the Web site. After seeing the
Web site, Daniel contacted the
academy and invited them to Ger-
many.

Ryron Gracie, who has never
taught outside the States, said he
was impressed at how quickly the
Babenhausen troops picked up
the defensive tactics and ar-
rest-and-control procedures.

“We review every day and then
we add another piece to the puz-
zle to make the training easy to
learn and complete. It’s all about
repetition and doing it right and
these guys are doing wonderful-

Soldiers of the 1st Battalit

)
Germany on Wednesday. Rorion Gracie, of Gracie Jiu-

.
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

jujitsu moves at the gym in Babenhausen,
u Academy and Ultimate Fighting Champio:

ship
fame, and his son Ryron, at center in gray shirt, have been teaching soldiers hand-to-hand combat this week.

Training in martial arts
key to Marine boot camp

Staff Sgt. Clifford Hartley has
Staff Sgt. Larry Grijalva in a head-
lock as they lean a jujitsu move.

ly,” said Ryron Gracie, 23. He is
the oldest of six brothers and
three sisters, who all teach at the
Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Academy.

Rorion Gracie suggests mili-
tary units using the G.RAP.LE.
techniques take a refresher
course every six months to en-
sure proper performance.

For more information on Gra-
cie jujitsu and the Gracie family,
g0 to www.gracieacademy.com.
E-mail Jessica Inigoat:

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — Marines are masters of
some of the world’s most lethal
weapons.

But they also know how to take
an enemy out with their hands be-
cause of a robust martial arts
training regiment.

Martial art self-defense train-
ing is nothing new to the Corps.

Every Marine who goes
through boot camp learns
hand-to-hand combat skills that
blend knife and bayonet fighting
mixed in with some Brazilian jujit-
su and judo. Since the Corps es-
tablished a standardized training
program in 2002, Marines have
been expected to keep up the
skills throughout their career.
Units have their own instructors
to help sustain proficiency.

Staff Sgt. Christopher Brown, a
black belt instructor with the
Rota-based Marine Corps Securi-
ty Force Company Europe, said
Marines by and large love the pro-
gram and the chance to learn new

“It’s something they look for-
ward to,” Brown said.

The Corps’ martial arts train-
ing, however, includes more than
just ways to take out an enemy.
The program emphasizes the
mental aspects of what the Ma-
nnes call a “professional war-

M hstructors preach the impor-
tance of good character, disci-
pline and the ability to know
when to use force and when not to
use force.

“There’s a lot more that goes
into it that people who see us prac-
tice don’t see,” Brown said.

Every Marine who comes out
of boot camp rises to the level of a
tan belt, which is the first of five
levels of training. However, they
have the opportunity to rise to a
black belt throughout their time
in the Corps.

In Rota, Marines practice an av-
erage of two to three hours, two
or three times a week, Bmwn
said. The company
eight instructors to help the 184
Marines maintain their skills or
jump to another level.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

MATTHEW ACOSTA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army
Soldiers watch a movie after the dedication ceremony for the Morale, Welfare and
Recreation movie theater at Forward Operating Base Warhorse in Bagouba, Iraq.

duty.

The base’s Morale, Welfare and Recreation
team opened the Faulkenburg Theater on
Jan. 25 in memory of Command Sgt. Maj.
Steven Faulkenburg, 45, who was shot and
killed by insurgents Nov. 9 during the battle
for Fallujah, according to a news release
from the Tikrit-based Task Force Danger.

Iraq base theater dedicated
to fallen soldier from Vilseck

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

Soldiers from the 1st Infantry Division’s
3rd Brigade last week dedicated the newly
opened movie theater at Forward Operating

se Warhorse in Bagouba, Iraq, to a com-
mand sergeant major who died in the line of

ny.

The 154-seat theater will be open seven
days a week, with four movie showings daily,
the release said.

Department of Defense contractor KBR
built the theater in 75 days, the release said.
It also can be used for live performances,
briefings or large meetings.

Faulkenburg, of Huntingburg, Ind., had
been the senior enlisted soldier in the 1st ID’s
2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment.

He left behind a wife and three daughters
at the unit’s home base in Vilseck, Germa-

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Lakenheath commissary near completion

Official anticipates $12 million renovation to be done by summer

RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes
Danielle Coberg prepares a sandwich at the Laken-
heath commissary bakery at RAF Lakenheath,
England. The commissary renovation is expected
to be completed this summer.

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

RAF LAKENHEATH, England —
The renovation of the commissary at
RAF Lakenheath should be complete
this summer, more than two years after
it began and a few months behind sched-
ule.

Maureen 0’Connor, the store direc-
tor, said the delay is a result of trying to
increase the size of the store by half
while remaining open for customers.

During each phase of the effort to in-
crease the store from about 19,000
square feet to 30,000 square feet, she
said, “we had to make sure we were
meeting the needs of the customer.”

She has evidence to show that’s hap-
pened. She said customer service sur-
veys done twice since the renovation
began in the spring of 2003 have shown
an increase in customer satisfaction de-
spite the inconvenience of the ongoing
work.

Sharryl Whitley, deputy store direc-
tor, said the greatest challenge to the

store staff has been “keeping the cus-
tomers happy.”

She said that as the store shifted its
products from time to time to make way
for the workers, customers wondered,
“Where’s the peanut butter and jelly
today?”

“We make sure we have adequate
staff on the floor to help the customer,”
Whitley said.

O’Connor said the current date for
completion is this month, but that won’t
be met. She said she simply says “sum-
mer” when asked for a completion date.
The cost of the renovation is in excess of
$12 million.

Once complete, the store will main-
tain the same number of items - about
10,000 — but will have more shopping
space. Shelves and coolers will require
less restocking through the shopping
day.

The coolers and freezers have been in-
adequate, she said.

“Right now, we have to restock all day
long,” she said.

The renovated store will have enough

space to require one stocking before the
store opens in the morning, freemg
workers for other tasks, she sai

Other improvements will be a larger
bakery and deli. A pasta bar will also be
open with tables for people to have
lunch while shopping. A larger parking
lot may be open next week.

Already the produce department has
doubled in size, she said, and has in-
creased sales by about 17 percent even
during the renovation, earning it an
honor from the Defense Commissary
Agency as the best produce department
in a large overseas store.

The store also has opened a handful of
machines for self-checking, allowing
customers to scan and bag their own
items and pay without using a cashier.

O’Connor said the Lakenheath com-
missary is the second largest in Europe,
behind the one at Ramstein Air Base,
Germany. The Lakenheath store does a
bit less than $30 million of business
each year now, but she expects to top
that mark annually when the work is
complete.

E-mail Ron Jensen
jensenr@mail.es

Ramstein High School enforces
strict dress code for students

BY RUSS RIZZ0
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany — Teachers at
Ramstein High School may reach a whole new level
of “uncool” in the eyes of students when the suspend-
ers and jumbo T-shirts come out.

To counter teen fashion trends they deem unfit
for class, teachers will begin slapping suspenders on
boys with pants that hang too low and large T-shirts
on girls who show off too much skin.

Principal Barbara Ferg-Carter special-ordered
the new fashion adjusters, which will read: “I sup-
port Ramstein High School’s dress code.” They
have not arrived yet.

The new approach to enforcing dress norms is
part of a larger effort by Ferg-Carter to counteract a
growing problem in her school: Students are more
disrespectful than ever before, she said.

Ferg-Carter is alarmed by bad language that ech-
oes through school hallways, stories of students
mouthing off to adults and incidents of theft that
have become more common recently, she said.

In years past, teachers were lenient with students
who used bad language, Ferg-Carter said.

“I might have said something like, ‘T hope I didn’t
hear what I think I heard,’ ” said Ferg-Carter, who
sent a letter to parents last month detailing her con-
cerns about student misbehavior. “But now we take
action.”

Parents so far have supported Ferg-Carter in her
efforts, she said. Colleen Paige, who has two chil-
dren attending Ramstein High School, pulled the
principal aside after a town hall meeting Thursday
to thank her for her efforts.

But some students are less appreciative. Students
interviewed during lunchtime Thursday said strict-
er rules are simply compounding the problem.

“The reason kids are rebelling is because we don’t
have any privileges,” said 16-year-old Camille Mar-
tinez, a junior.

Students this year are no longer allowed to listen
to CD players during lunch — lege some stu-
dents said helped keep the halls quiet and calm.
Ferg-Carter said the faculty is reconsidering the
ban.

Department of Defense schools in Europe also
banned smoking sections at all of its schools this
year, a point of friction for some students inter-

who wear shirts like this
cover them with baggy T-s|

viewed Thursday.

And with word coming of the T-shirts for girls
showing off too much skin and suspenders for boys
with sagging pants, some students are already con-

templating rebellion.
“I'll just take suspension,”

day. “I'm not going to wear them.”

Russ RiZz0/Stars and Stripes
Ramstein High School will start making students

ith spaghetti straps —
s. Boys who wear
baggy pants will be made to wear suspenders.

said senior Lavelle
Hines, whose jeans hung well below his waist Thurs-

E-mail Russ Rizzo at: rizzor@mail.estripes.mil

Naval Air Station Sigonella.

Sigonella awaits St. Agatha parade
.

e
SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes

The streets of Catania, Italy, are lit and decorated for the annual festi-
val honoring its patron saint, St. Agatha. The festival, held the first
week of February, culminates with an enourous parade on Feb. 5,
which this year falls on Saturday. Streets adorned with decorative
lights mark the path in which volunteers, often Catholic Church altar
boys, will carry the statue of St. Agatha on Saturday. Catania is near
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Gl to get posthumous Medal of Honor

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — A soldier
credited with saving dozens of lives by
beating back an Iraqi attack before he was
killed will receive the first Medal of Honor
of the Iraq war, according to the officer
who nominated him.

Sgt. 1st Class Paul R. Smith, 33, of the
Tampa Bay area, was killed in action when
his outnumbered unit was attacked by
Iraqi forces at the Baghdad airport on
April 4, 2003.

Lt. Col. Thomas Smith on Tuesday noti-
fied the soldier’s wife, Birgit, that Presi-
dent Bush would present the nation’s high-
est military award to her and their chil-
dren, Jessica, 18, and David, 10, at a White
House ceremony, possibly in March.

&k People know that to get a Medal of Honor,
you have to be a special person or do something
really great.¥y

No official announcement had been
made by the Pentagon as of Wednesday.
“This is a guy whose whole life experi-
ence seemed building toward putting him
in the position where he could something
like this,” said Thomas Smith, who is not re-
lated to the fallen soldier.
“He was demanding on his soldiers all
the time and was a stickler for all the

Birgit Smith
soldier's wife

things we &ry to enforce. It’s just an amaz-
ing story.”

Paul Smith, with Bravo Company of the
11th Engineer Battalion from Fort Stewart,
Ga., was helping build a holding pen for a
growing number of prisoners when he
climbed aboard an armored personnel car-
rier and manned its .50-caliber machine
gun to cover for fellow troops.

Smith fired more than 300 rounds and
the ceramic breast plate in his flak jacket
was shattered as he took return fire from
automatic weapons and rocket-propelled
grenades.

He was the only American who died in
the attacl
“People know what he’s done,” Smith’s
wife said.

“People know that to get a Medal of
Honor, you have to be a special person or
do something really great.”

Since the Civil War, 3,439 men and one
‘woman have received the Medal of Honor,
awarded for bravery “above and beyond
the call of duty.”

It was last presented to two soldiers
killed in Somalia during action described
in Ihe book and movie “Black Hawk

own.

Widows testify about
death-benefit problems

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Too often,
casualty assistance officers don’t
have the financial and technical
information families need when a
servicemember is killed, a panel
of military widows told Congress
on Thursday.

“My assistance officer did the
absolute best he could to help me,
but he was not educated in the
things that came after the funer-
al; things like insurance, social se-
curity, benefits available for my
children,” said Tiffany Petty,
whose husband Jerrick was killed
in a December 2003 firefight out-
side of Mosul.

“The soldiers who were with my
husband in Iraq were the ones
who got me a military ID card,”
Petty said. She said those soldiers
also “were there when I needed
someone to talk to, when I needed
to hear things about his service.”
Petty and other widows were on
hand to testify before the Senate
Veterans Affairs committee about
the shortcomings in military death
benefits, and ways to ease the bu-
reaucratic hurdles families face
after a servicemember’s death.

rs of the National Mili-
tary Families Association and the
Gold Star Wives of America com-
plained about i i ies with

Jennifer McCollum, whose hus-
band Dan was killed in a plane
crash in Pakistan in January 2002,
told senators her medical cover-
age has been disrupted twice over
the last three years and she was
never informed about financial
and legal support services.

At one point, she moved from
Florida to California to be closer
to an available military treatment
facility, only to find out a few
months later she could no longer
use those medical services.

“Tam discovering that casualty
assistance is increasingly failin;
miserably and disgracefully,” she
said. “Successful assistance is not
the rule; it is quite the exception.”

Committee members said they
are focused on not only improv-
ing the compensation side of mili-
tary death benefits — several
voiced support for increases in
the death gratuity proposed by
the Pentagon earlier in the week
— but also on ensuring families’
emotional needs.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
said he would like to see those ca-
sualty assistance responsibilities
referred in part to civilian counse-
lors, who could provide more con-
sistency than the ever-mobile ac-
tive-duty personnel. Widows at

hearing also voiced support
for supplymg more comprehen-
on college tu-

medical coverage, confusing dead-
lines to switch insurance policies
and a lack of resources for survi-
vors to answer their questions.

luon tax issues and family coun-
selmg services.

E-mail Leo Shane at:
Shanel@erpos osdmil

Courtesy to Stars and Stripes

Tiffany Petty, left, whose husband Jerrick was killed while serving in
Iraq, and Jennifer McCollum, whose husband Dan died in a Marine
plane crash in Pakistan, testified before the Senate Veterans Affairs
committee Thursday about problems receiving military death benefits.

KRISTEN CHANDLER TOTH/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Sgt. Robert Schwarz, a friend of Sgt. William Kinzer, touches the memorial and remembers his fallen
comrade at a service for Kinzer on Wednesday at Ledward Barracks in Schweinfurt, Germany. Schwarz and
Kinzer served together in Schweinfurt and in Iraq.

Family, friends recall 1-4 Cav GI

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

SCHWEINFURT, Germany —
Sgt. William Scott Kinzer Jr.
could count the days.

In barely a month, his unit
would fly home to Germany. In
less than two months, he would
marry his fiancée, Melissa Milks,
in Hendersonville, N.C.

It wasn’t to be.

Kinzer, 27, of the 1st Infantry
Division’s 1st Squadron, 4th Cav-
alry Regiment, died Jan. 26 in Ad
Duluiyah, Iraq, just east of Samar-
ra, when a rocket-propelled gre-
nade struck his Humvee.

Many friends and fellow sol-
diers already home from Iraq
gathered at an Army chapel in
Schweinfurt in Kinzer’s memory
Wednesday, two days after his
comrades at Forward Operating
Base MacKenzie mourned him in
Trag.

“He was the type of person who
was always there to lend a hand,”
said Pfc. Stephen Bouldrey, who
served with him, at the MacKen-
zie service, “a person you could
count on in battle and never
worry if he had your back.”

Kinzer grew up in the small
town of Salem, S.C. He attended

high school at Fletcher Academy,
a Seventh Day Adventist board-
ing school near Asheville, N.C.,
where he was a gymnast and one
of 23 in the graduating clas:
cording to the Asheville Citi-
zen-Times newspaper.

Kinzer enlisted in the Army
March 20, 2001. He trained as a
cavalry scout and was assigned to
Troop B of the 1-4 Cavalry in Sch-
weinfurt later that year.

Last spring, Kinzer deployed to
Iraq with his unit. A few months
ago, after completing 200 logisti-
cal supply missions with Troop B,
he transferred to the 1-4 Caval-
ry’s headquarters troop to be-
come a Humvee driver and gun-
ner for the unit’s noncommis-
sioned officer-in-charge, 1st Sgt.
Brent Jurgersen.

On Jan. 26, Kinzer stood in the
turret of Jurgersen’s Humvee be-
hind his M240B machine gun,
part of a patrol inspecting polling
places for the elections that
would be held four days later,
said Capt. Jeff Paine, the troop
commander.

As the patrol passed through an
alley, Paine said, two insurgents
jumped out and fired RPGs at Ju-
rgersen’s trail vehicle. Kinzer
died instantly, and the other three
soldiers were injured.

“Freedom requires men like
Sgt. William Scott Kinzer,” said
Lt. Col. Jim Chevallier, the 1-4
Cavalry commander, at the
MacKenzie service, “a man who
voluntarily served his nation in a
time of war and always per-
formed his duty, full well know-
ing the potential cost.”

Kinzer’s death hit the 1-4 Caval-
ry especially hard. It came one
day after the unit's advance party
flew home to a joyous reunion
with families in Schweinfurt, her-
alding the return of the rest of the
unit in a few weeks. He was the
10th 1-4 Cavalry trooper killed in
action.

“It caught us all off guard. We
didn’t see it coming,” said Capt.
Gary Fisher, the battalion’s chap-
lain, in his memorial meditation.
“The news of the dead and the
wounded spread through the task
force, snapping everyone back to
the sober reality that you're not
out of here until you're out of
here.”

Kinzer is survived by his par-
ents, William and Debra Kinzer;
sters, Patricia and Katie,
and his fiancée. He was posthu-
mously awarded the Bronze Star
and the Purple Heart.

E-mail Steve Liewer
Liewers@mail.estri
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General under fire for Afghanistan comments

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Marine Corps Commandant
chastised but also defended one of his top commanders
after video surfaced on NBC of the three-star general pub-
licly saying it “it’s fun to shoot some people.”

“Actually, it’s a lot of fun to fight. You know, it's a hell of
a hoot. I like brawling,” Lt. Gen. James Mattis told a gath-
ering in San Diego during a panel discussion at the Con-
vention Center there Wednesday.

Mattis, a veteran of operations in Afghanistan, more re-
cently led thousands of Marines into combat in Iraq as the
commander of 1st Marine Division.

He’s currently the head of the corps’ Combat Develop-
‘ment Command at Quantico, Va.

“You go into Afghanistan, you got guys who slap women
around for five years because they didn’t wear a veil,” Mat-
tis continued, according to the Web site of NBC’s local affil-

iate in San Diego. “You know, guys
like that ain’t got no manhood left any-
way. So it's a hell of a lot of fun to
shoot them.”

Marine Commandant Gen. Mike
Hagee responded Mattis’ comments
Thursday, saying he wished Mattis
had been more careful with his com-
ments.

“I have him

“Throughout our history, Marines have given their lives
in the defense of this nation and human rights around the
globe,” continued Hagee.

“When necessary, this commitment helps to provide us
the fortitude to take the lives of those who oppress others
or threaten this nation’s security. This is not something we
relish, yet we accept it as a reality in our profession of
arms.”

Hagee gave no indication that Mattis would suffer any

his remarks and he agrees he should
have chosen his words more careful-
ly,” reads Hagee’s statement.

At the same time, however, Hagee defended his general.

“While I understand that some people may take issue
with the comments made by him, I also know he intended
to reflect the unfortunate and harsh realities of war. Lt.
Gen. Mattis often speaks with a great deal of candor,”
wrote Hagee.

“Lt. Gen. Mattis is a superb leader and one of the Corps
most courageous and experienced warriors. I remain con-
fident that he will continue to serve this nation with dedica-
tion and distinction.”

Mattis was attending a panel discussion on lessons
learned from Afghanistan and Iraq sponsored by the
Armed Forces Communication and Electronics Associa-
tion, according to Capt. Jeff Landis, a Quantico spokesman.

E-mail Jon Anderson at: andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Pentagon drops plan to keep reservists active longer

BY MARK MAZZETTI

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Facing political pres-
sure from members of Congress, the Pen-
tagon has dropped consideration of a plan
to increase the time reservists can spend
on active duty, senior Defense officials
said Wednesday.

Straining to meet upcoming troop needs
in Iraq and Afghanistan, top Army gener-
als had indicated recently that they would
press the Defense Department’s civilian
leadership to lift a two-year limit on ac-
tive-duty deployments for reservists. But
the Pentagon’s top civilian official in
charge of personnel issues said Wednes-
day that the policy would not change.

“There are no plans to expand the mobi-

lization period to a policy of 24 consecu-
tive months,” Undersecretary of Defense
David 8.C. Chu testified before the House
Armed Services Committee.

In an interview after the hearing, Chu
said that members of Congress told the Pen-
tagon that such a change in policy would
meet strong resistance on Capitol Hill.

Over the past year, lawmakers in both
political parties have criticized Pentagon
decisions to keep troops in the military
after their commitments expire and to ex-
tend the deployments of troops in Iraq.
Such moves amount to a “backdoor draft,”
they said.

A Pentagon policy enacted after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks limits the time that
reservists and National Guard members
can serve on active duty to 24 cumulative

months. Some in the Army, including
Army Reserve chief Lt. Gen. James R.
Helmly, pressed for
the policy to change
lhalto 24

Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Richard
Cody said the military would be able to re-
place troops scheduled in Iraq beginning
this fall, “but it will be painful,” he said.

onths which
would allow reserv-
ists to serve multiple
two-year stints.

‘With nearly 50 per-
cent of the U.S. force
in Iraq comprising re-
servists, Army offi-
cials are struggling to
find enough soldiers
to fill out units for the
next rotation of troops beginning this fall,
a process known within the Pentagon as
“Operation Iraqi Freedom 4.”

A
Helmly

In arecent 0 Army lead-
ers, Helmly said that of the 205,000 sol-
diers on the Army Reserve’s rolls, only
about 37,500 were available to fulfill mis-
sions needed for Iraq.

The Reserve forces, Helmly wrote,
“were rapidly degenerating into a broken
force.”

But at Wednesday’s hearing, Chu took
issue with the numbers cited by Helmly,
saying that the available pool of reservists
was higher. Helmly did not count reserv-
ists currently training to be deployed or
those who have served six months or less
since the Sept. 11 attacks, Chu said.

Getting in their heads: Fake insurgents flght real ones in Iraq

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Soldiers from
the 1st Battalion, 509th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment have
more experience attacking Amer-
ican troops than most Iraqi insur-
gents do.

When not in Iraq with the 10th
Mountain Division, the 509th sol-
diers play enemy troops at the
Joint Readiness Training Center
at Fort Polk, La., providing realis-
tic training on insurgent tactics
for units deploying there, said 1st
Lt. R. Dennis Eller, Company B
executive officer.

“We play Iraqi citizens,” he
said. “We occupy a village and
hang out ... and set up [insur-
gent] cells in the village.”

Once they’re out in the Louisi-
ana wilderness, the 509th will
spend 10 days attacking Ameri-
can troops with simulated mor-
tars, gunfire and roadside
‘bombs, giving them a concentrat-
ed, but harmless, version of what
they’ll face in Iraq.

The units try to counter the

PPHOTOS BY JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes
Soldiers from Company A, 1st Battalion, 509th Parachute Infantry Regiment stop during a patrol through
Abu Ghraib’s market recently. They are, from left, Sgt. Joel Fredrickson, 1st Lt. Omar Minott, Spc. Luis
Chavira and Cpl. Christopher Culler. The unit’s members, who are fighting insurgents in the town, play insur-
gents themselves when they’re back at their home base of Fort Polk, La.

them is where we’d place them,”
he said. “[We'll say] ‘Ooh, that
looks like a good spot for an IED.”
We'll go and there’s an IED
there. That's happened a couple
of times.”

Their training and experience
isn’t foolproof, however. One of
Company A’s soldiers was recent-
ly killed by a roadside bomb in
the company’s Abu Ghraib patrol
sector.

But the two companies patrol
some of the toughest parts in
their battalion’s sector. For Com-
pany A, it's in downtown Abu Gh-
raib; Company B’s area is just
north of Baghdad’s Haifa Street,
the scene of many recent fights.

“We've been on their asses
pretty tough,” said Company A’s
Staff Sgt. Brian Morris about the
insurgents.

When the companies head
back to Fort Polk in the next few
months, they'll bring back a first-
hand understanding of how the
Iraqi insurgent operates. This is
the largest deployment of the
509th’s soldiers since World War
II

“We'll be able to give them the

509th’s actions with everything
from combat operations and civil
affairs projects to getting the
local religious leader on their
side. The imam is played by the
battalion’s chaplain.

The 509th has assumed the
role of the opposing forces for
many major U.S. deployments,

such as to Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Kosovo.

Soldiers from both Company A
and Company B say their experi-
ence as insurgents has helped
them on their deployment to

Irag.
“It helps tremendously,” said
Eller.

During his first patrol, he ex-
plained, they came across a
house that they were told had pre-
viously held weapons caches.
When 509th soldiers searched it
themselves, they came across
four more caches.

“It looked like the type of stuff
we'd do,” Eller explained.

Spc. Michael Hickok of Compa-
ny A said they've been able to
find more roadside bombs —
called IEDs by soldiers — and
weapons caches than many other
units because of their experience
at Fort Polk.

“The spots where they place

most accurate representation of
what the Iraqi theater looks like,”
said Eller about units deploying
through JRTC. “If's going to be
great for ... units coming through
because they’ll get a level of train-
ing they’ve never had before.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes.

The final dnys of carnival in Germany got under way Tl’llllsﬂﬂy, wlth the tra nal “Welberhslnachl," or

of the end of the crazy days. Although it is the women's big day to celebrate, men are welcome as wel
Mainz’s carnival celebrations culminate on Monday with the giant Rosenmontag parade.

old

A snarling dragon leads
a palace through the
0ld Town section of
Dietfurt, Germany,
home of an unusual
version of the traditional
Fasching festivities, the
Chinese Fasching.

A truly multicultural
event, the parade
Thursday featured
American Indians,
Arabs, a group of Irish
singers and people
dressed as members of
the band Kiss,

among others.

BEN MURRAY/Stars and Stripes

Marines’ recruitment
falls short, report says

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — For the first
time in nearly a decade, the Ma-
rine Corps in January missed its
monthly recruiting goal, The New
York Times reported Thursday.

The Marines missed their Janu-
ary goal of 3,270 recruits by 84 peo-
ple, or less than 3 percent. The Ma-
rines last missed a monthly goal in
July 1995, and 1995 was also the
last full year the Corps fell short of
its annual recruiting quota, Maj.
Dave Griesmer, a spokesman for
the Marine Corps Recruiting Com-
mand, told the Times.

Struggles of the Army and its
reserves to recruit and retain sol-
diers have received national at-
tention in recent months.

Senior Marine personnel offi-
cials told the Times that one
month is hardly a trend and that

the Marine Corps is slightly
ahead of pace for the fiscal year
beginning last October and fully
expects to meet their overall goal
for the year.

Senior officers acknowledge
that the drop in January — and
close calls in November and De-
cember — could be linked to the
widely publicized risks in Iraq.

Even as the Marine Corps
strains to meet its recruiting tar-
gets, the Air Force and Navy are
flush with recruits.

“It's not surprising that the
Navy and Air Force would be
doing just fine,” said Richard H.
Kohn, a military historian at the
University of North Carolina.
“Kids getting a start in the mili-
tary will migrate to the physically
safer services, and it seems to
them that they’ll get more techni-
cal training there.”

Military bans soldiers from
village near base in Turkey

The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — The U.S.
military has banned its personnel
from going to bars, restaurants and
shops located immediately outside
an air base that it uses in southern
Turkey amid security concerns
after a bomb was found nearby,
the military said Thursday.

The bomb, containing 11
pounds of explosives, was safely
defused at a disco near the en-
trance of Incirlik air base late
Tuesday, according to Turkish
media reports. Some 1,400 U.S.
troops are based at Incirlik as
part of a NATO mission.

In response to the discovery,
the U.S. military has banned its

personnel from going to a strip of
souvenir shops, restaurants and
bars located just outside the base.

“Incirlik village and the alley
will be off limits until further no-
tice,” according to a U.S. military
statement.

Similar precautions have been
taken repeatedly in the past, and
soldiers are still allowed to travel
to other areas not in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the base.

On Thursday, the semiofficial
Anatolia news agency reported a
man and woman suspected of
planting the bomb were seen with
another bag in their possession,
raising fears that that there co

be a second bomb. A spokesman
for the local governor’s office was
not available for comment.
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Attacks

BY JASON KEYSER
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD —  Insurgents
struck back with a vengeance fol-
lowing a post-election lull, killing
at least 26 Iraqis and two Marines
in new attacks, and the first par-
tial election results, released
Thursday, showed the Shiite cler-
ic-endorsed ticket running strong
as expected.

The partial results came from
1.6 million votes counted so far in
Baghdad and five others of Iraq’s
18 provinces. The United Iraqi Al-
liance, which is backed by the
country’s most influential Shiite
cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sis-
tani, had 1.1 million votes, and the
list led by interim Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi’s list was second
with more than 360,500 votes.

The figures showed the alli-
ance leading over Allawi in all
six provinces but were too small
to indicate a national trend. The
results came from 25 percent of
the votes cast in Baghdad and
partial counts from ﬁve sm»

leave

Insurgents had eased up on at-
tacks following the elections,
when American and Iraqi forces
imposed sweeping security mea-
sures. But starting Wednesday
night, guerrillas launched a
string of dramatic attacks.

In the deadliest incident, insur-
gents stopped a minibus south of
Kirkuk, ordered army recruits off
the vehicle and gunned down 12
of them, said Maj. Gen. Anwar

ere
the Alliance had been expected
to do well.

The commission has said it
could take up to seven to 10 days
from Sunday’s election to pro-
duce full official results. So far,
tallies from 10 percent of the
country’s polling stations have
been counted, it said.

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

Amin. Two soldiers
were allowed to go free, ordered
by the rebels to warn others
against joining Iraq’s U.S.-backed
security forces, he said.

The assailants identified them-
selves as members of Takfir wa
Hijra, the name of an Islamic
group that emerged in the 1960s
in Egypt, rejecting society as cor-

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you do and want to show you

thar they care. To see the actions and

of support from these groups and individuals from

all across America, visit wwwistripes.com.

“This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to say..

AMERIUA SU

FORTS YOU

An Iraqi girl is
treated
Thursday by a
U.S. Army
soldier after a
car bomb
targeting a Army
convoy
exploded,
‘causing minor
injuries to two
soldiers and six
children in
Mosul, Iraq.

13

rupt and seeking to establish a
utopian Islamic community.

Elsewhere, gunmen fired on a
vehicle carrying Iragi contrac-
tors Thursday to jobs at a U.S. mil-
itary base in Bagouba north of the
capital, killing two people, offi-
cials said.

A suicide car bomber struck a
foreign convoy escorted by mili-
tary Humvees on Baghdad’s dan-
gerous airport road Thursday,
destroying several vehicles and
damaging a house, Iraqi police
said. Helicopters were seen evac-
uating some casualties, witness-
es said. There was no immediate
comment from the U.S. military.

Car bombs also targeted a
house used by U.S. military snip-
ers in Qaim, near the Syrian bor-
der, a U.S. convoy in Mosul and

26 Iragis, 2 Marines dead

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,437 members of the U.S. mili
tary have died since the begi
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,100
died as a result of hostile action,
the Defense Department said.

The AP count includes four
military civilians and is one
higher than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Wednesday.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W A Marine was killed in ac-
tion Wednesday in Anbar prov-
ince.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B Army Staff Sgt. Joseph E.
Rodriguez, 25, Las Cruces,
N.M;; killed Friday in Baghdad
‘when an explosive struck his ar-
mored vehicle; assigned to the

8th Engineer Battalion, 1st Cav-
alry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

W Army Spc Lyle W. Rymer
II, 24, Fort Smith, Ark.; killed
l’-‘nday in hostile action in Bagh-
dad; assigned to the Army Na-
tional Guard’s 239th Engineer
Company, 39th Infantry Bri-
gade, Booneville, Ark.

L} civilian Barbara
Heald, 60 Falls Church, Va,;
killed Saturday in Baghdad
‘when a mortar hit the Republic
National Palace; worked for Ar-
my’s Project and Contracting Of-

ice,

Killed Mondav in hostile ac-
tion in Babil province; assigned
to the 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division,
II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.:

W Marine Lance Cpl. Jason C.
Redifer, 19, Stuarts Draft, Va.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Harry R.
Swain IV, 21, Cumberland, N.J.

W Marine Cpl Chnstopher E.
Zimny, 27, Glenview, I1L.

British troops in the southern city
of Basra. Two soldiers were
wounded in the Mosul blast. Scat-
tered clashes erupted between
US. troops and insurgents in
Mosul throughout the day, and an
anti-tank mine struck a U.S. Stryk-

er armored vehicle, but there was
no word on casualties.

Both Marines were killed in
clashes Wednesday in Anbar
province, which includes such res-
tive cities and towns as Ramadi,
Fallujah and Qaim.

Please visit the siceat
www.stripes.comn and click on the
America Supports You button po view |
the messages of support and o
submir your own thank you notes
as well!
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IN THE STATES

Bush shares
vision, but
will people
invest in it?

BY RON FOURNIER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush is drawing a long
gray line through the baby
boom generation, hoping to
keep the oldest at bay and the
‘youngest at his side as he pur-
sues drastic changes to Social

Security.
Bush
said in
his State

have a message for evexy
American who is 55 years or
older: Do not let anyone mis-
lead you. For you, the Social Se-
curity system will not change.”

But it will change dramatical-
ly for people under S, if the
president gets his way: Benefit
cuts, increasing the retirement
age and discouraging the early
collection of retirement checks
are all on the table.

While urging Congress to
create private ac-

Bush pushes Socia

BY DAVID EspPo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Trying to build pressure
on a wary Congress, President Bush cam-
paigned Thursday for changes in Social Secu-
rity that would combine reduced government
benefits for younger workers with “a chance
to build a nest egg” through personal ac-
counts.

“We must make Social Security permanent-
ly sound, not leave that task for another day,”
Bush told lawmakers in a State of the Union
address Wednesday night that elicited ap-
plause from Republicans and audible grum-
bles from Democrats in the audience.

With success in Congress far from assured,
the president boarded Air Force One for a
two-day, five-state trip to sell his program.

Each state he visits is represented in the
Senate by at least one Democrat the adminis-
tration hopes to sway on Social Security.

Bush’s first stop was North Dakota, which
he won heavily in last fall’s election. Even so,
early indications were not so positive this
time.

Other Democrats said Bush’s program
could reduce guaranteed government bene-
fits for younger Americans by 40 percent.

Bush offered no information on that point
Wednesday night as he outlined his plans in
broad strokes. Aides said that by leaving many
key details vague, he intended to give GOP
congressional leaders room to piece together

counts for Social Security
taxes, he told the under-55 set,

“Your money grow over
time, at a greater rate than any-
thing the current system can
deliver.”

Bush can’t guarantee mar-
ket-based private accounts
will always yield better rates
than the current program, but
that might not matter to young
and middle-aged Americans
who have long assumed Social
Security would sputter before
they grew old.

People under S5 are general-
ly more savvy about invest-
ments than their parents and
grandparents who were raised
during the Depression and con-
sider Social Security a birth-
right. A recent Democratic
poll found that nearly
two-thirds of people under SO
believe that Social Security
will pay lower or no benefits
when they retire.

Independent pollsters with
the Pew Research Center
found that 58 percent of people
18-54 support private invest-
ment accounts. Among those 55
and older, only 45 percent do.

Bush sought to keep the

I

t can a majority.

He laid down a few markers, though, saying
he will not agree to increase payroll taxes and
wants provisions to keep lower-income Ameri-
cans above the poverty line during retire-
ment.

“We must guarantee that there is no
change” in current or promised benefits for
anyone age 55 and older, he said in a move to

ition from older

| Security reform

President Bush concludes his annual State of the Union speech before a joint session of Con-
gress in Washington, on Wednesday. Vice President Dick Cheney, left, and Speaker of the

House of Representatives Dennis Hastert, R-1Il.,

In a S3-minute speech, Bush also blended
the conservative with the compassionate, and
gave no ground on his policy on the war in
Iraq in which more than 1,400 American forc-
es have died.

He renewed his call for a conslllullundl
amendment banning gay marriage, and an
nounced an increase in the use of DNA evi-
dence to prevent wrongful convictions.

In an echo of his inaugural address pledge
to promote freedom overseas, he called on the
government of Iran to “end its support for ter-
ror. And to the Iranian people, I say tonight:
As you stand for your own liberty, America
stands with you.”

applaud in the background.

The longest applause was when Bush recog-
nized Janet and Bill Norwood, the parents Ma-
rine Sgt. Byron Norwood of Pflugerville,
Texas, who was killed in the assault of Fallu-
jah. In an emotional and symbolic moment,
Mrs. Norwood and Safia Taleb al-Suhail, lead-
er of the Iragi Women’s Political Council, held
each other in a long embrace. The Iraqi
woman had evoked her own protracted ap-
plause earlier when she stood and saluted Con-
gress with an ink-stained finger and V-for-vic-
tory sign after the president had introduced
her as a symbol of millions of Iragis who
voted in a free election for the first time last
Sunday.

Details on Bush trip to Europe to be announced

German  Chancellor

Gerhard

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany —
During Valentine’s Day week, the
White House is expected to an-
nounce the agenda for President
Bush’s upcoming visit to Germa-
ny.

Until now, the United States
hasn’t announced details of his
trip to Germany on Feb. 23, which
newspapers here have claimed
could include stops to visit troops
in Wiesbaden or at Ramstein Air
Base.

A at the National

young and d on his
side by appealing to thelr paren-
and material instincts.
“You'll be able to pass along the
money that accumulates in
your personal account, if you
wish, to your children and
grandchildren,” he said.

There are troubling signs for
Bush. A recent GOP poll found
that sentiment swings against
personal  accounts  when
near-retirees are exposed to a
series of common arguments
for and against Bush’s plan.

Young voters and near-retir-
ees may be less receptive
when they learn the details of
Bush’s plan: a big reduction in
benefits for young workers
when they retire, larger still if
they choose to establish a per-
sonal account.

Secunty Council in Washmgton,
aid the new national securi-
ty advlser Stephen J. Hadley,
would announce further details
during the week of Feb. 14.

Germany has announced that
the visit will include a meeting in
Mainz. In a prepared statement,
the German government listed as
topics the fight against internation-
al terrorism, the plight of Afghani-
stan and Iraq, as well as the Asian
tsunami disaster.

A Maj. Mike Indovina,
spokesman for the 1st Armored Di-
vision in Wiesbaden, said soldiers
would be excited to see the presi-
dent, but the only news he had
were media reports.

The situation was much the
same at the headquarters of U.S.

Air Forces in Europe at Ramstein.
Capt. Chris Watt, a spokesman
there, said he had only read news
reports that the air base was listed
as an alternate site where Bush
might address troops.

The White House first an-
nounced the trip Dec. 21. The re-
lease said Bush would meet with

Schroeder after meeting with lead-
ers of NATO and the European
Union. He would later travel to
the Slovak Republic and also meet
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

According to a transcript, White
House spokesman Scott McClel-

The Welcome to Europe Guide will be inserted into
the Stars & Stripes on the following dates and arcas.

January 28
Benelux
Heidelberg
Mannheim

Stut
Kaiserslautern

January 29
Darmstadt
‘Wiesbaden

lan said the meetings would “un-
derscore the president’s commi
‘ment to building on our shared val-
ues of freedom, democracy and
human rights, and to work closely
with European allies and friends
on the 2lst century challenges
that we face together.”

E-mail Ward Sanders¢
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

You may also contact ACS,
Family Services, USQ or relacation centers thraughout Europe

STARSNHSTRIFES.

Hometown Newspaner




Friday, February 4, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 11

Terror-funding jury hears surveillance tape

Yemeni sheik met with FBI posing as militants in German hotel

AP
Yemeni Sheik Mohammed Ali Hasan
al-Moayad boasts of his ties to Osama bin
Laden and Palestinian militant leaders on
surveillance tapes played Tuesday in feder-
al court in Brooklyn, N.Y.

BY MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A Yemeni sheik was re-
corded tutoring his personal assistant
about code words for weapons and ammu-
nition on secret surveillance tapes that be-
came the centerpiece of a high-profile ter-
ror funding trial.

Sheik Mohammed Ali Hasan al-] Moayad
told his assistant, Mohses

the bakery want ... they're waiting for ...
what you call it? Peels. They want peels for
the dough,’ ” al-Moayad said.

The two men were recorded after they
met in a German hotel with two FBI infor-
mants posing as militant Islamists seeking
help in donating $2.5 million to Hamas and
al-Qaida. The four men discussed splitting
the money between the terrorist groups
and al-Moayad’s charities in Yemen.

Yahya Zayed, that if Zayed wanled to buy
ammunition he could say, “By God Sheik
Mohammed, we wish to buy corn. The corn
is running low. Should we buy it or what?”
For weapons, al-Moayad told Zayed he
could use the word “peels,” a type of tool
used in their charity bakery in Yemen, ac-
cording to a government translation of the
Arabic conversation played for jurors
Wednesday in federal court in Brooklyn.
“For example if they want, uh, weapons,
‘By God Sheik Mohammed, the workers at

s describe al-Moayad as a
longtime supporter of Osama bin Laden
and Palestinian militant groups. Defense
lawyers argue that al-Moayad and Zayed
were dazzled by the promise of funding for
their charities and said what they believed
the informants wanted to hear about funnel-
ing funds to terrorists.

Beyond the corn and peels discussion,
the surveillance recordings detailed what
appeared to be elaborate plans to conceal
the movement of the informants’ funds into
Yemen.

Al-Moayad also told the informants
about his role as president of the Yemeni
chapter of the Al-Agsa Charitable Organi-
zation, which the government contends is a
front for Palestinian terrorists. And he de-
scribed his friendship with the assistant of
a radical cleric from Qatar who terrorism
experts have said condoned attacks on
Americans and Jews.

Al-Moayad’s words may counter the de-
fense argument that he had no involve-
ment with terrorism before he was en-
trapped by the government informants.

The sheik also describes a relationship
with bin Laden that endured beyond the
Saudi militant’s battles with Russian
troops in Afghanistan. Jurors on Tuesday
heard a tape in which al-Moayad portrayed
his relationship with bin Laden as limited
to the 1980s.

“The Afghani jihad was over,” al-Moay-
ad said on a tape played Wednesday. “We
take money from our leaders and deliver it
there to him.”

Tobacco lawsuit

INDEPENDENCE, Mo. — A
jury has awarded the family of
a woman who smoked for near-
ly 50 years more than $20 mil-
lion in a wrongful death law-
suit against the maker of Kool
cigarettes.

The Jackson County, Mo.,
jury awarded the family of Bar-
bara Smith the punitive damag-
es Wednesday.

Cancer study

NEW YORK — A one-time
treatment that uses a hom-
ing-device drug to zap cancer
cells with radiation made a
deadly lymphoma disappear
in three out of four patients,
many for nearly eight years, re-
searchers report.

While the results were de-
scribed as promising, it’s not
known yet whether the novel
approach will be superior to
the standard early treatments
used for a slow-growing but in-
curable type of non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma.

Hasty Pudding honor

monitors Wednesday as the deci
Reserve raised interest rates for the sixth time since last June.

Workers in the Credit Suisse First Boston booth on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange watch TV
n of the Federal Reserve Board interest rates is announced. The Federal

Lawsuit-
limits bill
pushes
forward

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Republi-
can drive to curb big class-action
lawsuits, a top priority of Presi-
dent Bush and the business com-
munity, appears unstoppable un-
less backers themselves fiddle
too much with a carefully
wrought compromise.

‘With enough Senate Democrats
agreeing to a GOP-approved com-
promise to overcome filibuster
threats and with enough House
Republicans ready to back a
White House-approved bill, the
legislation seems to be on a fast
track.

Senators who support the bill

AP

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Hol-
lywood stars Catherine
Zeta-Jones and Tim Robbins
will be this year’s recipients of
the annual Hasty Pudding
awards.

The awards, announced
Wednesday, are given to per-
formers who have made a “last-
ing and impressive contribu-
tion to the world of entertain

cals, the oldest undergraduate
drama troupe in the United
States.

Viagra coverage

WASHINGTON — Sexual
performance drugs such as Vi-
agra will be covered in Medi-
care’s new prescription drug
program.

The new prescription cover-
age begins next Jan. 1 and is
expected to cost more than
8500 billion over the next de-
cade.

From wire reports

Fed nudges up interest rates

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 1It's six
down and seven to go. Or maybe
only three more interest-rate in-
creases, depending on which fore-
caster you talk to.

While there was a great deal of
unanimity among economists con-
cerning the Fed’s first six increas-
es, there is a split over how much
higher Federal Reserve Chair-
man Alan Greenspan and his col-
leagues will drive rates in their
quest to find neutral. That is the
point where interest rates are nei-
ther stimulating the economy nor
slowing it down.

The Fed on raised

Inching up

The Fed raised the target for
the federal funds rate by one-
quarter percentage point on
Wednesday.

7 percent

Federal funds
rate target

2001 2002 2003 2004 05

the target for the federal funds
rate by one-quarter of a percent-
age point, to 2.5 percent. It was
the sixth such increase since last
summer. The rate is the interest
that banks charge each other and
is the Fed’s main lever for influ-
encing economic activity.

Banks' prime lending rate,

Source: The Federal Reserve Board AP

which moves in lockstep with the
federal funds rate, rose another
quarter point with Wednesday’s
Fed rate increase, to 5.5 percent.
While the prime rate, used for
many short-term consumer and
business loans, is up from a

46-year low of 4 percent, it still is
at an attractive level for borrow-
ers.

The federal funds rate is more
than double the 1 percent funds
rate in effect before the Fed start-
ed tightening rates last June, but
2.5 percent s still low by historical
standards.

Given the low level at which the
Fed started raising interest rates,
the increases haven't begun to
pinch borrowers very much.

Some economists believe that
three more rate hikes by the Fed,
pushing the federal funds rate to

.25 percent, will accomplish the
goal of the rate neither stimulating
the economy nor slowing it down.

But other analysts are forecast-
ing that the Fed will keep up its
credit tightening for the entire
year, until the funds rate hits 4.25
percent in December.

Economists said there was noth-
ing in a brief statement released
after the Fed’s two-day meeting to
suggest that policy-makers will ei-
ther speed up or slow down their
rate-raising campaign.

say greedy lawyers make more
money from class-action lawsuits
than the actual victims and that at-
torneys sometimes threaten com-
panies with lawsuits just to extort
quick financial settlements.

The Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee was starting to consider the
legislation Thursday.

Opponents of e bill, which
would shunt the majority of
class-action suits to federal in-
stead of state courts, said it was
aimed at helping businesses es-
cape multimillion-dollar judg-
ments for their wrongdoing and
hurting the lawyers who litigate
those cases.

Federal courts are assumed to
be less likely to issue multimil-
lion-dollar verdicts against big
corporations.

Under the Senate proposal, if
fewer than one-third of the plain-
tiffs are from the same state as
the primary defendant, the case
would go to federal court.

The House legislation is retro-
active, which means it would
knock into federal court every
pending case that meets the crite-
ria.
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Lincoln leaves Indonesian waters

WHO: Precautions stopped major outbhreaks

Navy servicemembers gather prior to a farewell
ceremony on board the USS Abraham Lincoln
off Banda Aceh, Indonesia, on Thursday.

BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — The depar-
ture of the USS Abraham Lincoln from Indo-
nesian waters later Thursday marks a major
drawdown of the U.S. military aid effort that
began six days after the Dec. 26, 2004, tsuna-
mi and was the biggest U.S. military operation
in Southeast Asia since the Vietnam War.

Also Thursday, the U.S. aircraft carrier that
led a massive helicopter operation to deliver
life-giving aid to cut-off villages in the early
days of the emergency began steaming away
from the disaster zone.

Helicopters from the ship have flown hun-
dreds of missions delivering food, water and
other aid to remote villages along the devastat-
ed western coast of Sumatra island. U.S. offi-
cials said last month the emergency phase of
the relief effort was ending and that the mili-
tary would gradually withdraw.

About 5,000 U.S. troops will remain in Indo-
nesia after the Lincoln’s departure.

Meanwhile, health officials said precau-
tions at the outset of the tsunami disaster in In-
donesia prevented major outbreaks of infec-
tious diseases as details emerged in India of
nine survivors who spent 38 days in the jungle
before they were rescued.

The top World Health Organization health
crisis official said efforts to combat disease
outbreaks in Sumatra had exceeded his expec-
tations, after the U.N. body had warned of pos-
sible mosquito-and waterborne epidemics in
the region, which is in the grip of the rainy sea-
son.

Although some cases had been reported,

“we have managed to prevent any major dis-
ease outbreak from affecting the tsunami-af-
fected populations,” David Nabarro told re-
porters.

“When this started — the relief effort — I
did not believe that we would succeed in
avoiding outbreaks,” he said. But he warned
that, “We must remain vigilant.”

The death toll from the disaster continued
to rise. Indonesian workers cleaning up de-
bris of the Dec. 26 tsunami found 897 more
bodies, raising the confirmed death toll in that
country to 111,171, the government said
Thursday.

The number of missing remains 127,749,
said the government’s National Disaster Re-
lief Coordinating Board. Most of the missing
are feared dead but can’t be legally declared
such for one year.

The overall death toll ranges from 158,868
to 178,115. The number of missing ranges
from 26,404 to 142,107 — with most presumed
dead.

Oil-for-
food’s
chief
panned

BY EDITH M. LEDERER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — An investiga-
tion of the U.N. oil-for-food pro-
gram accused program chief
Benon Sevan of a “grave con-
flict of interest,” saying his con-
duct in soliciting oil deals was
“ethically improper and seri-
ously undermined the integri-
ty of the United Nations,” ac-
cording to a report released
Thursday.

Despite Sevan’s claims that
he never recommended any oil
companies, the investigation
led by former U.S. Federal Re-
serve Chairman Paul Volcker
concluded that he repeatedly
solicited allocations of oil from
Iraq under the program and
“created a grave and conunu—
ing conflict of interest.”

Volcker also said there is

Vatican: Pope
is improving

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul II's
condition is improving and he has not suf-
fered any more breathing spasms, the Vati-
can said, but the 84-year-old pontiff may
have to spend up to a week in the hospital
to fully recover.

In a sign that the pope’s health had stabi-
lized, papal spokesman Joaquin Navar-
ro-Valls said the Vatican would not issue
another medical bulletin until Friday. The
Holy See has said the pope would spend a
few more days at the Gemelli Polyclinic
hospital.

“The Holy Father’s general and respira-
tory conditions show a positive evolution.
The pope has rested well” with no repeat
of the breathing spasms that sent him to
the hospital Tuesday, Navarro-Valls said.

John Paul was running a slight fever, he
said.

Navarro-Valls did not say exactly how
long the pope would remain hospitalized,
but he told reporters: “In my personal ex-
perience, when I've had the flu, it lasts
seven days or a week — take your pick.”

Rice makes first visit to Europe

Secretary of State hopes to mend relations hurt by Iraq war

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For her symbolic first
trip abroad as the new face of U.S. foreign poli-
cy, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is pay-
ing special attention to European allies who
stuck with the United States through war and
its aftermath in Iraq.

Britain, the staunchest ally on Iraq, is the
first stop. Rice is to meet with Prime Minister
Tony Blair and Foreign Secretary Jack Straw

n Friday. Later in the trip, Rice will call on
Italy and Poland, both countries that sent sig-
nificant numbers of troops to Iraq despite in-
ternal opposition to the war.

She is also offering an olive branch to
France — a critic of the Iraq invasion whose
people remain suspicious of President Bush’s
intentions across the globe — by choosing
Paris as the site of her first major speech on
U.S. goals in Europe and beyond.

Rice will skip Spain, which angered the
United States by pulling its troops out of Iraq
last April, weeks after terrorists bombed
Madrid commuter trains on March 11, killing
191 and wounding more than 1,

Iraq and the strained relations of the recent
past hang over the weeklong trip to Europe

and the Middle East, but Rice will focus on
brighter prospects for Bush’s second term.
Topping the list is the possibility of renewed
peace talks between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. Rice will visit Jerus-
alem and the West Bank
between stops in eight
European capitals and
the Vatican.

Europeans are expect-
ed to watch Rice’s tour
closely for any sign of the
iy y sign of

a
evidence” that selection of the
three U.N. contractors for the
oil-for-food  program
Banque Nationale de Pans,
Saybolt Eastern Hemisphere
BV, and Lloyd’s Register In-
spection Limited — did not con-
form to established financial
and competitive bidding rules.

Pointing to flaws in the audit-
ing of the program, the report
said there was insufficient
funding and staff, poor plan-
ning, and stressed that impor-
tant areas of the oil-for-food
program were never reviewed.
It called for greater transparen-
cy and accountability.

The report said Sevan de-

next move in Irag, as
well as its plans for an-
swering nuclear threats
in Iran and North Korea.
Rice herself will also be
the object of curiosity.

Leaders in Europe will press Rice to send at
least “subtle signals” to Iran that the United
States backs the Europeans’ effort to head off
nuclear weapons development, said John Bru-
ton, head of the European Commission delega-
tion in Washington.

“The United States is not as engaged as we
hoped it might be,” he said, even though “we
want the same outcome.”

Rice

Arrests keep would-be French militants from battle in Iraq |*%

BY PIERRE-ANTOINE SOUCHARD
The Associated Press

PARIS — Thamer Bouchnak and Cherif
Kouachi, two recently arrested 22-year-old
French Muslims, won't be going to Iraq to
fight American troops or to die as martyrs.
Their lawyers say their fast track to the rebel
insurgency dried up days before they were to
leave.

The two were arrested last week by
counter-intelligence agents who dlsmantled
their alleged Iraq connection. The network
had already funneled at least seven people to

Iraq — including three French men who died
there, investigators have said.
Bouchnak was arrested Jan. 24 at Paris’

fles then head for Iraq, according to the law-

yers, Dominique Many and Vincent Ollivier.
Instead, the young men were placed under

i for “criminal con-

Orly airport on his return from a
to Mecca. Kouachi was arrested in a roundup
of 10 other people over two days last week.
The arrests were part of an investigation of
networks funneling combatants from France
to Iraq. Eight people were freed.

Bouchnak and Kouachi, both of North Afri-
can origin, were to leave for Syria last week,
their lawyers said Thursday. The two were to
be met by a 14-year-old, buy Kalashnikov ri-

nection with a terrorist enterprise,” along
with a third man, Farid Benyettou, a
23-year-old who judicial officials claim acted
as the recruiter.

Bouchnak  and  Kouachi  resemble
war-ready Islamic extremists much less than
they do their peers, their lawyers said.

“This is the story of a band of kids. Two or
three act tough, each goes one better and you
can’t turn back,” Ollivier said.

nied any but said
evidence from Iraqi officials
contradicted that. Still, a sum-
mary of the report’s findings
did not accuse Sevan of any
criminal action.

‘The committee said that it in-
vestigated allegations that
Sevan requested oil allocations
from the Iraqi government on
behalf of the African Middle
East Petroleum Co. Ltd. Inc., a
Swiss-based oil trading compa-
ny known as AMEP.

The report said Sevan “was
not forthcoming to the commit-
tee when he denied approach-
ing Iraqi officials and request-
ing oil allocations on behalf of

As for administration of
oil-for-food money, it said that
in general, budgeting, account-

. auditing and administra-
tion was. disciplined but there
were isolated violations.

The interim report did not
address  questions  about
Annan or the employment of
his son, Kojo, by the Swiss com-
pany, Cotecna Inspection SA,
which had a UN. contract to
certify deals under the
oil-for-food program. It said
that topic would be addressed
in another report.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Smokers, pick up your trash

Cigarette smokers are responsible for
the majority of the litter I saw at all the
bases I was at in Kuwait during a
10-month mobilization deployment. This
includes Camp Doha, Camp Arifjan, Camp
Patriot and Camp Spearhead.

I have no problem with people smoking.
They deserve the freedom to smoke, and
I'm sure a lot of smokers do throw away
their butts. But the reality of it is that plen-
ty of soldiers and sailors do not respect
their camp or themselves. It seems to me
that they do not have enough pride in them-
selves to keep their areas clean. They also
don’t seem to have respect for the rules of
the camp. There are plenty of trash cans
available, but these people seem to ignore
them, or they are just too lazy and/or rebel-
lious to properly throw away their butts
and cigarette boxes.

I don’t think these smokers realize that
they anger a lot of us who try to keep our
living environment clean. They do not re-
spect those of us who have to live around
them. I tell those smokers I see to be re-
spectful and pick up after themselves, but
obviously it's going to take more than just
me telling them.

1 joined the military thinking that the
core values (honor, courage and commit-
ment) really meant something to every sol-
dier and sailor. 'm greatly disappointed
that so many smokers out there don’t give
a damn. Even those I've asked to pick up
their trash rarely do, and many give me
some smart-ass comment. Those smokers
are real jerks and they just make all smok-
ers look bad.

Those who read this and smoke, I am
not alone when I say, “Do your part in pick-
ing up after yourself and tell your fellow
smokers to do the same.”

Petty Officer 2nd Class David Blocker
Camp Spearhead, Kuwait

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

CIB should not be for all

I disagree with the letter “All in combat
deserve badge” (Jan. 29), and its claim that
every soldier who is confronted with com-
bat deserves the Combat Infantryman
Badge. You can't be a part-time 11B/C; it
has to be a full-time job. If if were part time,
then CIBs would be passed out like candy.

Yes, this is a different war. But what hap-
pens when you return to the job you held
prior to your deployment? As a soldier we
pick and choose our military occupational
specialty; in some cases we are given it
based on scores from the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery test. I think it
would be unfair to the soldier who serves
day in and day out as an infantryman —
and, most importantly, completes the 13 to
15 weeks of training and has proved himself
to be the best that he can be. The CIB is kind
of like the Ranger tab, but geared for the in-
fantry. Anyone who studies history and sees

where the badge comes from will under-
stand its meaning.

With all that said, I'm proud of the young
men and woman who put themselves in
harm’s way daily. Out of all the wars we
have fought this is a very unique one, but to
have men and woman of this caliber step up
to the plate just makes my heart proud.

Master Sgt. Donald Morris
Hohenfels, Germany

1 for better iers

[The 656th Transportation Company’s
former company commander, Maj. Cathy
Kaus], was simply doing her duty by confis-
cating machinery that was left behind by
U.S. troops to finish her mission and protect
the men and women in her command (“6
GIs court-martialed for taking vehicles in
Kuwait,” article, Dec. 14). This was done on
a daily basis in World War II. Why the
change in attitude now? We were still at war
and anything my tax dollar pays for is to be
used by the U.S. military, not anyone else!

What is sad is the thought that our mili-
tary is supplied by the person who has the
lowest bid. It must be a real relief for these
people to know they are going into war with
the cheapest-made gun possible. My sons
deserve more

Also, if the United States can supply
money and help worldwide, then it should
also be able to provide the military men and
women who need it the protective vests they
have been promised. The average U.S. cou-
ple who watch their children go into the mili-
tary and off to war deserve at least that

This country was made great by the labor
of ordinary men and women doing extraor-
dinary things — whether it was through an
invention or simply doing overtime at an am-
munitions plant or serving in the military.
We can’t all be politicians. Nothing would
ever get done then.

William Rillo
Kettering, Ohio

The day when acrimony

BY MIKE BERLAND
AND DOUG SCHOEN

n a few days, Americans will cele-
brate this country’s 11th national holi-
day — Super Bowl Sunday. In a nation
of highly polarized red states and blue

states, what else do we all join together to

celebrate? Only the Super Bowl can truly
claim to be a uniter, not a divider.

Think about it: The outrage over the
Janet Jackson “wardrobe malfunction” at
last year’s halftime show was not so much
about the partial nudity as about the dese-
cration of what we all think is appropriate to
this national celebration. According to a ran-
dom sample survey of 1,735 Americans we
conducted recently, Americans now treat
Super Bowl Sunday the same way they treat
Christmas or the Fourth of July. They make
plans. They do “something special.” They
spend it with others. In fact, half of all Amer-

Doonesbury

icans would rather go to a Super Bowl party
than a New Year’s Eve party.

And Super Bowl celebrations are no long-
er thrown-together beer-and-pizza bashes.
In a growing trend, half of Americans plan
well ahead for Super Bowl Sunday, usually
before the teams have even been deter-
mined. On average, Super Bowl plans are
made 41 days in advance, our research
shows. (By comparison, New Year's plans
are made 35 days in advance; anniversary
plans are made 30 days in advance; birth-
day plans are made 25 days in advance.)

Why is Super Bowl Sunday so powerful in
our culture? Maybe because Christmas and
Thanksgiving are family holidays, and we
each have our own traditions. Fourth of July
fireworks and parades are celebrated city
by city across the counny But Super Buwl

takes a hike

In the beginning, the Super Bowl was
about a football championship. Now, 2 out of
5 Super Bowl watchers are not even football
fans. Even people who will never watch an-
other game all year will tune in to be part of
this one national event.

The Super Bowl brings together the key
elements of our entertainment culture —
glitz and glamour, the single most anticipat-
ed athletic contest of the year, and super-
star entertainers at halftime. ...

Over a couple of hours in the dead of win-
ter, the Super Bowl offers us community in
real time. Amid challenges around the
globe and partisan hard-lining at home, we
can still count on the fact that George W.
Bush and John Kerry will both be watching
the Super Bowl, participating in a unifying,
uniquely American ritual.

Sunday is uniq
cial event organized around a single stage at
a single time.

Mike Berland and Doug Schoen are partners at the
research company Penn, Schoen and Berland. This
column first appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

With U.S. help, Iraqis voted for their future

BY JOHN HALL
Media General

WASHINGTON

year ago, just before President

Bush delivered his State of the

Union message, the U.S. death toll

from the war in Iraq crept past

500. Now it has surged over the 1,400 mark.

Yet there has been an election and the Ira-
qis, for now, are brimming with euphoria as
they set about the business of forming a new
constitution and trying to lure the sullen
Sunni Muslim minority into a secular gov-
ernment.

The election took place under protection
of a U.S. security force that has grown 20 per-
cent in a year to 150,000. Without that huge,
well-armed force, backed by British and
other international troops, the Iragis proba-
bly would not have been able to vote.

‘A year ago, many Americans still thought
of Iraq as a mop-up operation with the hard-
est fighting behind us. A few roadside
bombs were going off here and there, but it
had become a largely invisible war here.
American troops had captured the big prize
— Saddam Hussein himself — cowering in a
spider hole south of Tikrit only a month be-
fore Bush addressed the nation.

Not many were forecasting that the worst
and cruelest part of the insurgency was
ahead.

The Iragi force being trained to take some
of the load off the Americans and the “coali-
tion of the willing” proved insufficient to po-
lice the major cities of Iraq during the elec-
tion season. At least they could not be
trained in time to do the job themselves or
the insurgents intimidated them and their
families from taking up security roles.

Condoleezza Rice, during Senate confir-
‘mation hearings on her nomination as secre-
tary of state, acknowledged that the adminis-
tration’s estimate of an Iraqi military force
of 120,000 wasn’t realistic. She promised to
return later with a better estimate. She
hasn’t yet.

Still, despite skepticism about the Iragis’
capability to defend and preserve their fledg-
ling democracy, the success of the elections
has created another wave of optimism. It is
the same kind of heady spirit that took hold
after the American “shock and awe” victory
and the fall of Baghdad in the spring of 2003.

Alittle euphoria may be in order now. The
sight of Iraqis defying death threats to go to
the polls has floored skeptics who had been
accustomed to seeing nothing but a fright
show in Iraq.

Even Europeans, with a legitimately elect-
ed government on the verge of being in-
stalled in Irag, are said to be looking more fa-
vorably on finally making a contribution to
Iraqi reconstruction. Bush may have a less
frigid reception when he goes to Europe this
month.

Indeed, it was a rare day for freedom.

Iraqi democrats will be long remembered
for their purple-fingered pluck against ter-
rorists who had dragged their neighbors into
the streets and executed them in full view of
the world just for being election workers or
security workers. Their fingers stained with
ink used to prevent multiple voting and
fraud, they used them as symbols of defi-
ance and honor.

The purples now follow a distinguished
line of company: Poland’s Solidarity move-
ment, Czech and German students who re-
volted against their communist govern-
ments, the Baltic people who literally

formed a human chain of 2 million from
Vilnius to Tallinn to demonstrate their deter-
mination to break out of the Soviet Union;
the yellow-power Manila revolutionaries
who overthrew Ferdinand Marcos and the
orange-jacket victory of Viktor Yushchen-
ko’s pro-Western Ukrainians.

The one difference is that, for the brave
Iraqis, they had 150,000 Americans nearby;
for the others, they were on their own, more
or less.

The American troops and their allies went
to Iraq as part of the war on terrorism and

stayed to make the Iraqi election possible.
The war has been less and less about the
war on terrorism and more and more about
the liberation and democratization of Iraq. It
has become a war about winning freedom
for the families of another nation.

Yet, more than 1,400 Americans have died
in Iraq, more than 900 in the last year.

There are not adequate words to say they
are the real heroes of the Iraq election.

John Hall s the senior Washington correspondent
of Media General News Service.

When robots kill in war,

BY DAVID L. ULIN

ate last week, in a parking lot in
New Jersey, the US. Army un-
veiled what may be the future of
war: 3-foot-tall robotic “soldiers,”
outfitted with tank tracks, night vision and
mounted automatic weapons capable of fir-
ing more than 300 rounds at a burst.

Known as SWORDS (Special Weapons Ob-
servation Reconnaissance Detection Sys-
tems), these battle bots are on the leading
edge of a new kind of warfare, in which — or
so the argument goes — our troops will one
day remain hidden (and, presumably, pro-
tected) while engaging the enemy by remote
control. The Army intends to deploy 18
SWORDS units to Iraq in the spring, mark-
ing the first time robots have been used to
fight and kill human beings one on one.

1If, like me, you grew up on science fiction,
the idea of robot soldiers strikes a chilling
chord. Killer droids, after all, have long been
speculative-universe staples, potent sym-
bols of the dangers of technology, of what
happens when machines go wrong. In Karel
Capek’s 1920 play “R.U.R. (Rossum’s Uni-
versal Robots)” — which introduced “robot”
to the vernacular — automatons rise up to
wipe out the human race. In “Blade Run-
ner,” renegade cyborgs stage a bloody muti-
ny and flee to Earth. Robotic armies ram-
page by the screenful in George Lucas’ “Star
Wars” film

And then of course, there is the “Termina-
tor” series, in which robots designed to look
and smell like people infiltrate human en-
campments to execute rebel leaders without
mercy or remorse. This is the cybernetic fu-
ture at its most apocalyptic: a world in which
our high-tech weapons turn on us, just as we
always feared they would.

The fear resonates. Why else would
SWORDS designers feel to reas-

sure us, as they did last week, that their ro-
bots are not autonomous terminators, but
function only at the command of humans,
who must identify targets via video before
giving the electronic OK to shoot? On a cer-
tain level, the developers of SWORDS make
avalid argument: These are not smart weap-
ons, but surrogates for soldiers in the field.
It's hard to quarrel with any tool that
might make our soldiers safer and, if noth-
ing else, a robot warrior will never have to
worry about inadequate armor or supplies.
Yet something more disturbing is at work,
a sense of willful disassociation, as if, with
enough distance, we might remove our-
selves from what war is. Here too the mili-
tary mimics Hollywood. For “Star Wars,”
it's been reported, storytellers relied on bat-
tle bots to take the blood out of the on-screen
killing and render moral questions moot.

humanity gets no peace

A similar logic fuels the ban on photos of
flag-draped coffins — if we don’t see them,
they’re not there — and it’s no stretch to sug-
gest that SWORDS, and other high-tech
weapons now being developed by the Penta-
gon's Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency, will further sanitize our point of
view

What can’t be sanitized, however, is the ro-
bot’s deadly efficiency; remove the human
from the weapon, and problems like recoil
and breath control are eliminated, allowing
the robot to hit a nickel-sized target at 328
yards. In one test, a SWORDS scored 70 out
of 70 bull’s-eyes.

Thirty or so years ago, the composer John
Cage proposed a different sort of battle strat-
egy: Take the heads of warring nations, give
each a 50-pound sack of horse manure, lock
them in a room, and let them fight it out. It's
a quixotic notion, but at least it takes into ac-

count a human element, the idea that war
cannot be waged without a price.

As for the SWORDS units, what does it
say about us that this is how we use our cre-
ativity — to invent robots that offer more effi-
cient ways to kill? How can we be so discon-
nected that we refer to people as “targets,”
whether they are enemies or civilians, too in-
distinct to identify through the garble of a
video display? Surely we lose something by
all this disengagement.

1t's easy to be ruthless from a distance;
less so when you see the whites of someone’s
eyes. If there’s no potential for human cost,
how do we calculate our humanity, how do
we show anything resembling restraint? And
without restraint, are we even fully human
anymore?

David L. Ulin is the author of “The Myth of Solid
Ground: Earthquakes, Prediction, and the Fault Line
Between Reason and Faith.” This column first
appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Plans can cut
vacation angst

Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal

AKRON, Ohio — Vacations are fun, but scheduling
them often isn’t — even for the smallest of staffs.

How many times have several employees wanted the
same week off in the middle of July? How many times
have employees bought plane tickets and told you about
it just two weeks before takeoff? Or how many times has
an employee tried to pull rank, using his seniority like a
baseball bat? It can get ugly.

“Vacation. It's fraught with peril for managers,” said
Alex Hiam, an author and executive coach with the firm
Insights for Training and Development.

Employers can’t make everybody happy all the time,
but it is possible to minimize anger and resentment
among your staff.

The Key is starting early. Like, now.

“It’s better to argue about it in advance,” Hiam said.

The smallest of businesses tend to schedule vacation
on the fly.

Employees put in requests for time off one by one,
only days before they need it.

This can not only put employers in the lurch, but it can
also put the smooth operation of your business at risk.
And that, Hiam said, should be your first concern.

At Akron City Hospital, that's definitely the case. With
operations 24/7, a certain number of nurses always have
to be on duty.

“Our priority is the safety of the patients,” said Bren-
da Spear, administrative director of patient care servic-
es.

The hospnal is planning its summer vacation schedule
right ne

Nurses are encouraged to submit requests and trade
days among themselves, but the rules for time off are
well known to the 600-member staff.

“We don’t have big, big problems with vacations,”
Spear said.

“The expectations are clear.”

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

KRT
Social worker Sandy Lyon works on charts at the Akron
City Hospital in Ohio last month. To keep the hospital
running smoothly, the vacation policy has been made very
clear to employees.

That type of policy is crucial, echoed Tim Dimoff, pres-
ident of SACS Consulting and Investigative Services Inc.
in Akron.

Employers, large and small, should explain the param-
eters of their vacation pollcles — usually in an employee
handbook and at subsequent meetings.

That policy, for instance, could include restricted
times of year for taking days off. Or it could specify
whether preference is given based on seniority or some
sort of annual rotation.

“It's not bad if there are restrictions and your employ-
ees know about it,” Dimoff said. “Don’t make it a sur-

Beetle buyers,
beware! Better
to be safe than hip

Dear Tom and Ray:

My college roommate, Kathryn, and I are avid fans of
your colnmn and radio show, and now I have a question. T
have always been interested in purchasing a pre-1998

eetle convertible. Is this just a dumb idea, or do you
think I can find a reliable old Beetle that I can love and
take care of? I was wondering if you could give me a few
pointers on what I should look for in an older Beetle and
what to avoid. Thanks! — Charli

RAY: What should you avoid? Well, the first thing that
comes to mind is a pre-1998 Beetle, Charli.

‘TOM: Yeah. I hate to burst your bubble here, but the old

Beetle was a danger- i
Click and Clack

ous little heap. Even
on the day it rolled off
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

the assembly line, it
had

barely any crash protection. So, an older Beetle is not a car
I'd want my college-age daughter driving around in, Char-
1.

RAY: We should explain to everyone else that in the
case of the Beetle, pre-1998 = 1977 or older. The original
Beetle was sold in the United States from 1949 (two were
sold that year) until 1977, when the Beetle was phased out
— its spot in the lineup havmg been usurped by the more
modern VW Rabbit.

TOM: Then in 1998 in a fit of nostalgia, VW introduced
the New Beetle, which looks like the old Beetle but is real-
ly a modern VW Golf with a cuter, rounder body. It has
front-wheel drive, air bags, disc brakes, reinforced doors,
a ventilation system, etc. Basically, it has everything the
old Beetle lacked. If you're going to get a Beetle, I'd strong-
ly suggest that you geta New Beetle.

Y: I know it’s not as cool, or as historic, Charli. But
you're 100 young to have your oblluary read “Crushed by a
Daewoo.”

‘TOM: If you look for a 1998-2000 model, you can certain-
ly find one for less than 10 grand. And if you don’t quite
have that much, isn’t that what student loans — and par-
ents — are for?

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of this
newspaper, or e-mail them by visiting the Car Talk section of
cars.com on the World Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

prise.”
EXCHANGE RATES

rpare in case of audit
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Money tip of the day

Camp, author of “Start with No.”
Research your rights and obliga-
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tions as a taxpayer.

Gather all relevant finan-
cial documents, including those
from your past returns.

W Speak to a tax professional.

Have 2 strategy session with

tax preparer, and if possi-

ble have him or her come with

you to your meeting with the
IRS.

W Talk in person. Many peo-
ple are tempted to try to resolve
the problem over the phone. In-
stead, Camp advises making an
appointment to meet with an
IRS agem face to face. Knowing
who you're dealing with puts
you at an advantage.

W Bring your evidence. Show
materials that support your de-
ductions, such as receipts and
bills.

ills.
WStay collected. Don't let
your emotions get the better of

you.

W Being defensive or angry
with the auditor won't help, and
will definitely hurt. Instead, con-
centrate on the present. Make
the agent do most of the talking,
while you take comprehensive
notes.
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid to Upper 40s. Saturday lows in
the upper 20s to lower 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 40s
to lower 50s. Saturday lows in the
30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 30s. Saturday
lows in the lower 20s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
Upper 405 to/mid 50s. Saturday lows
in the upper 20s to mid

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 40s. Saturday
lows in the lower 20s to lower 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s. Saturday
20s.

lows in the
Hungary: Party coudy. Highs in the
30s.  Saturday lows in the
lower teens.

Northern taly: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 40s to lower 50s. Saturday
lows in the upper 20s to lower 30s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the
upper 40s to lower 50s. Saturday
lows in the 30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 30s. Saturday lows in the
lower

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rain and
snowshowers. Highs in the lower
30s to lower 40s.Saturday lows in
the 20s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs " the
lower 50s to lower 60s. Satu
lows in the 305, but lowier 20s infand

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers and isolated thunderstorms.
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Boys admit plan

SACRAMENTO

Two  16-year-old
boys admitted they planned
a racially motivated Colum-
bine-style massacre of their
fellow high-school students
in a plea deal that sends
them to the county Boys
Ranch for no longer
than a year.

The deal, which was
opposed by the pros- »
ecutor and the moth-
er of one of the black students tar-
geted, means the teens could be
free in as little as four months.

“What message is this sending to
other kids?” said the mother of one
of the students targeted. “I am
happy my child is alive, but there
needs to be more accountability.”

Equipped with hand-drawn
maps of the Laguna Creek High
School  cafeteria, the two
then-15-year-olds planned to set
off bombs and then gun down stu-
dents as they ran from the explo-
sions, court records show.

The boys were arrested in early
February last year after one of
their friends went to police. The

two had not acted on their plans,
but they had attempted to burglar-
ize a sporting goods store that had
firearms.

Supplying volunteers

EAST LANSING — Michi-

gan State University is
ninth-highest in the country this
year of schools supplying volun-
teers to the Peace Corps, with 74
alumni serving as overseas volun-
teers, the Peace Corps says. Since
1961, Michigan State has produced
about 2,000 volunteers.

Deputy AG robbed

TAMPA — A deputy to state

Attorney General Charlie
Crist was beaten and robbed after
calling two escorts to his Tampa
hotel room, police said.

Authorities said Deputy Attor-
ney General John Rimes, 54, was
in town on business and was stay-
ing at the Hilton. “Mr. Rimes had
called an escort service around
10:30 at night,” said police spokes-
‘woman Laura McElroy.

She said two women came to his
hotel room. “A short time later,
there was a knock at the door,”
MCcElroy said. “He looked through
the peephole and saw a
well-dressed man.”

She said Rimes, who works out
of the attorney general’s Tallahas-
see office, opened the door and im-
mediately was pepper-sprayed
and punched in the head several
times. She said the man and the
two escorts then stole about $500
from Rimes and fled.

New high school opens

WARRINGTON — Classes

opened for students at the
new Central Bucks High School
South. Nearly 1,600 students had
been crammed into two other
Bucks County high schools while
the new building was going up. It
cost about $83 million.

Men trading spaces

TAMPA — All Jim Clem-

mer and Jim Allen have in

common is that they both call
Tampa home.

Clemmer lives in Tampa, Kan.,

while Allen lives in a suburb of

Tampa, Fla. Next month, the two

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

men will trade places and discover
the “other” Tampa. The visits
were arranged as part of a contest
sponsored by a Tampa, Fla., radio
station.

Neither man really knows what
to expect on his visit.

“I don’t know what we'll be
doing,” Clemmer said of the trip he
and his wife, Mary, will make to
Florida. “All T know is it ain’t
gonna cost anything.”

For his part, Allen said the idea
of spending a weekend in a “small,
rural Kansas town” was “intrigu-
ing.”

Allen, of Brandon, Fla., won the
radio contest by picking the win-
ning slogan for Tampa, Fla. —
“Paradise Under Construction.”

Clemmer was chosen to go to
Florida because he is mayor of
Tampa, Kan.

Jack Harris, co-host of the sta-
tion that sponsored the contest,
said his stations received several
entries because some Floridians
want to see what life in small-town
Kansas is like.

A smarter school

NEWBURY — The 18th
century boarding school in
this town — Governor Dummer
Academy — wants to change its
name to prevent any smart guys
from making jokes about it.
Headmaster John Doggett said
the “Dummer” name can make a
poor first impression on prospec-
tive students and their parents,
even though it's simply the sur-

City reflected

The Empire State Building is
reflected between pieces of ice in
the Hudson River on the West side
of Manhattan on Tuesday in New
York. Several weeks of extremely
cold temperatures are finally
moderating this week.

name of Massachu-
setts  Gov. William
Dummer, who donat-
ed land to start the
school.
“Rightly or wrongly,
first impressions make a
difference,”  headmaster
John Doggett said. “Cer-
tainly, when you go outside
of the Boston region, the first
impression sometimes doesn’t
convey what the school is all
about.”

Some alumni think it's a
dumb idea.

“It’s a horrible move,” said Tho-
mas Driscoll of Swampscott, a
1978 graduate and football co-cap-
tain who is now the Essex County
Clerk of Courts. “Governor Dum-
mer has such tradition. That’s
what troubles me about this. ... The
name is very special.”

The school decided to change
the name in December after about
2Va years of discussion. The Board
of Trustees, which includes par-
ents and alumni, will vote on a new
name in May.

Jury awards man $15.6M

GLENDALE — A jury has
awarded $15.6 million to a
man whose image was used for
years without his permission on
Taster’s Choice coffee labels.

Russell Christoff, a former
model from Northern California,
posed for a two-hour Nestle photo
shoot in 1986 but figured it was a
bust — until he stumbled across
his likeness on a coffee jar while
shopping at a drug store in 2002.

A legal dispute with Nestle USA
ensued, during which Christoff, 58,
declined the company’s $100,000
settlement offer, and Nestle USA
turned down his offer to to settle
for $8.5 million.

Last week, a Los Angeles County
Superior Court jury ordered Nes-
tle USA to pay Christoff $15.6 mil-
lion for using his likeness without
his permission and profiting from
it. The award includes S percent of
the Glendale-based company’s
profit from Taster’s Choice sales
from 1997 to 2003.

it time, Nestle sold the
freeze-dried coffee with labels fea-
turing Christoff’s face in the Unit-
ed States, Mexico, South Korea,
Japan, Israel and Kuwait. The com-
pany’s Canadian arm started using
his image in 1986.

Static over noise plan

NY NEW YORK — At a hear-

ing on a proposal to quiet
down the Big Apple, Mister Softee
had a frosty response.

James Conway Jr., whose father
started what is now one of the
world’s largest mobile purveyors
of soft-serve ice cream, said such a
plan would silence his trucks’ fa-
miliar jingle and freeze profits.

“The way you knew Mister Soft-
ee was in the neighborhood was
the song. So without the jingle, our
sales will plummet,” Conway said
ata City Council hearing.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is try-
ing to revise the Noise Code in re-
sponse to what has long been the
No. 1 complaint of New York resi-
dents: The city’s too loud.

At the hearing, the proposed revi-
sions ran into a virtual wall of
sound: Nightclub owners were dis-
pleased about the prospect of hav-
ing to turn down their music, res-
taurateurs were worried that their
air conditioners would be too loud,
and construction workers said
they should be able to continue to
pile drive and jackhammer at will.

Golfers at Pacific Grove Municipal

GOlﬁng on the COaSt Golf Course in Pacific Grove, Calif.,
tee off as huge waves crash along the rocks Tuesday.

P Central Columbia's Joey Scheno
Off tO a gea‘t Stal’t dives off the block at the start of the
boy’s 200 IM race during a home meet against Danville on Tuesday in
Lime Ridge, Pa. Scheno would finish the race in first place with a time of
2:07.56.
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Chute! It’s just fun!

A Scottville Elementary School student waits for a ball to drop lhrough Qhe
opening in the top of a parachute being floated over his head by a group of

classmates and parents during an activity night exercise Tuesday night at West Shore Community College near

Ludington, Mich.

H An unidentified man prepares
Car()ll Sel belng I eStOred to move two antique carousel
horses after a news conference Tuesday at the Little Rock, Ark., Zoo. Pat
Chapman of Boca Raton, Fla., an owner of 2004 Kentucky Derby winner
Smarty Jones, donated $10,000 to rehabilitate a carousel horse that will
carry Smarty Jones’ name when the 80-year-old carousel is restored.

Hoping for a hoop

J.R. Mason, 18, takes advantage of
the nice weather to shoot some
hoops late Tuesday in Burlington,
lowa.

Turtle tales to take home

Derby, Kan., sixth-graders, from left, Andrew Freeman, Alex Bush
and Matthew Kelzenberg get up close and personal with a western

Kansas painted turtle. It was part of the JASON Project’s study of the Louisiana wetlands at Wichita State Univer-

sity’s Hughes Metropolitan Complex in Wichita, Kan. The JASON Proje:

s a multi-media science and technology

program for students nationwide, founded by oceanographer Robert Ballard and named by the Greek mythology
character who sailed the seas with his Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece.

No release for woman
SAN RAFAEL — Fried-
erike Kruse claimed to be

driven by a supernatural force

when she butchered a woman in

1990, screaming, “I am the devil,”

as police arrested her.

But the former follower of Bhag-
wan Shree Rajneesh, who has
spent the last 14 years at Napa
State Hospital, sat stoically in a
courtroom as a prosecutor and de-
fense lawyer sparred over whether
she is still a danger to the commu-

nity.

Judge John Stephen Graham of
Marin County Superior Court
praised Kruse, S5, for her pleasant
demeanor and cooperative testimo-
ny, but denied her petition to en-
roll in a San Francisco outpatient
program.

In doing so, he rejected the rec-
ommendations of the state Depart-
ment of Mental Health.

The judge, who has held hear-
ings into Kruse’s mental state
since September, said it would not
be prudent to transfer her from the
state mental hospital to a group
home in San Francisco.

Relief aid questioned

ASHEVILLE —  Rep.

Charles Taylor wants feder-
al officials to explain why eastern
North Carolina got most of the $20
million for Hurricane Frances re-
lief when most of the damage was
in western counties. Taylor said in
aletter to FEMA that he’ll go to the
General Accounting Office or ask
for a formal investigation if he
doesn’t get a satisfactory response.

Did son aid in death?

> HOUSTON — Authorities
scheduled an autopsy Mon-
day to determine whether a man re-
moved a pacemaker from his
85-year-old mother’s chest before
or after she died.
Ann Hunt Donaldson’s death
was reported about 12:30 p.m. Sun-
day

y.

Authorities who arrived at her
home initially thought she died
from natural causes, Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff's Lt. Danny Billingsley
said.

But emergency workers noticed
acut on her chest.

Billingsley said the woman’s
son, James Donaldson, told detec-
tives he removed the pacemaker
after his mother died of natural
causes.

“His excuse for doing it is there
had been this ongoing problem, I
guess you could say dispute, with
the insurance companies and doc-
tors since 1995,” Billingsley said.

James Donaldson, 59, was
charged with tampering with evi-
dence and remains in custody at
Harris County Jail. It was unclear
if he had an attorney yet.

Detectives asked him to produce
the pacemaker, but he didn’t turn
it over.

Store must pay girl $9M

ST. PETERSBURG — Dil-

lard’s department stores
must pay at least $9.4 million to a
girl who lost three fingers when
her hand got stuck in an escalator,
ajury ruled Tuesday.

Attorneys for Kerriana Johnson,
now 7, said Dillard’s managers
knew the escalator was dangerous
and set up a sham company to
make it appear to that

tained.

Kerriana, who was 5 at the time,

lost her fingers as she tried to free
her stuck shoe from the escalator
during a shopping trip with her
mother and two siblings. Jurors
learned that more than 80 people
had gotten shoes or clothing
caught in the down escalator at the
Tyrone Square Mall store since
1998.
Dillard’s ~attorneys ~acknowl-
edged some fault for the escalator,
but argued the accident happened
because the girl’s mother was not
supervising her properly.

The award covers medical ex-
penses, pain and suffering, and
could go even higher after the jury
considers punitive damages. The
girl’s family is seeking at least
$35.8 million.

Long-distance learning
INDIANAPOLIS — An esti-
mated 28,000 Indiana stu-

dents took college classes through

the Internet, cable and DVD in the

2003-04 school year, state educa-

tors said. The state’s seven public

universities and three private col-
leges offer courses through what is
known as distance learning.

Man sentenced to death

cT HARTFORD — Eduardo

Santiago Jr., 25, was sen-
tenced to death by lethal injection
after being convicted of shooting a
‘man in exchange for a broken snow-
‘mobile. Sanuago apologized for
being involved in the December
2000 murder of Joseph Niwinski,
whom he shot in the head as he
slept.

Baxley leads for '06

MOBILE — Lt. Gov. Lucy

Baxley leads former Gov.
Don Siegelman for the 2006 Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomination,
according to a Mobile Regis-
ter-University of South Alabama
poll of 400 likely Democratic vot-
ers. It found Baxley supported by
45 percent, Siegelman by 31 per-
cent.

Boy charged with assault

MILWAUKEE — A

12-year-old boy has been
charged with sexually assaulting a
4-year-old girl in a YMCA.

A delinquency petition filed
Monday in Milwaukee County Chll-
dren’s Court said a
looked at a security monitor Satur-
day afternoon and noticed the al-
leged assault taking place.

The manager ran to the weight
room and saw the boy pulling up
his shorts, the petition said.

The girl said the boy hit her,
pushed her down, kicked her,
pulled at her pants and choked her
with her scarf, according to the pe-
tition.

Most of the seven-minute en-
counter between the unsupervised
children was videotaped by securi-
ty cameras.

The boy appeared Monday be-
fore a Children’s Court judge on
one count of first-degree sexual as-
sault of a child, exposing his geni-
tals, battery and two counts of
lewd and lascivious behavior.

He does not have a record and
will remain in secure detention
until his Feb. 10 hearing. If found
delinquent, he could be sent to a ju-
venile institution for up to two
years, and the orders could be re-
newed until he turns 18.

the escalators were being main-

Stories and photos from wire services



PAGE 20

STARS AND

STRIPES

Friday, February 4, 2005

AmFRTS Tglewalorr Schegnule

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4,

(AFN-FAMILY)

(AFN-EUROPE (AFN-KOREA)

2005

(AFN-PACIFIC)

Movie “Never Say Never: T

Deidre Hall Story” (1995, Dra-

Deidre HaH Dzms\ Hugt

Tie [Dr. PR [Jeopardy!

Headline News

[PGA Golf FBR Open - First
[Round. me the Tournament

h

[30-Minute Meals
[Easy Enteraiming C

Jeopardy!

of Scotsdale in

o eadiine News
[Decorating Cents [ESP

Cyberchase (£

[40) Wovie ¥ ¥ °A Perfect

[CST: Wiami “MIANYC - Non-
Sog"

[Arthur (€ (5:46) Oprah Winfrey SPNews Hardball With Chifs Watihews
3 Reading Raibow [E1 el Eve (35 Guiding Light Advisory Block s Az (980 The Look for Less [Facific Report
S e %% % “Trie The O.C. “The Disance” | The O'Refly Factor SportsCenter [T News Live [The O.C. The Distance”
E Stanley “Daddy Pride” Lies™ (1994) Amo“\d (17) General Hospital [The King of Queens
X Dora the Explorer I a Wme o S’;’;gn‘gf [Headiine News. [Weet Wy Folks "The Bames' _|Primetime Thursday Inside the NFL [That 70s Show ‘Hot Dog___|Wife Swap “GhaniStalione”
:30 _[The Wiggles izl Judge Judy (Gifrends.
200 _[Bob the Bulder Niove 3 4 DE SeT Toay Stper BT s T T Aprenice Fox and Friends College Basketball UCLA a1 _|Charmed “Be CarefulWral You| The Apprentice
[13:30 [DragonTales [ (1957) Spencer Tracy, (CojoTime; Timothy Goebel Washingion State. (Taped) ~ [Witch For*
[74:00 [Biue’s Clues et o o efcen- Pacific Reporl Foxand Friends Ay McBeal What 1T Never _[Paciic Report
:30 _|Barney & Friends (E) lock horns. [The Tonight Show With Jay Do for Love Again® [The Tonight Show With Jay
:00 _|Funnlest Home Videos [(2:59) Movie % ¥ % “Bily _[Teacher's Pet Dog park.(E]_|-eno [American Worning portsCenter [Any Day Now You Promse? T |Leno
:30__|Full House [Bathgate” (1991) Dustin Hoff- |\What's New Scooby-Doo? _|Late Show With David Letter- Promise [Late Show With David Letter-
[16:00 _[Pokémon men. f{ﬁ:gg‘:e'dD;mf:M;: [Ozzy & Drix man [CRI Live Today NFLTotal Access [Third Watch The LosT” man
130 |VerGrORT [Codename: Kids Next Door_|Access Hollywood [Access Hollywood
[ Doug chod v lrdon (] |G Sheen Revealed - eopardy feadiine News SportsCenter Caw & Order Unied” [Headiine News
[The Wild Thomberrys ie Shen [Readiine News [The Late Late Show [The Late Late Show
[The Fairly OddParents ___[Hollywood Backstories __[ESPNews FOX News inside the NFL The Smpsons
Rugrats [Entertamment Tonight [AFN Evening News Dennis Wiler [Everybody Loves Raymond _|Denris Wler
AT Grown Up * "Dude, Where's Wy | The O.C. “The Distance” Primetime Thursday College Basketball Norh Car-| The Amazing Race 6
Dave the Barbarian Car?” (2000) Ashton Kutcher, [Countdown-Olbermann olina State at North Carolina. [Countdown-Ofbermann
Danny Phantom ann Wilam Scot Wite Swap GraniStalon” _|Entertainment Studios.com _|FOK News [Boston Public ‘Chapter Fory- [Entertainment Studios.com
Drake & Josh “Smart Gl ( :38) Mlovie % % * "He Got Five"
[That's So Raven Game” (“393 D'a'“ﬂ) Denzel (The Apprentice [Good Morning America [Studio B With Shepard Smith [The Hot List [Over Alaska [Good Morning America
PR of the Future 2 Aln, A igh- [TS1& 10
Suitched! esranged faher, [Readiine News INFL Cve [Friends
Radio Free Roscoe [The Tonight Show With Jay our Worid With Neil Cavuto [Seinfeld The Raincoats”
[The Cosby Show lovie %% “Fasi Times al _|Leno [Gobi Lester Holt Live [Around the orn [Dally Show-Jon Stewart __[Ocbi
Home Improvement [Ridgemont High” (182) [ Cate Show-Lefterman [Clifford's Puppy Days (EI] [Pardon the Interruption [Blind Date [Ciifford's Puppy Days (€T}
‘SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2005
00:00 [Aaahh! Real Wonsters [T7:00) Wovie %% "Fast__|Late Show-Letterman TATGrownUp _[Headiine News portsCenter Tate Night With Conan Al Grown Up
00:30 _[Rockel Power Times Fmess Hollywood [Powerpuff Gils? INBC Nighly News 0'Brien [Dave the Barbarian
300 | The Fairly OddParents [(12:50) Wovie %% ¥ “Crim- _|NBA Basketball Washinglon _[Danny Phantom [ABC World News Tonight __|NBA Basketball Dals Waver- | The Amazing Race 6 [Danny Phantom
Rugrals son Tide” (1995, Suspense) ~[Wizards at Toronto Raptors ':D,m & Josh "Srai GiT_[CBS Evering Newis atIndiana Pacers. From IDrake & Josh "STar G
Al Grown Up Penzel Wastingon,Ger | [from ar Caneda Cenfre 0 The bummy The NewsHour W im | rsec? echouse n Ind - ogign pupic Cragter Fory- [Tha's So Raven
Dave the Barbarian oronto (Live) [Operation Junkyard (] |Lehrer enapols (L) Five' [Switched!
Danny Phantom Wovie ¥ “Dude, Where's Wy BoingFidey Nttt - Wty & Colres Over Alaska Bosing i g gt~
Drake & Josh “Smart GiT__|Car?” (2000) Ashm Kicher, [ESPNevis cd"ev Cherry it ‘CW Omles [NBA Basketball Houston Eg:z; g:g;y - s‘ookx ggﬂss
[That's So Raven ann THilam [Beyond the Glory Track leg- e Headline News [Rockets at Minnesota Timber- Friends y
Pl of the Future (38 Movie % ¥ “He Got _|end Carl Lewis. (i P oot i Nighty Busiess Report__ /4<%, ;ﬂ]‘;“fjae’)ge‘ Center [Sainfold “The Raneoa |00 o F1om Holywood, Fla
Sesame Street (€] (Game” (1898, Drama) Denzel [Feaiine News Tnside the NFL Tou Dobbs Tonight [ Minneapols (Li [Breathingspace Yoga Tnside the NFL
[Washington, Ray Al\en’ Ahigh- [eesrers [Caribbean Workout |
Barmey & Friends (€] ectange futhr starfaces s o Sime News WWE Raw Tarry King Live portsCenter [Body Shaping WWE Rawr
Blue's Clues Sy’ [Readiine News [Every Woman
Planel's Funniest Animals _[Wovie % % % “Lile Man Tate” [ 001 Feadiine News NewsNight With Aaron Brown NFL Total Access [Beautiul Homes-Estates _|Headine News
[Amazing Animal Videos (1991, Drama) Jodie Foster. A [Ciford's Puppy Days (€] _|Navy/Marine Corps News [Curb Appeal [Navy/Marine Corps News
Lilo & Stitch “Sker” 5‘"9‘[90 nother warts 1 921U AT Grown Up BET Nightly News SportsCenter [Landscapers Challenge __[Radio Free Roscoe
Teamo Supremo (€1 [Dave the Barbarian Tavis Smiley Weekend Warriors [American Adventurer
Static Shock (853 Movie # # "Eraser” _|Danny P Access Hollywood Nightine [PGA Golf FBR Open — Second|Clean House [Access Hollywood
[Winx Club (I} M;m '/:v’::\g[ Pl o [Drake & Josh “Smart Gi | Headline News Round. Em g‘%zg;'szz"';e;‘l
[Teen Titans Betayal” Thaf's So Raven Feadine News i ayer [BEQ With Bobby Flay [Readiine News
Teenage Walant N Tart—|" o= 1o QUIIUmers. — [oheat ESPNens colsdale Atz (Taped) 15 Dy [ESPNews.
Dragonball GT Movie  “Get Over I'__[Focus on the Force George Lopez [The O'Relly Factor SportsCenter [Jackie Colins Presents Holy-|According fo Jim
[Justice League (2001, Comedy) Kirsten Duns!, [American Adventurer Half & Half wood vives. [Half & Half
Teen Kids News (E] Foster, Melissa Sageniler. [ 3ccecs follywood Dateline NBC NFLTve

107 Most Unforgetiable SNL_|CST: Miami “MIAINYC - Nor-
Moments |Stop”

The Leg
n!ys e ot

Kickin' It Latest in music and
trends.

[Trading Space: Boy-Girl [Murder” (1998) Michael Dou-  |\WWE Raw Law & Order ‘Special Victims |CNN Saturday Morning [SportsCenter The Blues Director Martin |Law & Ordev ‘Special Victims

Scout's Safari Diamonds” Q‘?é "f:« Ten :1‘0'5 [naeh\e;fe his Unit “Poisor [Scorsese traces the origins of - [Unit “Poisor
:': ife mur 3

Sunked TV Tangea Wby |- "cered b her [According to Jm Headine News Economy Waich INBA Basketball Fousion [eadine News

[Wild America (:26) Movie * %% "The Firm” [Haf & Half [Saturday Night Live [Rockets at Minnesota Timber- | Burt Wolf: Taste of Freedom _|Saturday Night Live

The Most Extreme “Eaters” (1999, Drama) Tom Cruise,  [GT: Miami “MIAINYC - Nor- NN Saturday Worning From the Target Center [Sp ek Voyager “Parturion”

Gene Hackman. A law-school ~ [Stop® in Minneapolis.
d th te
endary Jour femscine o LW & e Seci Vs Bulls and Bears SportsCenter Ripley's Believe TLor Not

Kickin' It Latest in music and
trends.

Rugrals

Unit Poiscr [Cavuto on Business
Doug Dougs Thanksgving_[Wovie ¥ * % “Dick Tracy” Forbes (College GameDay Fear Factor The Entertainers,
[The Wild Thornberrys (1990, Adventure) Warren Beal-[Navy/Marine Corps News [America’s Black Forum
[The Fairly OddParent ,“‘“Y stepsin W"e”ga"ﬂ' nside the NFL [SportsCenter [CNN Live Saturday [College Basketball Kansas at |What Not fo Wear ichele’ _|SporisCenter

Nebraska. (Live)

) love ¥ Tige G
(2004, Drama) Hayden Panet-
I Pulman

Movie % ¥ * “Kafe &

eopold” (2001, Romance)

og Ryan,HogfJecman, L

[College Basketball ears 10
Be Announced. (Live)

[College Basketball Teams 1o
Be Amnounced. (Live)

[Woman stuck n the 1980s.

[Weekend Live With Tony
|Snow

The Bachelorette [College Basketball Teams fo

Be Announced. (Live)

[Wall Street Journal College Basketball George

Tru Calling "Murder in e

S|

High (1996) Jon Loviz

[Washington. (Live) [Cafe Video Christian music

THovTe TBao0n e (900 | it ko a ey Feadlmne News ashinglon at Temple. (Lve)  [Morgue™
| Rip Torn. A farmer grows bal- . College Basketball Teams (o |Headline News Next at CNN 1-800-Wissing Delusional _|Headline News
oonsin felds. [16) Wovie % % “Who Am _|Be Announced. (Live) four of Power four of Power
X [To Be Announced 12" ( ‘993 Acﬂﬂ"l Jackie Chan, [Celebration of Victory FOX News. College Basketball Cincinnall |Friends [Celebration of Victory
X il Fere. [Coral Ridge Hour et Chariote. (Lve) Seinfeld (Pari2012] [Coral Ridge Hour
[The Simpsons Wovie %% "High School _|College Basketball UCLA al _|Word in the Worid FOX News Word in the World.
—4”9 Simpsons

[The Real Worid
[Punk

[Cafe Video Christian music

« full-service dealership
« tax-free car sales
« grab a great deal!

US Specs and free home shipy

included.

of Cambrai-Fritsch Kas

Phone:

st o

wlarohans 8oy

ok gate Ludwigshohe Strasse 137a 64285 Darmstadt

Prone:aboe osze or 01609848 3360« Fx: OEIGHG010E20 «emal tds@auonaus aese.de
8 56252 Mainz-Kastel

1658 Fax: o1t 3014+ i ae@avionaus Pt

WVOLVO
for life

Wi autohaus haese.de




Friday, February 4, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES -

PAGE 21

FACES

Paris Hilton to host ‘SNL’

Paris Hilton will be the host of this week’s “Saturday
Night Live.”

It will be her first time as host,
NBC said Tuesday. She prevlously
appeared on “SNL” in a
tongue-in-cheek mtervlew with
Jimmy Fallon on the show’s “Week-
end Update” segment.

Hilton is the star of “The Simple
Life” with friend Nicole Richie. The
Fox TV reality series, now in its
third season, features the duo work-
ing in a series of menial jobs.

She also has published a memoir,
“Confessions of an Heiress: A
Tongue-in-Chic Peek Behind the Pose.”

British band Keane will perform as the show’s musical
guest.

Hilton

Orchestra has new chief conductor

Jiri Belohlavek will become chief conductor of the
BBC Symphony Orchestra and David Robertson will be
principal guest conductor, the orchestra announced Tues-

day.

Belohlavek, 58, will be chief conductor designate until
the summer of 2006, when he assumes the chief conduc-
tor post on the first night of the annual Proms concerts.
He succeeds Leonard Slatkin, who was chief conductor
from 2000 until last summer.

Belohlavek was chief conductor of the Prague Sympho-
ny (1977-89), music director of the Czech Philharmonic
(1990-1992) and principal guest conductor of the BBC
Symphony Orchestra (1995-2000). He made his Metropol-
itan Opera debut last month in Janacek’s “Kat’a Kabano-
va” and is to make his Berlin Philharmonic debut next

ear.

Robertson becomes principal guest conductor in Octo-
ber, two months after Jukka-Pekka Saraste’s term ends.

Simmons to promote animal hot line

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals has recruited hip-hop mogul Russell Simmons
to promote a new toll-free hot line
for New Yorkers to report abuse of
animals.

Launched on Tuesday, the cam-
paign will use public service an-
nouncements and print ads featur-
ing Simmons to encourage people to
make anonymous tips to the hot line
— 1-877-THE-ASPCA.

“There is nothing cool about being
cruel to animals,” Simmons said in a
statement. “They have no choice or
voice.”

In 2004, the ASPCA investigated
about 4, 500 reports of animal cruelty citywide, resulting
in 54 arre

Simmons

Pros return in ESPN’s ‘Dream’ show

NBA pros of years past will trade their jerseys for ear
pieces, microphones and a layer of TV makeup when the
third season of ESPN’s “Dream Job” returns.

There will be a special preview episode Feb. 20, and
starting the following Sunday, Dana Barros, Dee Brown,
Matt Bullard, Darryl Dawkins, J.R. Reid and Gerald
‘Wilkins will compete for a one-year NBA studio analyst
contract with ESPN. The finale for the five-week series is
March 27.

“These guys are ready to start a new chapter in their
post-NBA careers,” said Mark Shapiro, ESPN executive
vice president, programming and production. “While
their expertise on the court is without question, making
the jump to the game analyst role will be a challenge that

Alley has fun
with weighty issue

BY ROB OWEN
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

LOS ANGELES
t takes a certain kind of actress to have the security
to put it all out there, especially when the “it” is her
weight.

Kirstie Alley (“Cheers,” “Veronica’s Closet”) has a
background in comedy, which probably helps, but the
level of self-deprecating humor she displays playing

s ¢

requires an entirely different skill set.”

Hosted by Stuart Scott, each hourlong episode will
show the contestants competing in a variety of challenges
meant to test their on-air worthiness. Whether they are
breaking down plays, mastering the telestrator or analyz-
ing game footage, they’ll see if they have what it takes to
relate to viewers.

Guest NBA athletes and personalities will make appear-
ances during the series to participate in mock segments
and scenarios for the contestants.

Stories and photos From The Associated Press

herself in “Fat Actress” (10 p.m.
EST March 7) is startling nonetheless.

“When I was doing ‘Cheers,’ I was hauled in several
times for being too fat,” Alley said at a press conference
this week. “If you'll look back on ‘Cheers,’ I don’t think I
ever got over 135 pounds and I'm 5-foot-8. ... When we
‘wrote this show, I said ... ‘This is the most humlhaung
‘moment of my life. They might need to pad me because
T'm really not that fat.’ But after I saw the first episode, I
was like, ‘Oh, my God, I have the fattest [rear end] in the
world!” I had no idea 1 was that fat. So this is cathartic for
me also.”

Alley, now a Jenny Craig spokeswoman and on one of

their diets, said she topped the scales at 207 pounds and is
now down to 197. Her goal is to reach 140 pounds.

She said only one person warned her about hurting her
career by starring in a series that, at least in part, is about
her weight, but she ignored that advice.

“When you’re honest about something and you find the
humor in something — I mean, I couldn’t have been at-
tacked any more than I was being attacked,” she said of
tabloid reports about her weight gain before “Fat Ac-

“I was under siege 24/7. So it has actually been very
liberating to just decide, you know, there’s got to be
humor in this. ’'m not the only person in the world who
has gotten fat.”

Alley said that after “Veronica’s Closet,” she returned
to a normal life, spending more time with her children.

“I turned into Donna Reed — only she didn’t get fat,”
Alley said.

“I'was cooking all the time. I started having tons of
company again, and I started doing all the things that I
hadn’t been doing when I was doing a series that T dldn‘l
have the time to do. It just sort of crept up on me, I think.

Alley said she’s not concerned about the show becom-
ing less funny if she’s successful in losing weight.

“The show is really more about the state of mind of
‘women and introversions that they experience and how
easy it is to sort of prey upon women and their insecuri-
ties,” she said. “It’s actually more than about just being
fat. If 'm skinny in it, I'm sure I'll have some big disease
on the cover of The Star. And there’s a season [of the

ow].”

Seemingly stranger than Alley’s self-effacing bravery is
it the show’s writer, Brenda Hampton, created The
WB’s “7th Heaven.”

“7th Heaven’ is more the fluke than this,” Hampton
said. “I started in comedy and I wrote half-hour comedy.
«.. My first love is comedy.”

In the premiere episode of “Fat Actress,” Alley begs a
meeting with Jeff Zucker, president of NBC Universal
Television Group. Zucker plays a mean, venal version of
himself who's all smiles to Alley’s face and talks badly
about her weight as soon as she leaves the room.

ey and Hampton liked Zucker’s performance so
much, they've invited him back for a second appearance.

“It’s very real that of course peuple would be social,
give me a hug, ‘Great to see you,’ blah, blah, hlah " Alley
said. “But we know they’re going, ‘She’s [bleeplng] fat.
‘What the hell is this? Why in the hell is she so fat?’ ”
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Horoscope

The abundance (or overabun-
dance!) of Jupiter is featured, as
planets pay tribute to this newly
retrograde luminary. Re-
member: More is not al-
ways what it's cracked up to
be — ask those lottery
winners whose winnings
have brought more loss
than gain. Show the uni-
verse you're a fine candi-
date for luck by being a
good steward of what you
have.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 4). An
open-minded view of the
world attracts new friends,
love and sources of income this
year. This month, you realize how
you were wasting energy by being
‘angry about something you couldn't
change. The next seven weeks are
about getting smarter and prioritizing
better. The feelings you share with a
Leo or Cancer are truly special.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
The day starts out with business as
usual, but stay on the alert. This
afternoon brings the in you've been
waiting for. You've got a ticket to
ride, and the line is short — don't
waste this perfect opportunty.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Everyone is cut out for something
different. Try not to compare your-
self to others now. Here's a better
way to measure: When you're giving
and you don't even realize your
giving, you're on the right track.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Protect yourseff as though you were
a parent protecting a child. Some
information s not worth exposing
yourself to — what you leam could
make you fearful. Then again, what
you're fearful of could make you
leam.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You can focus on what you want to
focus on, but the elephant is stillin
the middle of the room. You may as
well rally the others and see if you
can lure the cumbersome beast to
freedom.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
understand the law of diminishing
returns. A tired scene is now official-

4

Holiday

ly beyond your help. You're not sure
‘where you want to go, but you are
sure it's time for departure. Start
walking, and you'll discover the path.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You may think you need input from
others about what you should do,

. butactually, what you're
Mathis  1ooking for is validation.
= So here itis: You are
totally equipped for life
and will manage obsta-
cles with graceful determi-
nation.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Eat for
good health. When your
body feels terrific, you
have the exira energy to
strive, reach and dream.
Romantically, you're likely
to take on a high-maintenance
‘companion, but you're up to the
challenge.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
There’s something magical about
your time with loved ones. Squeeze
the moments you have together for
all they are worth. When you're fully
present you can force time to move
slowly, but you cannot keep it from
passing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You've leamned much from
your teacher, and it's now time to
assume more authority. Any adjust-
ment you make to your work without
consulting “the master” saves you
money and time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Romance has that capricious
quality that simultaneously iritates
and enthralls you. If you knew what
was coming next, this affair wouldn't
be nearly as fun, now would it?
Surrender to the whimsy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You've fixed your focus on some-
thing more than you think you can
have or be. Go for it anyway. As
your sign mate country singer Garth
Brooks sings, “Heaven is not be-
yond the clouds, its just beyond the
fear.”

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
The plan not only doesn't go down
as you intended; it's practically the
polar opposite of what you were
trying to do. Delight in the contrast.
The stars indicate that this new tum
brings the best possible outcome.

Creators Syndicate
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Across 56 Larry's pal 24 Spelldown
1 Discontinuance 57 Second attempt 26 Albania's capital
6 Spigot 28 Wander off
9 Bleacherites’ cry Down 30 Yea undoer
12 Use 1 Dr. Jekyll's 32 Raised wall of 2
13 Spanish 9-Across? workplace castle
14 Praise in verse 2 Ms. Gardner 33 Phony story
15 Cleopatra’s 3 Sunshade 34 Will Ferrell movie
carrier 4 Portent 36 Vitamin C source
16 Contradiction 5 Song of sorrow 38 Figures (out)
18 Points of view 6 Kansas River city ~ 39 Cheer up
20 Dijon daddy 7 Remark re Yorick 40 Weight
21 Tummy muscles 8 Apiece measurement
23 Tibetan beast 9 Calgary Stampede, 42 Thom in Sgt.
24 Fair e.g. Carter’s side
25 Origin 10 Decorate 45 Walt Kelly comic
27 Promenade 11 Under a bad spell strip
29 He was Doc Ock 17 Poise 46 Nil, to Novotna
in “Spider-Man 20 19 Bolivian city 48 Ritzy rock
31 Big East team 21 Branch 50 Mess up
35 Barbershop need 22 Greet the bad guy 51 Put into words
37 $50, in Answer to Previous Puzzle
“Monopoly”
38 Rot
41 Scott Joplin's style
43 Ump
44 “The Good Earth”
heroine
45 Music-biz bribery
47 Ideal
49 Indulges in
brooding
52 Greek vowel
53 Early bird?
54 “If — Wiz there
was"
55 Congeal
2-4 CRYPTOQUIP
L ECRYK KPUCANVSZVP
QCE VC VQSPZK Z APPKYP,
IRV XCR 'K TSCIZIYX
ULNN VQP TCLAV.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN AN
ASTRONOMER WORKS SOMEWHERE ELSE AT
NIGHT, I TAKE IT HE’S MOONLIGHTING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals S
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Thoughtful rabbi brightens spirits

Dear Abby: Atter reading the
letters about hospital gowns, T
thought I'd share my story. I am
arabbi. When I first trained as a
chaplain, I was taught to make
my hospital rounds in full dress
— wearing a suit and tie, with
my jacket buttoned. However,
one day a patient ex-
pressed that although she
needed to talk to me, she
felt terribly uncomfort-
able lying there “in a
hospital gown with her
tuchas sticking out”
while I sat there in a
three-piece suit.

1 stood up, told her I'd
be back in a moment,
went to the nurse’s sta-
tion and got a hospital
gown. I took off my suit,
donned the gown over
my briefs and T-shirt, and head-
ed straight back to the patient’s
room. The minute she saw me in
that gown, she brightened and
relaxed enough to open up about
all the concerns on her mind.

The visit took a little longer
than usual, and when I finished
our session with a prayer for

Dear

healing, T rose from the chair. As
1 did, the sound as my thighs
ripped themselves from the
Naugahyde brought a huge smile
to both our faces. I was laughing
so hard I forgot to hold the back
of the gown as I headed back
down the hall — so I was ex-

sed.

Fortunately, the
nurses had a sense of
humor. One said, “Not
abad tush for a rabbi!”

1learned an impor-
tant lesson on creativi-
ty that day.

But T also learned
that two hospital gowns
are better than one — if
you remember to put
one on backward.

— Rabbi Craig H.
Eazring, Boca
ton, Fla.

Dear Rabbi Ezring: Your suit
may have been off for her, but
my hat s off to you for going the

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: My husband of 21
years, “Robert,” made me a
wonderful dinner, made love
with me, and then — instead of
sweet dreams — he served me
with divorce papers. He treats
me like a princess, but the di-
vorce is still going through.

Robert says we have nothing
in common and no longer think
alike.

I am confused. He tells our
adult children he “loves me
dearly” but will never be truly
happy with me. However, he
‘won't let go emotionally. I am
still in love with him. Can you
please tell me what’s the right
thing for me to do?

— Hurt in California

Dear Hurt: The right thing to
do is find a therapist who can
help you make sense of what has
happened, help you to heal the
wounds of this divorce, and go on
with your life.

extra mile to make a
in a sick woman’s life. Your
method may have been unortho-
dox, but your message of healing
far surpassed any fashion state-
ment.

Letters for this column — with your
e number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Lack of contact with family their loss

Dear Annie: rve
been married for over 15
years and have two chil-
dren, one of whom is
autistic and nonverbal.
We have worked so hard
to make life “normal” for
my children despite
‘many strange looks,
ignorant comments and
lost friendships.

What 'm having a
hard time with now is my
in-laws. Four years ago,
they totally banned us from their
lives because of our son. My
husband’s brother was married
around the same time, and al-
though my in-laws see him and
his children numerous times
every year, they find weak excus-
es not to visit us.

1 feel terrible for my children
and my husband, although he
sees nothing wrong with his
parents’ behavior. We've tried
talking with my in-laws, educat-
ing them, reasoning with them,
even begging them, but nothing
has changed. They send cards
and money for birthdays and

Annie’s

Mailbox

holidays, but that’s it.

There is no real love.
Should I just give up?
— Feeling Betrayed
Dear Betrayed: Your

in-laws have already

g:wn up on your be-
half.

If cards and money
are their only method
of communication,
accept it as such, and
don’t expect more. As
long as this doesn’t
seem to bother your
husband, there’s no reason you
should make any greater effort to
involve grandparents who don’t
wish to be part of your children’s
lives. It is truly their loss. How
sad.

Dear Annie: 1 am extremely
dissatisfied with life. I am very
intelligent, but I never have been
able to finish my education. I
have a terrible problem with
math and always have had a
problem Tam

T am in my 40s, and have had
too many jobs to keep track of. I
bounce from place to place. I
have tried many different things,
but nothing holds my interest for
very long. I get bored and I need
to move on, which, of course,
doesn’t help.

Do you know where I can get
more information about ADD in
adults? Is this something I could
be tested for? Any information
would be greatly appreciated.

— Can’t Sit Still in the Midwest

Dear Can't Sit Still: The main
symptoms of adult ADD are
distractibility, impulsivity and
restlessness. Talk to your doctor
about being tested for adult ADD,
and discuss with him or her the
available treatment options. For
more information and a self-ad-
ministered questionnaire, try the
Attention Deficit Disorder Associ-
ation (www.add.org) at P.O. Box
543, Pottstown, PA 19464.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchel and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the nders colum
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very easily distracted. I think I
may have adult Attention Deficit
Disorder (ADD).

r write
to: Annie's Mailbor. /0 Creaiors Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
£65 Angeles, CA 50045.
Creators Syndicate
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Time for Lakers to face it:
Showtime has heen canceled

BY MARK HEISLER
Los Angeles Times

t this point, I guess it's
safe to say the Lakers’
rosy scenario is dead.

That was the one in
which they thought they could
trade Shaquille O’Neal for some
good young players, bring in a top
coach, re-enact Showtime and be-
come an exciting, 50-win team.

Hey, we're the Lakers, what
could go wrong?

The coach, until Wednesday,

was Rudy Tomjanovich and there

was only one

problem: The

whole  thing

was a halluci-

don’t

just hop off
one dynasty and onto the next
one. What they have doesn’t look
like the nucleus of their next
super-power.

Rebuilding, the word they
won'’t say — Tomjanovich called
it “the R word” — won’t be pain-
less or fast. Success isn't inevita-
ble, even for the Lakers, coming
off 20 fat years so that no one can
remember it any other way.

The Lakers didn't pressure
Tomjanovich to leave and were

Rudy Tomjanovich pauses to listen to a question after r

coach of the Lakers, who thought they could avoid rebuilding.

shocked when he did. There was
no problem between Tomjanov-
ich and Kobe Bryant. The press
wasn't hard on Tomjanovich.

The monster that is Laker tradi-
tion gobbled him up, and in the
post-O'Neal era, there may be
more after Tomjanovich. He said
he never read a newspaper or
watched TV but around here, you
can breathe the expectations in

the air.

“This isn’t Houston, where
Rudy was the fair-haired boy,”
says a friend. “He was over-
whelmed and he said, ‘Who needs
i

Here’s the problem in a nut-
shell: After a lackluster half-sea-
son, at least in comparison to the
good old days when they didn’t
win much more but were very en-
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Jobs Offered

630 | Jobs Offered

TERRITORY MANAGER

FIT Territory Manager nceded to sell and
service Military Retail exchanges in the
Vogelweh/Ramstein, Heidelberg/Mannheim,

ilities include writing nndcrs

managing employees. Product include the

leading brands of prestige fragrances,

consumer electronics, apparel & giftware. ID

Card a pluis. Swrting @ $32K (salary

negotiable) plus Car Allowance & Expenses.

Send resume to shance @ mssco.com or call
06134-26705

MPRI

Seeking former Non-Commissioned
Officers in the grades E-5 thru E-7
MOS(s) 63 B/H/S/T
for employment as Quality Assurance
Evaluators in the Northern Ttaly Region.
Interested qualified applicants should
send their resume to email:
hbenco@t-online.de

- ATTENTION LADIES -
LOOKlNG FOR A PART TIME JOB?

HaNGE DIVISION ARE
LOBRING K RETAIL SPECIALISTS I3 THE RAMSTEN

SLAUTERN AREA_PART TIME FOSITION WITH FLIIBLE
HOURS FOR ORDER TAKING, MERCHANDISING AND STOCKING
OUR FINE LINE OF PRODUCTS. POSI

muaseeaxassumero: 06181-46080 on . 06181-46081

- ATTENTION LADIES -
LOOKING FOR A PART TIME JOB?

GUR FINE LINE OF PRODUCTS.
suease rux pesuve o: 06181-46080 on caus: 06 I 514601

Communications Technician

Current pe ions for technicians, experienced
with both civilian (Motorola) & military radio
equipment, in several locations globally.
Former Military Service preferred, Short-notice
travel may be required, Must have active USS.
Secret Clearance & passport. Send resume to:

Karen.Leatherby@edocorp.com

Shaquille 0’Neal (32) has his new team, the Miami Heat atop the East-
ern Conference while the Lakers struggle without him.

tertaining, everyone around here
was ready for a change.

The report Tomjanovich might
resign was met with, first, shock,
and second, widespread joy, as ev-
eryone began speculating about
Phil Jackson returning to save
the day once more.

Of course, Jackson might not
come. In the really bad news,
he’d have trouble winning 45
games with the schedule crunch
they're facing, too. (Oh, and he
wouldn’t re-enact Showtime, ei-
ther; he’'d bring back the trian-
gle) Jackson would definitely
help. He'd bring a sense of direc-
tion. No matter what happened,
when people got done talking to
him every night, they'd go away
thinking everything was OK.

Nevertheless, Jackson has al-
ready saved the day here once
and doesn’t seem anxious to
prove he can do it again without
O'Neal.

Jackson still has a place at the
beach and an ongoing relation-
ship with Jeanie Buss, but I still
can't see him saying, “Well, as
long as I'm going to be there a lot,
I may as well coach the Lakers.”

In any case, we won’t know for
a couple of days, because Jack-
son’s on an island off the coast of
Australia, catching lobsters, and
out of cellular range.

No, really. The Lakers are hang-
ing onto a playoff berth by their
fingernails, about to go on the trip
from hell, without Bryant, and the
guy everyone’s praying for is pull-
ing up lobster pots in the South Pa-
cific.

Now, as to the Lakers’ problem.

Here’s a test: If you think it was
‘Tomjanovich’s offense, his substi-
tution pattern, Jerry West's depar-
ture or Mitch Kupchak’s draft
choices, congratulations! You're
in denial! There is one and only

one problem: They traded
O’Neal, and now they’re in transi-
tion to whatever comes next, and,
so far, it could be looking better.

The problem isn’t who Tomjan-
ovich had on the floor, or who
Kupchak took at No. 27 (his low-
est pick in four years on the job
was a No. 20), it’s the team, stu-
pid! Nothing against Chucky At-
kins, Chris Mihm, Caron Butler,
Jumaine Jones, Brian Cook,
Tierre Brown et al, who have
been great, but they’re following
eight years of O’Neal and Bryant.

Nor will it be easy to get better
soon.

Why won't they make some
trades? I'm sorry, you're still in
denial, unless someone gives
them a star for some of their role
players. This happens less in real
life than on talk radio.

How about free agency? Wrong
again. They can’t sign free agents
until 2007 or 2008 because they
don’t have cap room.

OK, how did last summer’s
moves work out? Not the way they
hoped. Lamar Odom not only isn’t
quite what they’d hoped he’d be
playing alongside Bryant, he isn’t
quite what they hoped he'd be
when Kobe isn’t there.

The Miami Package they got
for O'Neal (Odom, Butler and
Brian Grant) is only averaging
three points a game more than
the Boston Package they got for
Gary Payton (Atkins, Mihm and
Jones.) Nevertheless, the Lakers
were so excited at this season’s
prospects, they gave Tomjanov-
ich a monster five-year, $30-mil-
lion deal. That’s as much as they
paid Jackson and the second-high-
est salary ever for an NBA coach.

But who am I to rain on every-
one’s parade? Seriously. Hey, as
long as we're going back to the fu-
ture, why not call the Heat people
and see if they'll take Odom, But-
ler and Grant for O’Neal!
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353 i not play. Next: at

Wi Sy
23. Connecticut (13-5) beat No. 24 Villano-

25 eee'rgua otk 0139 Tt Ford Sate
-61. Next: at No. 4 Duke, Saturday.

Wednesday’s men’s scores

EAST
Albany, N.Y. 69, Stony Brook 63

Albright 68, Lebanon Valley 57
Baruch NY 61

Bentley 57, 5. Connecticut 3
Binghamton 66, Hartford 38
Boston U, 52, Maine 43
Bryant 57, Mass..Lowell 52
Cabrini 55,

R ——

Clarion 72, Edinboro 66
ege of N2, Futgers Camden 45
Villan

H
o

lippery R
mgs Pulntﬂ Mant atanuile 61

ahean g4, Jomn g
ansfield 7 East troudsbur 87
ericordi

y, N.Y. 115, M. St. Vincent 107
Northeastern 73, New Hampshire 67
Ohio 92, Buffalo
Qld Westbury 87, Centenary, N.J. 61
Providence 98,

. Rose 84, Merrima
aten Isjand 76, Brooklyn 62
evens Tech 68, Maritime 54

emple 74, Rhode Island
reihus 85, Washington, Md. 80
ermont 80, Ui

England 66, Daniel Webster 51
Vebt Chogter 1. Sloomsburg
idener 78, Moravian 6
‘ork, Pa. 77, Goucher s#

verett 5o Fer
80 Nova Southeastern 52

Wamer Soumem 7
Taglr o1, Savarnah A

1o0ida AGNES3, Savannan st. 68
lorida Memorial 8 Webber 85, T
seorgia Tech 64, Florida S

Kenrasaw 85, Armstiong Atiantc 61
SU9%5, Georgla 19

gdon 62
i it 70
jempis 72, East Carolna 65
\SSISS\DD\ 7EI Aub

il n7l, Genrge Mason 67
Id Dnmlmun 70 Toy

e85, Em
0, N iche

jake Forest 92, Duke 89

Albion 78, Calvi
Allegheny 71, mmm 9
Ima 97, Tri-5t
Aduinas €9, Mmmgan Dearborn 56
a 78, Rockfor
Benedictnedl, 92 Dommlcan, 1
hel, Minn. 74, St. Mary's, Min

Bluﬂ(un 72 Frankin
aVicta o7 Coa 65
capmalsl Wv\mmg(on Ohlog

Angerson, Ind
 Saldwir Waace 86
shia

i e

lowa Weslyn 75, Grand View 68

Loras 79, Dubuque 7(

Manchester 78, Defiance

Miami(O)-Midditwn 8L,

Milwaukee Eny meermg72 L\ncolr\chr\s( 62

Minn. Duluth 83, Augusta

Minnesota 71, Mic

M\ssoun Roila 74, M\ssoun Southern 68
ormng \de7ﬁ Nebraska Wesleyan 69

BrlarCh 42
Muunt \Jr\lnn 58, John Carroll 56
n Dakota linn.-Crookston 79

Siimois'h, Bradiey
Siena Helghis 565, Madonna .
brose 56, Willlam Popn §7
. Thomas Minn. 81 Ausburg 61

St Xavier 76, Ind-south Bend 46

Transylvar nt St. Joseph 67
UAS 86, Miarquette &3

iivauee 7% Wright st 70

Xavier 62, La Salle 50

EST
Houston 63, saint Louls &3
Oklahoma €9, Tex: s AL
Gklahoma st. 77 Kan:

Tox. AQU-Corp, Chriti T |m1 Bt Wayne 6t
Texas Tech 97, Colorad

AP Women’s Tnp 25 fared

Lisy as id mor oy Next:at Missis-
gl Thus

Ghio State (21-2) did not play. Next: vs.
ndiana, sunday
115 Duke (20-2) G notplay. Next: at Miar,

4. Stan¥urd419 -2) did not play. Next: vs. Ari-
20na, Thurs

“Tennessee (16-3) did not play. Next: at
Florida, Thursday.

Notre Dame (19-3) beat No. 16 Boston
College 64-57, Next: at Pittsburgh, Saturday.
T:Rutgers (15:0) dld not play. Next: at Ro

11 Connecticut, Thurs:

0. 15 Kansas State
35 Tach, Saturday.
5. Korth. camnna m 535 Gid not play. Next:

vs. c\emsor\,
e (183 did not play.
jestern, Thurs(

T1. Connecticut (13- 5) Gid ot play. Next:
vs. No. 7 Rutgers, Thursday.
i2. Texas Tech (1s '3 ald not play. Next:
s. No. 8 Baylor, Saturday.
N3, Texas' (136) beat Yexas AaM 7162

N anesmaus 3 Qi not pray: Next:vs.
lowa, Thurs

15 Kansas state (46-0) lgst to o, 8 Baylor
72-62. Next: vs. Oklahoma State, Saturday.

16. Boston College (15-4) lost to No. 6
Notre Dame 64-57. Next:vs. . John's,Satur-

ay.

17. DePaul (17-3) did not play. Next: at Lou-
isville, Saturday.

18. Geor gmus 6) did not play. Next: at Ala-
bama, Thursday.

13- Towa State (17-2) beat Colorado 103-76.
Next: vs. No. 13 Texas, Saturday.

2. Mary\anﬁ {15y did not play. Next: vs
Georgia Tech, Thurs

5- )md not play. Next: at

Migsisainp, sate, T
22, Temv\e ) G e play. Next: atou-
quesne, Sunday.
23:Penn State (13-7)did not play. Next: at
Michigan, Thursday.
24, Florida State (18-4) did ot play. Next:
at Lipscomb, Thursday.
25. North ‘Carolina_State (15-5) did not
5.V sday.

Wednesday's women’s scores

Albany. NY. 76, smnyarook N
5 % Emerson
o Fampatire 45
Frankiin Plerce 48

S, Fer
Cabrini 80, Arcadi:

California, Pa. 72, smp ensburg 58
Canisius 58, Ni a;

Centena NJ 0, MDur\tS( Vincent 62
Colle 80,

West Chester 67, Bloomsburg 62
Widener 78, Moravian
s0n 53, R

m Paters
Vork, pa. 73, Goucher

utgers-Newark 31

Averett 54, Meredith 4

i

ennesan 76, Armslmng Atlantic 71
-ange 59, Hunting

arsnall &, et st 95"

5

o
rans) , Mount St Joseph 49
uers, FlormaAﬂann

Woork News 61
hinond 63

Vi % S E o R
Webbes eshior daMemona\ a

Ibion 65, Kalamazoo 5

Ima 92, Tri-Stat

quinas %0 Mmmgan Dearborn 48
land 73, Hillsdale

Bowling Gres

alvin 62,5t Mary

apital 62, Wilmington, Ohio 55

arleton 62, Gustavus 49

fevel and 5t 64 Youngstoun st. 58

omingside mo Ncbrasﬁa Wesims2
fount Mart Cliff 56

M
otre Dame 2 Boston Collese 57

Oklahorna 65, Kansas o
Otterbeln 80, Maritta &
ginaw Valley St. 66, Nonhwoom Mich. 51
mpson,_\owa 94, Cent. low:
" Benedict 74,5t Catherine 6
: Mary's, Minh, 68, Bethel, fhnn. 50
- Ol ns Hamiine
A, 5, Augsburgso
ashbum 5s Pitishurg
TS Arorose
s Plattoviie 38, Wis 1arosse 55

Baylor 72, Kansas St 62
Texas 77, Texas Al

Vst
North Texas 46, New Mexico St. 43

XHIBITION
Buena Vista 7, Slovak Republic 59

Thursday

lege
Eonnacticut Coll 7, Coast Guard 40
esales 60, brend
sburg 65 Mansfield 61
e 56
ton 46

ock Hay eg 83, Columbia Union 63
aine 73, Bo;

Nanattaruiis - st losephs, L1 49

Mass.-Lowell 89, Bryant

g

53, Long Island U.
+ rancis p pﬁl anumst ary's, M. s5
Stomans £9,Brookiyn
Stevens Tech 8 g}t Wiitime 23

Wagner 69, Fairl \e\gh Dvckmsen a4
Wesley 78, Eastern 6

at Gymnasium

ngles
second Round
R S‘hwgnhu Asagoe, Japan def. Roberta Vinci,

Elena Dermentioua (4 Russia, def. Akiko
Morigami, Japan 6.3

Lindsay Davenport (1) United states def.
saori Obata, Japan

ena Likiowaeva (6, Rissia def. il ray-
bas, United States 7-5, 46,

veta Benesova, Czéch Republic def. Aiko
Nakamura, Japan, 3-6, 75, 6-4.

(Dl Hantuchova, (8, siovakia. def.

Kirilenko, Russia 4-6, 6-0, &

Volvo Women’s Open

Thursday
usi Pattaya
Pattaya, T ‘hallanu
Purse: $170,000 (Tier IV)
‘Surface; Hard-Outdoor
sec Sm les
Virgina Ruzno Sagunl (5). SDam def. Mar-
lene Weingartner, Germany -
vera zvonareva, (1), Rissia, det. Anca
Barna,

erm:
Conchita Martinez (9),5pain, def.Silvja Ta-
laf, Croatia, 75 2.6 -5,

IS ac\ def, Akl Amanmura:
an,

dovi oo

TANK MCNAMARA

2004' WARDROBE MALFUNCTION
LAMING GRS,

sm MN FROM FCC REGULATION
BLE, AND AT THE SAME
TlME AsTP& FOX SUPER BOWL
TELECAST, SPIKE TV WILL
RUN THE "EDGIER’ SUPER BOWL
CDMMFRLIALQ THE ADVERTISERS
WANTED T0 RUN.

a IL!}\'

F teLiis maoreon

AVENUE ONCE
AND FOR ALL, *PO PEOPLE

WATCH THE SUPER BOWL FOR
THE FOOTBALL OR FOR THE

COMMERCVALQ"

Heineken Classic

Thursday
AtRoyal Melbourne Golf club
ust

Parser o1
vardage:§ 954, Pari 71

Trevor immelman. South Africa
Steve Webster, Eng\an
Peter Lonard, Australia
Camilo Villegas, Colombia
Brad Lamb, Australia
John Emkenen Eng\and

imon Dyson, Er %
Adamc rawford, Australia
Jarrod Lyle, Australia
JarlnesN\mes Australia

Iif, Englan 3

Mads Vibe- nastrup, Denmark 35

Nick O'Hern, Al 5

7

3

5

3

vk

i

on, Wales 4

Brett Rumford, Australia 3

Alastair Forsyth, Scotland 6
pau Sheehan, Austr

ichard gland, England
Maarten LafeBer, Netherlands
philp Archer,

rad Kenned
Tony
o S, Austraha
Richard Green, Australia

me McDowell, N.Ireland

peter O'Malley, Australia
Gary Murphy, Irelan

Craig Carmici hael Australia %
Philip Golding, England £
AndrawTechidin Australia £

sons Pukaaans, Austrana
Jean Lucquin, Fran
Nobunito Sato, 2 5

Robert Karisson, Sweden
Steven Bowditc!

regory Havret, France
Nigel Spence, Australia

Wednesday’s transactions

CLEVELAND ‘WDIARS - Ackied INF Joke
Gaufreau from San Diego for INF Core
mith.

CHICAGO

al League
B8 ammy Sosa

2B Jerry Hairston Jr., 2B Mike Fontenot and
RHP Dave Crouthers. Agreed to terms with
OF Jeromy Burnitz on a one-year ¢

Agreed to terms
with Walt Jo:kc«y, General manager, on 5
three-year contract

National Baskelhall Rso
laced f Josh smith on
d G Donta Smith

s
WARRIORS —Placed F Troy
phy on the injured st Activated F-
Y Caaraba forsthe riured
LS ANGELES LAKERS Amounced the res-
ignatlon. of " Rudy Tomianovich, _coach.
amed Frank Hamblen interim coat
ORLEANS HORNET S ronated the
reSighaton-of Jatk Capela, executive vice
president and cme( gherating offce
KINGS —Places ik
i onhe Ipured 5% Acvated F Mad
Tice Evans from e njured st
's National Basketbai Association
(CS—Announced the
retrementore statey DalesSchuman.

National Football League
MIAMI DOLPHINS—Re-signed WR Kendall
Newson. Named Jason Garrett quarterbacks
FRANCISCO 49ERS—Named Scot Mc-
C\oughan vice president of player person-

AUBURN—Named DA Gibbs defensive
cogrdinat

Dismissed junior G Pierre Pierce
fromihe ens basketball tea
med Mike Mould assis-

—Announced _the resignation  of
ja " Janney, assistant field hockey

coac
MERICAN—Named
Steatathlove Gneetor

Scott
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[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern COnferem:e
Atlantic Divi:

Boston
Philadelphia

Miami
Washington
Orlando
Charlotte
Atlanta

5%
7
200
3 2%
Central Division

1
52w

2
]

Milwaukee 10%
Western Conference
Southwest Division

san Antonio
Dallas
Memphis
Houston
New Orleans
Seattle
Minnesota

LA. Clippers
Golden'state,

33 267
sday's games
Boston 110, New Jersey

Toronto 98, Indiai
Houston 118, Pm\aae\pmass

Portland 97,

Dallas at Indiar
Rtlanta at Philagelphia
ashington at Toronto
Orlando at
DA Cippersat anaukee
Holston at Minnesota
v York at Sacramento
Charlotte at Portiand
w Orleans at Golden State
urday’s games
Detroit at New Jrsey
iana
Milwaukee at washmqmn
Chicago at
OMlando at Seveland

New Orleans at Utah

Solton Skate At senwer
Charlotte at Seattle
acramento at Portland

Wednesday
Rockets 118, 76ers 95

HousTON - Mcgrady 1021 0.0 34
Howars e 22 Wesley
TS S22 933, shcklang 0 23
Mutombg 3-5 2-4 8, Barry 4-6 0-0 12, Padgett
56 —Olz‘Eowenlzooz Barrett 0-00-00.
Totals 41-76 22-28 1

PHILADELPHIA — Korverz‘sl -15, Thomas

5 12, Jack!
SN 4102+ 10, Green 3:6 12 'S, Totals 3476
“iouston 3132 25 30-118
iladelphi 3 22 16 24— 95
Three-point _cosls. T
(McGrady 5-10, Padget
ley 22, sura 0 B P hiladelphacs-ig (Mcme
Green 1-2, Iverson 14, Iguodala 0-1,
Salmon503 Korver 03), Fouled Out—Non
ounds-Houston 56 (Howard 13), Phil
delphia 40 (nalemben Jackson 7). Assists—
McGrady 9), Philadel

3:
Houston

Houston 35 Iphia 19
Querson 10). Total otlsHouston
i 20, Tecmicals= Honeto
Thrae Secnt Ehiladelphia Defensive Thiee

Suns 108 imherwolves 79

PHOENIX  Richardson &:12 3.5 17, Marion
8120019, Stoudemir 5723, Nash 7-13
1215, 1. Johnson 16 0-0 14, Jackson 45 0-0
10, Hunter 0-4 0-4 0, Outlaw 0-2 0-0 0, Parker
33006 Voskuhl 2.4 00 4 Shirley 0:0 6.0,
Totals 44-90 9-18 1

OTA - 52 zczerbiak 7-15 0-0 16, Gar-
12, Olowokandi 230-04, H?sse\l

21

Yireepomt Goals—phoean 11 27 (Rich-

ardson 4-10, Marion 3-4, Jackson 2:5,

JJohnson 2-6, Nash 0-1, Parker 0-1), Minneso:
Hugson 1

o
Pnoemxes oson Fchargson s) ane—
a 49 (Garnett 13). Assists—Phoenix
{Nash 10, Minnesota 26 Gprewell s) Tma\
Fouls.-pHoenix 17, Miinesota 19. &

Ramnrs 98, Pacers 97

NTO - Peterson 27 125, Bosh 513
15 17 zs, Araujo 3.6 2:2 8 Ros 7 23,
5 4. 5005 0-1,6:0 0, Marshall
0T Bonner 25357, Mty 24 0 4
EWilliams 1-4 1-1 3. Totals 30-72 3135 98.

IANA — Jackson 5-17 6-8 18, O'Neal 6-10
5 RO ar a0 4 WAlT 310 34 S,
Johnson 2-5 0-0 4, Croshere 4-10 3-4 11, Fos:
terS.11 6.7 16, Fiones 3.7 66 14, Gill 14 00
2,Bender 1-5 -2 4. Totals 31-83 31-37 97.
oronto 0 33-98

2 Bl 1 inciana

Fouls—Toronto 28, Indi-
icals—peterson, Toronto
Zoach Mitchell. A 14,785, (18345).

Celtics 110, Nets 89
EY — Carter 9-19 4-4 ZZ Col\ms

My
e Point Goals-—New Jersey 1049 (Kidd

7:9, Thom 0-1, Best
02), Eoswn IS et 3.7 Aot 33,
Banks L1 Payton 11, McCalty 12, Mietzc

€Ut Banks Rebounds e

sey 39 (smith, Campbell 6), Boston 51 (Pierce
10). pssists=ew Jersey 19 (G s-
ton 26 (Plerce 10), Total Fouls- New Jersey
24, Boston 20. Technical—New Jersey coac|

Frank. A—16,317 (18,624).
Pistons 99, Hawks 84

— Harrington 3-8 7-10 13, Walker

D
Coller 62 0-0 0, vey 02 00 0. Totals 34-80

— prince 7-13 23 17, RWallace

7-84

oun a 51 (Walker 10),
Detsot 44 (B.Wallace 10). Assists— Anama

g, Detro
oodson, Rwaiiace.

A-22,076. (22,076).
Maverlcks 90 Hornets 82

8
330
05, Bradiey 6.0 0 6. Totald

"
o 0
32 71 232890,

ORLEANS Nailon 3-10 127, Rogers
1865 2B 6, Dickau 7-122-2 18,
Smith 4-11 1-1 Andersen 4-92-310, Jacobs"
©n 27 4-4 10, Lynch 2-3 1-2 5, Vroman 3-7 56
11, Lampe 11 8.2 2, Nacnbarooovo Har-
rington 0-12-2 2. Totals 2975 20-2

Dallas % 29 35 13-50

-2
PO Goals—Dallas. 35 (Nowitah
1.2 BovHarmis 1 2 Yerryl 2 nmeyo 1) New
Orleans 4-13 (Ja @y 2-4, Har-
P 01 Kers 61 St 0.9 Foliad
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 43 (Damy
14), New Orleans 53 (Brown 12, Assists—Dal-
as'21 (Terry 7), New Orleans 18 (Brown 4).
otal Fouls Dallas 24, New Orleanszz Tech-
nicals—Nailon. A—11,094. (17,200).

Trail Blazers 97, Nuggets 94

ENVER — Anthony 3-14 02 7, Martin 6-17
002 Carmby B11 0 10, Buckher 2322 7
Miller 13-210-1 27, Nen oykins 4-9
3313, Russell

004, Przymnao 4008 Stoudar
17, Van Exel 1
19, Telfar 3- 7 S ites 45 0 8 Totals
3477 19-2

v 222325 24-94

Portland 19 30 19 20-97
Three-Point Goals—Denver 7-16 (Russell
2:4, Boykins 2-5, Miller 1-1, Buckner 1-2, An-
thony 1-4), Portland 10-17 (Van Exel 5.
Sloudamirs >, Telfar 22), Fouled out

Martin. Rebounds—Denver 48 (Caml
Poiand st (breypils 19). Assists_Denver
18 (Miller

Total Fouls
cals—Portland
A—14,256. (19,980).

9, Portiand 22 (Stoudamire 10).
Denver 20, Poritan hni-
& e decond

SACRAMENTO — Songaila 7-14 4-4 18, Bar-
nes 3-12 4-4 10, Miller 14-22 9-12 38, Evans
€122-215,BibbY 51845 17, Martin 0-1 222,
Bradiey 23 0-2 4, 700 4, Ostertag
TR0 Fotais 4015 26 Sl

ATE ~ Najera 411 34 11, pun-
ey T8 2 18 FoylE b5 w Rlchardson
5- r7-16 0-0 16, Davis

152651137 Fishe
i Eheaney 557610 0, Petris 3.6 4.5,

Cabarkapa 1.1 1-25. Totals aaiaion
5 32 21 15-111

. State  Defensive
Three Second. A—17,347. (19,596).

Raptors guard Jalen Rose is fouled by Pacers guard Stephen Jackson as he shoots during the first quarter.
Rose drew a foul on Jackson with less than a second left in the game and hit the winning free throws.

.. Rose gets first win as visitor
.~ in Indiana by hitting late FTs

The Associated Press

Jalen Rose got the opening he
needed to beat his old team.

Using high-scoring teammate
Chris Bosh as a decoy, the former
Indiana guard drew a foul on
Stephen Jackson and hit two free
throws with 0.4 seconds left to
give the Toronto Raptors a 98-97
road victory Wednesday night.

“We had a back-pick for Chri:
He got all the attention,” Rose
said. “That made Steve react to
Chris. I tried to use his momen-
tum against him and draw a foul.
Fortunately for me, I drew the
foul and made the free throws.”

Indiana blew a 19-point lead in
the third quarter en route to its
sixth straight loss, the Pacers’
longest losing streak in two years.

“All we can do is keep playing,”
Pacers forward Jermaine O'Neal
said. “We can’t get happy when
we have big leads. ... We have to
finish strong.”

Rose, who spent 5% seasons
with the Pacers, finished with 22
points in his first victory in Indi-
ana since he was traded to Chica-
go three years ago.

Rose drew the foul on Jackson
after Indiana’s Jeff Foster made
two free throws with 1.9 seconds
remaining to give the Pacers a
97-96 lead.

“We knew those guys were
going to contest the shot. That's
why we wanted to get the ball in
Jalen’s hands,” Toronto coach
Sam Mitchell said. “Jalen just
made a smart play. He under-
stood he had plenty of time.
That's why the veterans are on
the court. They understand time
management and the shot clock.”

Bosh led Toronto with 25 points
and 15 rebounds. He made a ca-
reer-high 15 free throws in 17 at-
tempts, and also had a ca-

)
Roundup
NBA|
reer-high nine offensive re-
bounds.

“I'm smiling because I scored a
lot by not taking a lot of shots,”
Bosh said. “Nothing fancy. Just
take good shots and make free
throws, that’s it.”

Milt Palacio added 13 points,
nine rebounds and seven assists
for the Raptors.

Jackson led Indiana with 18
points, but missed his final six
shots. Foster added 16 points and
12 rebounds, and O'Neal had 15
points before fouling out.

“Is a disappointing loss.
There’s not much else I can say,”
Pacers coach Rick Carlisle said.

Rockets 118, 76ers 9!
Tracy McGrady made five
three-pointers and finished with
34 points and nine assists for visit-
ing Houston.

Juwan Howard added 14 points
and 13 rebounds for the Rockets.

NBA scoring leader Allen Iver-
son scored 15 of his 28 points in
the first quarter for Philadelphia.

Combined with Boston’s victo-
ry over New Jersey, the 76ers fell
a half-game behind the first-place
Celtics in the Atlantic Division.

Kings 111, Warriors 107
(OT): Brad Miller scored four of
his career-high 38 points in the
final 10.8 seconds of overtime,
and visiting Sacramento over-
came the absence of injured start-
ers Chris Webber, Peja Stojakov-
ic and Cuttino Mobley.

Miller also had 17 rebounds,
and Mike Bibby added 17 points,
11 assists and nine rebounds.
Jason Richardson scored 37

points for the Warriors, who lost
for the 15th time in 16 games.

Suns 108, Timberwolves 79:

Amare Slnudemlre scored 23
points to help Phoenix hand Min-
nesota its fourth-largest home
loss in franchise history.

Shawn Marion had 19 points,
Quentin Richardson added 17,
and Steve Nash had 15 points and
11 assists for Phoenix, 5-1 on its a
six-game trip.

Wally Sacrerbiak scored 16
points for Minnesota. Kevin Gar-
nett scored a season-low 12 points
and had 13 rebounds.

Celtics 110, Nets 89: At Bos-
ton, Paul Pierce had 28 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists for his
fifth career triple-double, and
Raef LaFrentz added 21 points
and eight rebounds for Boston.

Pierce had 14 points and four
assists in the third quarter to help
the Celtics, 4-2 in their past six
games, open an 87-58 lead with
S left in the quarter.

Jason Kidd had 25 points for
New Jersey.

Pistons 99, Hawks 84: At Au-
burn Hills, Mich., Chauncey Bil-
lups scored 27 points, and Rich-

ard Hamilton had 21 to help De-
troit win its fifth straight.

Tayshaun Prince added 17
points, Antonio McDyess had 12
and Ben Wallace finished with 11
points and 10 rebounds for the
Pistons.

Tony Delk led Atlanta with 20,
two short of his season best.

icks 90, Homets 82:
Dirk Nowitzki scored 20 points on
an off-shooting night, and Jerry
Stackhouse added 19 points to
lead visiting Dallas.

Nowitzki, who has been playing
through cold symptoms, was
7-for-21 from the field.

Former Dallas guard Dan Dick-
au led the Hornets with 18 points.
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Tomjanovich steps down,
says he won’t coach again

Lakers would consider Jackson’s return

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — Rudy
Tomjanovich feels good about
what the Los Angeles Lakers ac-
complished during his brief ten-
ure as coach.

Problem is, he was unable to
enjoy it while it was happening —
especially in the past month when
the stress of his job really got to
him.

So  Tomjanovich  resigned
Wednesday, vowing he'll never
coach again.

“I was so proud of what we did.
This isn’t about that kind of
stuff,” Tomjanovich said at a
news conference. “I looked at
what we did and at times, I
thought it was miraculous.

“A month ago, I became con-
scious of not feeling good. It just
seemed like I got deeper and
deeper into not feeling good. Why
this happened now and why my
body couldn’t take it now, I do not
have the answer.

“All T was thinking about was
how to win the next damn game. I
couldn’t shut it off when I was
away from the arena. It just kept
wearing on me and wearing on
‘me and my resistance got low and
it hurt my health.”

Tomjanovich went 24-19 as
Phil Jackson’s successor, with a
revamped lineup built around
Kobe Bryant. The Lakers’ super-
star guard has been sidelined the
past nine games with a sprained
ankle.

Included in Tomjanovich’s
record are the two wins the Lak-
ers earned under assistant Frank
Hamblen in games Tomjanovich
missed this week because of a
stomach virus.

Tomjanovich, 56, will remain
with the Lakers as a consultant,
mainly working as a scout.

“We respect Rudy’s concerns
for his health, which is of course
the paramount issue,” team
owner Dr. Jerry Buss said in a
statement.

General ~Manager  Mitch
Kupchak said Hamblen would
stay on indefinitely as coach of
the Lakers, but didn’t rule out the
return of Jackson.

The 57-year-old Hamblen, a ca-
reer assistant will “be our coach
going forward,” Kupchak said.
“Whether that changes in the
next month, three months, a year,
remains to be seen.”

Kupchak acknowledged that
Jackson’s name will come up but
said he hasn’t been in contact
with the former Lakers coach.

Not yet, at least.

Kupchak also said he didn’t be-
lieve there was an urgency to hire
another coach.

Tomjanovich signed a $30 mil-
lion, five-year contract last sum-
mer to replace Jackson, who left
after guiding the Lakers to three
NBA championships and a berth
in the finals in his five years on
the job.

Jackson and Buss said at the
time that the separation was mu-
tual.

Tomjanovich addressed the
team in an emotional meeting
shortly before speaking to the
media, and said the get-together
with his players got quite emotion-
al.

“Idon’t cry alot. I did in that sit-
uation,” he said.

“He just basically came in and
poured his heart out to us,” Bry-
ant said. “We just wish him the
best. He's extremely passionate,
emotional. But he’s a fighter. To
see him down like that, it really
hurt and shocked us all.”

Naturally, Bryant was asked
about  Jackson, who wrote a
tell-all book released before the
season that portrayed Bryant as
aloof and difficult to coach.

“Rudy’s situation is a very seri-
ous situation. I can’t go from that
to talk about successors,” Bryant
said. “It really doesn’t matter to
me. I'm just the guy in the mid-
dle. ... I've said that time and
time again, I love Phil as a coach.

If Lhal 's the decision, I'll roll with

So will Hamblen, who seems
ready to handle whatever comes
his way. His only other experi-
ence as a head coach came in
1991-92 when he went 23-42 with
Milwaukee when Del Harris was
sidelined by stomach problems.

“Phil has his lot in life, I have
mine,” Hamblen said. “Sure,
you'd always like to be an NBA
head coach. If I owned a team or
was in charge, I'd want Phil Jack-
son also. He’s got nine rings. My
ego’s not that big.

“If it ended tomorrow, I'd say
these 36 years have been a great
ride. It really hasn’t sunk in yet
about me being the coach of the
Lake

‘Hamblen's first game in that ca-
pacity comes Thursday night,
when the Lakers try to extend
their winning streak to a sea-
son-high three games against the
San Antonio Spurs, whose 37-10
record is the best in the NBA.

The Lakers then begin a
five-game road trip Sunday at
Houston.

Bryant said he hopes to play
somenme dunng the trip.

“I think this is the best decision
for me and the Lakers,” Tomjan-
ovich said. “I know I did become
consumed and maybe — I can’t re-
member exactly how I was before
— but I'd go for a walk and think
that was an outlet. But all I
thought about was basketball
while I was walking.

“Maybe I'm an old general that
needs to get his butt off the front
line and do something else.”

Tomjanovich did a good job of
keeping his problems from his
players.

“We didn’t see it coming,”
Chucky Atkins said. “He was able
to hide it pretty well. 'm going to
miss him.”

Said Brian Grant: “When you
leave the building, youre sup-
posed to leave things here. He
couldn’t do that. It can make you
sick, it really can.”

Thomas won’t leave Knicks for Lakers

The Associated Press

tion because of the difficult stretch the team is cur-

NEW YORK — Isiah Thomas took himself out of
the running for the Los Angeles Lakers’ coaching
job, issuing a statement Wednesday saying he was

NBA
briefs

committed to remaining in his
current position as president of
the New York Knicks.

The Lakers' job opened up
when Rudy Tomjanovich re-
signed, citing health issues, and
Thomas’ name was floated as a

possible candidate to be the eventual successor.

Thomas has maintained he would like to return to
coaching some day, although he has ruled out being
both coach and president of the Knicks.

New York has lost 14 of its past 16 games to drop
from first to fourth place in the Atlantic Division. Th-
omas made a coaching change a week and a half
ago, replacing Lenny Wilkens with Herb Williams.

“All my focus is going into rebuilding this fran-
chise, and any innuendo that I would leave my posi-

rently going through is incorrect,”
who is on a scouting trip in Europe.

“I have a duty to the organization, to our owner-
ship and to our fans to find ways, both short and long
term, to return the Knickerbockers to a champion-
ship caliber team, and I am steadfast in that commit-
ment.”

said Thomas,

Murphy goes on Warriors’ injured list

OAKLAND, Calif. — Forward Troy Murphy went
on the Golden State Warriors’ injured list Wednes-
day with a broken left thumb.

The Warriors activated Zarko Cabarkapa from
the injured list to fill the roster spot of Murphy, who
was hurt in Friday night’s loss to Seattle. Murphy
missed Saturday’s game against the Los Angeles
Clippers, and the team isn’t sure how long he will be

out.

Murphy has averaged 16.2 points in 42 games this
season, and he ranks fourth in the NBA with 11.2 re-
bounds per game.

AP

Blazers forward Theo Ratliff goes up to defend Nuggets forward Carme-
lo Anthony during the third quarter. Anthony was held to seven points.

Portland singles out
Anthony, tops Denver

BY ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — Ruben
Patterson got a lot of satisfaction
limiting high-scoring Carmelo An-
thony to just seven points.

Patterson was all over Anthony
in Portland’s 97-94 victory over
Denver on Wednesday night, hold-
ing him to single digits for just the
sixth time in his career.

“I think I got my job done,” said
a smiling Patterson, who has
been putting emphasis on his de-
fense as well as his offense.

Patterson got a lot of help from
Theo Ratliff and Joel Przybilla.

“It was hard. If I beat Ruben,
then it was Theo. And if I beat
him, then it was Przyhilld com-
ing,” Anthony said. “So they were
making it hard for me.”

Nick Van Exel scored 26 points,
and Damon Stoudamire added 17
points and 10 assists to help the
Trail Blazers win for the third
time in five games after a
six-game losing streak. Portland
also snapped new Denver coach
George Karl’s three-game win-
ning streak.

“You want to win them all, but
if you'd told me when I started
we’d be 3-1 I probably would
have given you a lot of money,”
Karl said.

Then he turned serious: “We
need to stay focused now. We
can’t have a lull.”

Rookie Sebastian Telfair hit a
three-pointer and Darius Miles —
in his first game back after a
two-game suspension — had a

dunk off Stoudamire’s jumper to
give the Trail Blazers an 81-76
lead midway through the final pe-
riod

After Van Exel made a
three-pointer with 2 minutes left,
Patterson’s tip-in made it 89-83
for Portland, and the game
slipped away from the Nuggets.

Miles was suspended by the
Blazers for insubordination and
conduct detrimental to the team.
He entered the game early in the
second quarter to a smattering of
boos from the Rose Garden
crowd.

Miles’ suspension came after
he blew up at coach Maurice
Cheeks during a practice session
last week. Miles later released an
apology to fans, but conspicuous-
ly did not include Cheeks.

Miles said he stood by his state-
ment. As for his relationship now
with Cheeks, he sald “We're cool,
he’s a good man.”

Stoudamire said he hoped
Miles learned from the incident.

“I think we can get through it,
but we need people to grow up,”
Stoudamire said.

Andre Miller had 27 points and
nine assists for the Nuggets.

The Trail Blazers held Anthony
scoreless in the first half.

Anthony was 0-for-6 from the
floor in the half, and 3-for-14 for
the game.

“You've got to give a lot of cred-
it to Ruben. . . . People don’t real-
ize how well he’s playing defen-
sively,” Przybilla said. “He shuts
down every small forward when
he’s on the court. As a team we re-
alize that.”
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A devil of a game

Demon Deacons just manage to hold off Blue Devils;
Louisville, Connecticut also collect key league wins

The Associated Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. —
Once again, Chris Paul and the
rest of the Wake Forest Demon
Deacons proved they belong with
the big boys in the Atlantic Coast
Conference.

Louisville and Connecticut also
came through with key victories
in their respective conferences.

Paul scored 23 points Wednes-
day night and No. 7 Wake Forest
held on for a 92-89 victory over
No. 4 Duke, the third straight
time the Demon Deacons have
downed the Blue Devils at home.

“It's not a crazy, unbelievable
upset anymore when we beat a
North Carolina or a Duke,” Paul
said. “That’s because we know we
can beat anyone as long as we just
treat them like anyone else.”

Wake Forest (18-3, 6-2 Atlantic
Coast Conference) led by 14 in
the second half and hung on de-
spite J.J. Redick’s 33 points.

Redick made three three-point-
ers in the final 2:14 and Sean
Dockery also hit one as Duke cut
it to 90-89 with 3 seconds to play.

The Blue Devils (16-2, 6-2) had
to foul and sent Taron Downey to
the line with 2 seconds left. He
made both shots to make it 92-89.
Redick’s off-balance three-point
attempt fell short at the buzzer.

Louisville (19-3, 7-1) moved
into sole possession of first place
in Conference USA, sealing a
77-70 victory over Cincinnati
(17-4, 6-2) when freshman for-
ward Juan Palacios banked in an
unlikely three-pointer with a little
more than a minute left.

Palacios finished with 17 points
and 10 rebounds and Taquan
Dean scored 19 to help the No. 9
Cardinals complete a two-game
season sweep of the 18th-ranked
Bearcats. Louisville has won
eight in a row and 13 of 14.

“That was a heavyweight fight
and we got the last punch,” Dean

Enc Hicks’ 21 pmms led Cincin-
nati, which has lost six of its past
10 against Louisville.

“That was a very good win,”
said Louisville’s Francisco Gar-
cia, who was held to 11 points, six
below his average. “I'm very
proud of my teammates. We're
getting better every day.”

Connecticut (135, 5-3) got 21

Connecticut’s Charlie Villanueva
takes aim at the basket as Jason
Fraser of Villanova tries to stop
him during the second half of
Wednesday night’s Big East game
at Hartford, Conn. Connecticut
defeated Villanova 81-76.

points and a key block from
Rashad Anderson in the closing
seconds of an 81-76 victory over
No. 24 Villanova (12-5, 4-4) in a
Big East game.

In coach Jim Calhoun’s 1,000th
game, the 23rd-ranked Huskies
earned their first victory over a
ranked opponent in four tries and
snapped the Wildcats
three-game winning streak.

“At times, they gave us fits,”
Calhoun said. “Our goal was to
use the size that we had. Villano-
va_ is a terrific team. They're
going to be a tough out for any
team that plays them.”

Charlie Villanueva’s free throw
with 1:22 left put the Huskies
ahead 73-72. Anderson blocked a
shot in the lane by Randy Foye on
Villanova’s next possession, lead-
ing to Villanueva’s hook shot on
the other end and a 75-72 Con-
necticut lead.

No. 10 Oklahoma St. 77, Kan-
sas St. 57: At Stillwater, Okla.,
Joey Graham scored 23 points
and pulled down 10 rebounds,
and John Lucas III had 19 points
and 10 assists for Oklahoma
Sta

Damel Bobik had 13 points and
a career-high 11 rebounds in
return to the starting lineup, help-
ing the Cowboys (16-3, 6-2 Big
12) extend the longest current
‘home winning streak in the coun-
try to 26 games.

No. 14 Oklahoma 69, Texas
A&M 65: At Norman, Okla., Taj
Gray scored 22 of his 24 points in
the second half and Oklahoma
overcame a 16-point deficit.

Drew Lavender gave the Soon-
ers (17-3, 6-1 Big 12) the lead for
good with a three-pointer from
the corner with i
The Aggies (14-
in two points with just more than
a minute remaining, but Gray
scored on a layup and Jaison Will-
iams and Lavender each hit free
throws to help Oklahoma hold on.

Terrell Everett scored 20
points for Oklahoma, which re-
bounded from a surprising loss at
Towa State that snapped a
10-game winning streak.

No. 19 Wisconsin 73, North-
western 58: At Madison, Wis.,
Kammron Taylor’s 18 points led
five Wisconsin players in double
figures.

Despite the absence of leading
scorer Alando Tucker for the sec-
ond straight game because of a
right foot injury, the Badgers
(15-4, 6-2 Big Ten) led through-
outin their first home game since
top-ranked Illinois snapped their
38-game home winning streak
last week.

No. 25 Georgia Tech 64, Flori-
da St. 61: At Atlanta, Will
Bynum made up for a poor first
half by hitting a tiebreaking
three-pointer with 2.7 seconds
left for Georgia Tech (13-6, 4-4 At-
lantic Coast Conference), which
needed the victory badly after los-
ing four of its previous five.

Bynum, who missed seven of
eight shots in the opening half, fin-
ished with 19 points. He hit the
game-winner after Florida State
had made up a 12-point deficit by
going on a 19-7 run, tying it 61-61
on a three-pointer by Von Wafer
with 1:29 remaining.
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Bode Miller makes a turn on one ski during the downhill portion of the
men’s combined on Thursday in the World Alpine Ski Championships at
Bormio, Italy. Despite losing a ski near the top of the course, Miller
skied much of the way down on one leg before falling near the bottom.

Austrian wins gold
after Miller mishap

BY ANDREW DAMPF
The Associated Press

BORMIO, Italy — Austri:
Benjamin Raich won the col
bined in the Alpine World Ski
Championships on Thursday, his
first victory in a major interna-
tional meet. Defending champion
Bode Miller was eliminated after
losing a ski in the downhill.

Raich, the bronze medalist in
Saturday’s super-G won by Mill-
er, was fifth after the opening
downhill leg and took the lead
with the fastest time in the first of
two slalom runs. He concluded
the grueling day-long event by
coasting to victory with the sev-
enth-fastest time in the final sla-
lom leg, run under the lights.

“It was a great day for me,”
Raich said. “I made a good down-
hill run and also had decent sla-
lom runs.”

Raich’s combined time on the
Stelvio course was 3 minutes,
19.10 seconds. Norway’s Aksel
Lund Svindal earned the silver
medal, 0.91 seconds behind, and
Italy’s Giorgio Rocca won the
bronze, 098 back. Austria’s
Michael Walchhofer, the leader
after the downhill portion, was
fourth.

Svindal and Rocca had to wait a
few minutes to learn where they
finished while officials examined
tape. They eventually ruled that
Kjetil Andre Aamodt of Norway
straddled a gate midway through
his final run. Aamodt was second
until being disqualified.

“I wasn’t sure if I straddled, I
couldn’t tell. That’s why I contin-
ued,” Aamodt said.

Raich, winner of 15 races in his
World Cup career, won the
bronze medal in the combined in

the 2002 Olympics and captured
the only World Cup combined
race this season, at Wengen, Swit-
zerland. He entered the com-
bined as a co-favorite with Miller,
the only skier he trails in the over-
all World Cup standings.
Miller’s ski loosened just after
he landed a short jump on the top
art of the downhill course. To
the delight of the fans, the Ameri-
can completed most of the course
on one ski, dropping into a tuck
position on occasion. He eventual-
ly fell to the snow in exhaustion
shortly before the finish.
“Ifelt fine,” Miller said. “There
was nothing I could do. The bind-
ing was fine.”

World cluammonshups

After downhill and two Sialom legs (run

times in parentheses):
enjamin Raich, Austria, 3 minutes,
1110 300 (Losat 45 A ).
X vindal, Norway, 3:20.01
(1:83.70-46.34-39.97).
3. Giorgio Rocca, Italy, 3:20.08
(1:34.30-26.58-39.2

4. Michael Walchhofer, Austria, 3:2055
(1:51.76-47.92-40.87).
5. Silvan Zurbriggen, Switzerland, 3:20.98
(1:83.95-47.33-39.70).
L Kjus,
(1:83.76- ATES0T3),
n Aalts)rec)hl, Switzerland, 3:21.37

32153

Norway, ~ 3:2134

8 Bourgeat,
oy

. John  Kucera,
(1:53.71-48.72-40.30).

10, Francois Bourque, Canada, 3:22.90
(1:53.59-49.15-40.16).

Also
Jed Ligety, United States, 32395
a0 b
Sode Miler Unied States, and Krys
Koyal, Czech Republic, failed to finish e
jow

France,

Canada, 3:22.73

artin vrabll, Cacch Republic, was dis-
Walmed in e Sowwi,

Roger Cruickshank, Britain, and Erik Guay,
canada, did ot start e sialo.
Kirt Eng, A

Ustria: Marc Berthod, Switzer.
tany Alexandr Horoshilov, Russia: and Ser-
marov, Russia, did ot finish the irst

ma
é nare Aamodt, Norway, was disquali-
fied in the second slalom run.
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Bettman, Goodenow are returning to talks

NHL commissioner, union chief invited back after latest rejected plan

BY IRA PODELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Gary Bettman
and Bob Goodenow are returning
to the bargaining table. Optimism
is still absent from negotiations
aimed at ending the NHL lockout.

The commissioner and union
chief will attend Thursday’s nego-
tiating session in New York, one
day after the players’ association
rejected the league’s latest sala-
ry-cap proposal.

Nearly five months into the
lockout, the NHL says there is no
other solution. And now time is
about to run out.

“We're at the end time-wise in
terms of being able to continue
this process and still play games
this season, so there’s not a lot of
room flexibility-wise,” NHL chief
legal officer Bill Daly said.

The union needed only a few
hours in Newark, N.J., on Wednes-
day to turn down the proposal
that would place minimums and
maximums on what the 30 clubs

can spend on player costs. That
didn’t quite put an end to the hope
for hockey, but it sure pushed
that prospect to the forefront.

“Idon’t want to mislead anyone
and suggest 'm optimistic,” play-
ers’ association senior director
Ted Saskin said. “There is noth-
ing over the last few years in the
way they've approached things
that would lead me to have any
sense of optimism.”

But the union immediately in-
vited the league back to the table,
and wanted commissioner Bett-
man and Goodenow to join the dis-
cussions for the first time since
Dec. 14. There were five less-for-
mal negotiating sessions without
the two leaders the past two
weeks.

“We’ve gone as far as we can go
in our small-group setting and we
think it's important to have Bob
and Gary join us,” NHLPA senior
director Ted Saskin said.

But what does it all mean? The
NHL is committed to getting cost
certainty, and the players’ associa-

tion vows to never accept a salary
cap. If there is no settlement
soon, who knows how long the
stalemate will last.

“There’s no particular sense of
optimism here,” Daly said.

“The framework is still some-
thing that they have continuously
suggested that they are not will-
ing to accept.”

So it makes sense to get Bett-
man and Goodenow involved as
the days dwindle. There can’t be
a deal without them signing off on
it, so keeping the leaders away no
longer serves a real purpose.

“I think we have created a
more open dialogue and I would
expect that that will continue
with them in the room,” Daly
said.

It is unclear what will happen
Thursday when Bettman and
Daly join Goodenow and Saskin,
with a lawyer on each side. The
way things have gone, there
might not be time for the parties
to reach an agreement to save the
2005-06 season.

“There isn’t much in this offer
that’s attractive to us or that we
consider fair or necessary for the
sport,” Saskin said.

The lockout reached its 140th
day Wednesday, and has forced
the cancellation of 762 of the
1,230 regular-season games, plus
the All-Star Game. The NHL is in
danger of becoming the first
major North American sports
league to lose an entire season to
alabor dispute.

The NHL proposed a six-year
deal that contained a cap that
would force teams to spend at
least $32 million on player costs
but no more than $42 on — in-
cluding benefits.

It won't be presented to the
players for a full vote, since
Saskin said the offer is nowhere
near what the association is look-
ing for.

Bettman has said that teams
lost more than $1.8 billion over 10
years and that management will
not agree to a deal without a de-
fined relationship between reve-
nue and salaries.

Ball from Sox’s Series

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The baseball used
to make the final out in the Red
Sox’ World Series triumph last
year is coming home to Fenway
Park, though the ownership of the
ball remains in dispute.

The ball, claimed by both the
team and the player who caught
it, will arrive in Boston by ar-
mored car Thursday and then be
carried down Yawkey Way and
into the ballpark’s Hall of Fame
Club, where it was to be present-
ed to Red Sox President Larry
Lucchino.

Backup first baseman Doug
Mientkiewicz has kept the ball
since Oct. 27, when he caught a
throw from pitcher Keith Foulke
to record the final out of the Red
Sox’ 3-0 win over the St. Louis
Cardinals, securing Boston’s first
World Series title in 86 years.

The team asked him to hand
over the ball last month.

Mientkiewicz, who was traded
last week to the New York Mets,
declined. But he said he and the
team reached a cordial agree-
ment to display the ball and make
it part of a victory tour.

“I want the fans to see it,” he
said. “They waited a long time to
see that ball and to live it.”

GM Jocketty agrees to 3-year
contract with Cardinals

ST. LOUIS — Cardinals Gener-
al Manager Walt Jocketty agreed
Wednesday to a three-year con-
tract, less than a month after man-
ager Tony La Russa also accepted
a new deal that runs through
2007.

Jocketty, 53, who received two
awards as Major League Base-
ball's executive of the year in
2004, had been without a contract
since Dec. 31. St. Louis is coming
off its first World Series appear-
ance since 1987, and Jocketty

Sports briefs

said last week he had been ap-
proached by other clubs wonder-
ing if he would leave the Cardi-
nals.

St. Louis also confirmed the
new contract for La Russa, who
had announced his deal Jan. 8.
The Cardinals have been to the
playoffs five times in nine years
under La Russa.

German soccer federatiol
four matches fixed

BERLIN Four German
league games were fixed and at
least 10 players were involved in
a betting scam that has rocked
the country as it prepares for the
2006 World Cup, soccer authori-
ties said Thursday.

Robert Hoyzer, the referee at
the heart of the widening scandal,
implicated three other referees,
the German soccer federation
said.

The federation said Hoyzer offi-
ciated four rigged games: two re-
gional games, a second-division
game and a German Cup game be-
tween first-division Hamburger
SV and third-division Paderborn.

International soccer’s govern-
ing body has told Germany to re-
solve this case quickly, with the
sport’s showcase event a little
more than 16 months away. For
the first time, federation officials
were able to examine files of the
police investigation.

Berlin prosecutors have said
four referees and 14 players were
among 25 people suspected of fix-
ing at least 10 games. On Thurs-
day, authorities identified Roma-
nia’s Laurentiu-Aurelian Reghe-
camps as one of the players. He
started the season with Energie
Cottbus and moved midseason to

win headed

Alemannia Aachen, another sec-
ond-division club.

Police raided the homes of 19
people Wednesday and seized
bank accounts and property
worth about $3.17 million. There
'were no arrests.

Hoyzer has admitted taking
money from a Croatian-con-
trolled betting ring to rig at least
four games. He also accused ref-
erees Juergen Jansen and Do-
minik Marks of rigging two
games each, the federation said.
He also implicated a third refer-
ee, Felix Zwayer.

Jansen, whose home was
searched, was in charge of the
only Bundesliga game believed to
be involved. Jansen, who has ref-
ereed 147 Bundesliga games, told
the Passauer Neue Presse news-
paper: “I didn’t do what I'm ac-
cused of. Let me fall over dead if
that’s not true.”

The federation defended its de-
cision to suspend the three refer-
ees, saying they are under suspi-
cion in the police investigation
and had been implicated by Hoyz-

Federanon co-president Theo
wanziger said the number of
players who admitted involve-
ment in the fixing was growing.
The federation has been accused
of ignoring warnings from book-
makers several months ago.
Zwanziger insisted his group is
“not in the position to delve deep
into criminal activities.”

Davenport opens with victory
in Pan Pacific Open

TOKYO — Top-ranked Lind-
say Davenport began her title de-
fense in the Pan Pacific Open on
Thursday, beating Japan’s Saori
Obata 6-4, 6-2 in a second-round
match.

Davenport, seeking her fifth
Pan Pacific title, was playing her

to Fenway

first singles match since losing to
Serena Williams in the Australian
Open final Saturday.

Russians Elena Likhovtseva
and Elena Dementieva also ad-
vanced.

The third-seeded Likhovtseva
beat American Jill Craybas 7-
4-6,6-2, and the fourth-seeded De-
mentieva routed Japan’s Akiko
Morigami 6-2, 6-2.

In other second-round match-
es, Iveta Benesova of the Czech
Republic downed Japan's Aiko
Nakamura 3-6, 7-5, 6-4, while
eighth-seeded Daniela Hantucho-
va of Slovakia

Sammy Sosa

Baltimore
suits Sosa
already

BY DAVID GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — He signed au-
tographs, praised manager Lee
Mazzilli and took great care in
avoiding use of the word “I” when
discussing his goals for this year.

Still smarting from the back-
lash of his final days with the Chi-
cago Cubs, Sammy Sosa was de-
termined to make a good first im-
pression with the Baltimore Ori-
oles on Wednesday. He really
didn’t have to try so hard, be-
cause the Orioles clearly were de-
lighted to have him on their side.

The trade that sent Sosa from
the Cubs became official after
Commissioner Bud Selig ap-
proved the deal and the slugger
passed his physical. Chicago re-
ceived second baseman Jerry
Hairston Jr. and two minor leagu-
ers, second baseman Mike Fon-
tenot and right-handed pitcher
Dave Crouthers.

Sosa, 36, has 574 home runs,
seventh on the career list, and
will almost certainly join the ex-
clusive 600-homer club this sea-
son. He insisted that reaching the

slow start to defeat Russla s
Maria Kirilenko 4-6, 6-0, 6-2.

Pierce dismissed
from lowa baskethall team

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Iowa bas-
ketball star Pierre Pierce was
kicked off the team Wednesday
while under investigation by
West Des Moines police for intent
to commit sexual abuse, burglary
and other crimes at the home of a
former girlfriend.

“Effective immediately, Pierre
Pierce has been dismissed from
the University of Jowa men’s bas-
ketball team,” coach Steve Alford
said in a statement. “I regret this
step has become necessary, but
Pierre has betrayed the trust we
placed in him when he was given
a second chance two years ago.”

In 2002, Pierce was charged
with third-degree sexual abuse.
He later pleaded guilty to a lesser
charge of assault causing injury,
but the case and the way in which
it was handled by university ad-
ministrators triggered two facul-
ty-led inquiries.

Pierce received a deferred
judgment, so the charge was
erased from his record after he
successfully completed a year of
probation, counseling and 200
hours of community service.

ondary to becom-
mg an mtegral part of his new

“The 600 is going to come.
‘What’s important to me is to have
agreat relationship with my man-
ager and the whole team,” he
said. “I'm not thinking about 600.

*m thinking about being comfort-
able, relaxed and to be loved
again.”

Sosa was once revered in Chica-
g0, but the relationship between
him and the fans began to deterio-
rate two years ago when he was
caught using a corked bat. Last
season was worse — Sosa com-
plained about being dropped to
sixth in the batting order by man-
ager Dusty Baker and walked out
on the team before the conclusion
of the final game.

The Cubs didn’t want to go
through more of the same this
year, so they literally paid the Ori-
oles to take him off their hands.

“I feel sad that it had to end the
way that it did,” Cubs General
Manager Jim Hendry said. “Obvi-
ously, he made some mistakes
late in the year. But he really de-
serves a better fate than has been
cast upon him the last couple of
months.”

Chicago made an immediate
‘move to shore up its lineup, agree-
ing to a one-year contract with
Jeromy Burnitz that guarantees
the outfielder $5 million.
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of paying
for recruit

BY W0ODY BAIRD
The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — A federal
jury convicted usi-

‘nessman Logan Young on Wednes-
day of paying $150,000 to get a top
football recruit for Alabama.

The jury deliberated for 5
hours before returning a verdict.

Young, 64, was convicted of con-
spiracy to commit racketeering
(by breaking state bribery laws),
crossing state lines to commit
racketeering and arranging bank
withdrawals to cover up a crime.

Young could receive prison
time and a large fine. The charges
carry a maximum penalty of 15
years in prison, but federal guide-
Tines call for a lighter sentence.

Defense attorneys used closing
arguments to highlight the chief
accuser’s history of lying and the
legal standard for “reasonable
doubt.”

But prosecutors said bank and
phone records bolstered the testi-
mony of their lead witness,
former Trezevant High School
head coach Lynn Lang.

Lang testified that Young
bribed him with a series of cash
payments below the $10,000
threshold for IRS reporting to get
highly recruited defensive line-
man Albert Means to sign with Al-
abama in 2000.

Lang told jurors he got money
from two other colleges — Geor-
gia and Kentucky — and offers of
cash, jobs or free law school from
Arkansas, Memphis, Mississippi,
Michigan State and Tennessee.

Former coaches Rip Scherer of

Logan
‘Young was convicted Wednesday
of paying $150,000 to get a top
football recruit for Alabama.

Memphis and Jim Donnan of
Georgia, and former Alabama as-
sistant Ivy Williams testified for
the defense that Lang was lying.

Lang has pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy in the case and is cooper-
ating with prosecutors as he
awaits sentencing.

Defense lawyer James Neal
told the jury that Lang lied about
Means’ recruitment to the NCAA,
Memphis school officials and oth”
ers before testifying.

Lead prosecutor Assistant U.S.
Attorney Fred Godwin intro-
duced telephone records from
June 2000 to February 2001 show-
ing 49 calls between phones be-
longing to Lang and Young.

He also put on testimony about
a series of cash withdrawals from
Young’s bank accounts, some
only a day apart and totaling
more than $270,000, and deposits
by Lang of more than $47,000.

Means, who has not been ac-
cused of wrongdoing, also testi-
fied for the prosecution. He admit-
ted that someone took his college
entrance exam for him, an idea
that Lang said came from Will-
iams, and that he let his high
school coach pick his college.

Means spent a year at Alabama
before transferring to Memphis
when reports of payoffs to Lang
became public.

Hedges testifies she fired
Heubheisel over dishonesty

BY TIM KORTE
The Associated Press

KENT, Wash. — Barbara Hedg-
es liked Rick Neuheisel as a per-
son as much as she respected him
as a football coach.

So as Washington’s athletic di-
rector, she took no delight in fir-
ing him, she testified Wednesday
in his lawsuit against the universi-
ty and the NCAA.

“Rick and I were friends,”
Hedges said during her third day
of testimony in King County Supe-
rior Court. “It’s very difficult to
say something like that to a friend,
who happens to be an employee.”

Questioned by university law-
yer Lou Peterson, Hedges de-
scribed “an extremely difficult
meeting” with Neuheisel on June
5, 2003, one day after the Hus-
kies’ coach was asked by NCAA
investigators about his gambling
on NCAA basketball.

“We talked about his options:
termination or resigning,” Hedg-
es recalled. “At that meeting, it
was very clear to me — and to
Rick Neuheisel — that he would
no longer be the head coach at
Washington.

Neuheisel contends he was un-
fairly fired as Washington’s
coach and that the NCAA pres-
sured the school to dismiss him.

Peterson offered Hedges’ testi-
mony to indicate to jurors that the
decision to fire Neuheisel was
made June S and not after several
days of pressure from NCAA offi-
cials, as Neuheisel alleges.

Hedges testified that the main
reason for the firing was dishones-
ty, not gambling.

Hedges, who retired in January
2004, said she and former univer-
sity president Lee Huntsman
knew they had to fire Neuheisel
after he initially told NCAA inves-
tigators on June 4, 2003, he never
bet on college basketball.

Later that day, Neuheisel re-
canted, admitting he had partici-
pated in auction-style NCAA bas-
Kketball pools with neighbors.

When she fired him June 11,
Hedges said Neuheisel had also
lied about interviewing for the
San Francisco 49ers’ head coach-
ing job in February 2003, and that
she and Huntsman had warned
him that further lies wouldn't be
tolerated.

Southern CGal wins again

Two-time defending national champions judged to have
country’s top recruiting class for second straight year

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

Southern California finished re-
cruiting with a flourish.

Several blue chip prospects
who entered signing day uncom-
mitted ended it headed to USC as
the two-time defending national
champions continued to stockpile
talent Wednesday.

Rivals.com has the Trojans’
class rated No. 1 in the nation,
just like last year.

“It’s been a hallmark of ours,
getting great classes and putting
them together one after the other,
which has allowed us to reach the
level of success we have,” USC
coach Pete Carroll said.

Unlike last year, the Trojans
weren't a consensus No. 1 among
the leading recruiting analysts —
but they were close.

Max Emfinger ranked USC sec-
ond behind Oklahoma. Allen Wal-
lace of SuperPrep and Scout.com
put USC No. 3, with Tennessee
first and Michigan second. The
Trojans were third behind Ne-
braska and Tennessee, according
to Tom Lemming of ESPN.com
and College Sports Television.

USC landed two of the nation’s
best linebackers (Brian Cushing
from New Jersey and Luthur
Brown from California) and two
of the top defensive linemen
(Walker Ashley from Minnesota
and Kyle Moore from Georgia) on
Wednesday. All four were uncom-
mitted when the day started.

“It looked like it might not have
been their year, but it turned on a
dime,” Bobby Burton of Ri-
vals.com said of the Trojans. “To
have back-to-back No. 1-ranked
recruiting classes is unheard of.”

Quarterback Mark Sanchez
and linebacker Rey Maualuga
from California and wide receiv-
er Patrick Turner from Tennes-
see highlight the Tro-

Tackle DeMarcus Granger
from Texas and linebacker Ryan
Reynolds from Nevada were con-
sidered among the best defensive
players in the country.

“This class met our needs, and
I am especially happy about the
quantity and quality of the line-
men on both sides of the ball,”
Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said.
“We needed to do well there, and
we did.”

Like USC, Florida State closed
strong and joined perennial pow-
ers Michigan, Georgia and Miami
with highly rated classes. But also

Texas on several players and
came away with the school’s best
recruiting class in years.

“We want to be able to recruit
the best in the nation,” Fran-
chione said. “We want to continue
to enhance our image nationally.”

The Vols haven’t had a class re-
garded this highly since 2000,
when coach Phillip Fulmer
brought in a group that included
linebacker Kevin Burnett, offen-
sive linemen Jason Respert and
Michael Munoz, tight end Jason
Witten and quarterback Casey
Clausen.

Max Emfinger
1. 0klahoma
2. Southern Cal

Tom Lemmi
S|

klahoma

7. Florida
8. Georgia 7 Texas A
9. Miami

10. Michigan S Forida state
10. Virginia Tech

Rating the recruiting classes

The top 10 recruiting classes as rated by four of the top recruiting analysts:

Allen Wallace Rivals.com
Super Prep and  1.Southern Cal
Scout.com 2. 0klahoma

3. Tennessee
4. Florida State
5. Ne

&M

6. Nebraska

T.Georia

GaEre 10. California

10.lowa

cracking the top 10s were Nebras-
ka and Texas A&M, two schools
trying to return to the nation’s
elite.

Nebraska coach Bill Callahan
did particularly well recruiting
the junior colleges. It's a class
that might have an immediate im-
pact on the Cornhuskers, who
were 5-6 last season.

“A year from now, everyone
will be talking about this Nebras-
ka class as their greatest in the
last 25 years,” Lemming sai

Texas A&M coach Dennis Fran-
chione, heading into his third sea-
son with the Aggies, went
head-to-head with Oklahoma and

“They’re back to familiar
ground,” Wallace said.

The Volunteers signed 27 play-
ers on the first and busiest day of
the national signing period, and
went into the Midwest and all
over the South for top prospects.

“You have to do that at Tennes-
see, where you don’t have that
homegrown talent,” Burton said.

Coming off a 10-3 season, the
Vols signed defensive end Ray-
mond Henderson from Wiscon-
sin, linebacker Andre Mathis
from Pennsylvania, defensive
back Adam Myers-White from
Ohio, and linebacker Rico McCoy
from Washington, D.C. All were
rated among the best players at

jans’ class.
Sanchez will have to

Where the top prospects went

their positions national-
ly.
Tennessee’s top-rated

sit behind Heisman Tro-
phy winner Matt Lein-
art, who decided to re-
turn for his senior sea-
son despite having the
chance to be the No. 1
pick in the upcoming
NFL Dra

Carmlls reputation
for playing freshmen
keeps the Trojans’ al-
ready loaded roster
from scaring away the
best high school players.

“We had players of
the year from four
states and others who
are coming to do some-
thing special,” Carroll
said. “They’re not con-
cerned about depth
charts, just about oppor-
tunity.”

Oklahoma’s 55-19 loss
to USC in the Orange
Bowl last month didn’t
hurt the Sooners in re-
cruiting. The Sooners’
two prized recruits were
on the defensive side.

‘The top 10 high school players as rated by four of the top recruit-

ing analysts (school of cholce In parentheses):
Is.c

3 amck ‘Turner, WR, 6-5, 220, Nashville, Tenn. (US(
3 Monroe, OT, 6-6, 315, Plainfield, N.J. (V\rgrnla)
20, U 63,477

Jelvin Ala ndallstown, Md. (Maryland)
ey Maualy ureka, Co

red Rou 4,190, Tallahas: Florida State)
L e \ne.o, ENES

xas (Texas ARM)

Martellus Bennett, TE, 6-7, 242, Taylor, T

eggie Youngblood, OT, 6.6, 25, Houston (Miiami)

10. Jonathan Stewart, R, 5-10, 225, 4. 52 Lacey, Wash. (Oregon)
SuperPrep/Scout.cor ce

: Eugene Monroe, OT, 6,315, A rainia)

 Mark Sanchez, 0B, &4, 215, Wission Vie

 Derrick Willams, At vl i (Penn State)

. atriccTumer, WR, 6%, 730, Nashoie: “Tenn, (USC)
Phillips, DB, 6:3, 216, Miami (Waiami)

B Cushing. b, €3 23 Oradel . (US0)
Ui King 6, G, 180,434, BASDUNGH, ba. (enn State)

; DeMarcus Granger, T, &2, 325, Dalles (Oktal

Rotans S K5 3116742 Pehokes, . (erida tate)
0. Fred Rouse, WR, 6-4, 190, 1auahassee Fla. (Florida State)

B, 62, 21n Reserve, La. (LSU)
ace) yvaéh Oreom

. Ryan Perrilloux,

ia state)
8,510,227, . and Raplds, M Vichigam)
1 z Nortn Hollywodd, Calf (Nebraska)
ong Beach, Cai. California)
o Ko SNITES, 6. .3 216, arm (Ram

Max Emfing

: Ryan Perrlloux, 0B, 6.2, 210, Reserve, La. (LSU)
Patrick Turner, WR, 65, 220, Nashville, Tenn. (USC)
lams, Ath, &1, 187, Roosevelt, M, o state)
Wision Vieo,Calf. (Usc)
63302 aas lokiahorts

242, Taylor, Yexas (Texas A&M)
3,253, Eureka, Calif, (USC)
0. Ryan Reynolds, LB, 6-2, 220, Las Vegas (Oklahoma)

Ri
ki Derick Williams, Athlet, 6-foot1, 167 pounds, Roosevelt, Md.

recruit, cornerback De-
memce Morley, is from
Miami

“The University of
Tennessee is a great
product to sell with the
traditions, facilities and
academic support,” Ful-
mer said. “If we can get
them to campus, then
we've got a chance to
sign them.”

Ryan Perrilloux, a quar-
terback from Reserve,
La., considered by ana-
lysts to be a consensus
top-20 player, signed
with LSU He had orally
to Texas.
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Philadelphia ‘Freak’ show

Acquisition of DE Kearse helped Eagles take next step

BY ROB MAADDI
The Associated Press

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla.
— Jevon Kearse is stronger than
most linemen, faster than some
running backs and so quick off
his first step that he’s been known
to slip around blockers un-
touched.

In this league, where jaw-drop-
ping athleticism is never more
than a locker away, Kearse
stands out so much that his nick-
name is “The Freak.”

On defense, Kearse has almost
equaled the impact Terrell
Owens had on the offense in both
players’ first season with the Phil-
adelphia Eagles. A disruptive
force on the field, Kearse signifi-
cantly bolstered the pass rush
and solidified one of the best de-
fenses in the NFL.

Now comes Philadelphia’s big-
gest challenge: Stopping Tom
Brady and the New England Patri-
ots in the Super Bowl.

“All across the line, they’ve got
the O-line, tight ends, receivers,
quarterback, running back. They
have all the goods,” Kearse said
Wednesday. “In a situation like
that, you have no choice but to go
in and give them all you have.”

Kearse already played in one
Super Bowl, a gut-wrenching loss
to St. Louis in his rookie season
with Tennessee. He spent part of
this week giving his teammates
advice on handling the pressures
of playing in the big game.

“Me and Dorsey (Levens) had
to remind everybody that this trip
is only fun when you win,”
Kearse said.

Eagles defensive coordinator
Jim Johnson utilized Kearse’s
speed by playing him at both end
spots and sometimes at lineback-
er, confounding quarterbacks
and the offensive line.

Philadelphia finished second in
the league with 47 sacks, includ-
ing 7%: from Kearse, who didn’t
play the last two regular-season
games because the Eagles had al-

Defensive end Jevon Kearse, who signed as a free agent during the
offseason, accounted for 7% of the Eagles’ 47 sacks this season.

ready clinched the No. 1 seed in
the NFC.

A first-round pick in 1999,
Kearse spent five years with the
Titans, establishing himself as
one of the NFL’s premier sack art-
ists. He signed a $66 million,
eight-year contract with the Ea
gles on the first day of the free
agency period last March, hoping
to get another chance to win a
championship.

“This is what every player
wants,” Kearse said. “I know how
much this team has been through
the last four years, knocking on
the door but not getting in. This

year, we want to get through the
door, run through the house and
out the back door. Now that we're
here, we have to cash in.”
Kearse and the rest of Philly’s
defense were overshadowed by
Donovan McNabb, Terrell Owens
and a high-powered offense. But,
no team was tougher to score
against when the games mat-
tered. The Eagles gave up the few-
est points (222) in the first 15
games, before the reserves gave
up 38 in the meaningless regu-
lar- season finale against Cincin-

nat
Johnson, who has a knack for

confusing quarterbacks and shut-
ting down prolific offenses with
his complex schemes, is busy
cooking up another one of his in-
novative game plans to stop the
Patriots.

Some of the best quarterbacks
in the league had a tough time
against the Eagles this season.

Brett Favre had his worst game
in Philadelphia. Daunte Culpep-
per struggled in the playoffs
against the Eagles. Michael Vick
never had a chance in the NFC
championship game.

If Brady has time to throw, he’s
going against a secondary that in-
cludes free safety Brian
Dawkins, Pro Bowl strong safety
Michael Lewis, All-Pro corner-
back Lito Sheppard and corner-
back Sheldon Brown, who proba-
bly was Philadelphia’s most con-
sistent defensive back.

Sheppard and Brown quickly
earned respect with a strong per-
formance  against Minnesota’s
Randy Moss in Week 2. They si-
lenced critics who thought the Ea-
gles would miss five-time Pro
Bowl cornerback Troy Vincent
and nine-year starter Bobby Tay-
lor.

Middle linebacker Jeremiah
Trotter solidified the run defense,
which had been Philadelphia’s
only weakness, when he became
a starter midway through the sea-
son. Trotter, who began the year
playing special teams, was so
dominant he earned his third trip
to the Pro Bow] after making just
seven starts.

Trotter, along with defensive
tackles Corey Simon, Darwin

Walker, Hollis Thomas and Sam
Rayburn, are the key to stopping
New England’s Corey Dillon, who
ran for 1,635 yards and 12 TDs.

“There’s a lot to be concerned
about with those guys,” said
Brady, who has been MVP of two
Super Bowls in the past three
years. “They have playmakers at
every position. They can force
you to turn the ball over. They are
Very explosive on defense and
you usually don’t hear that.”

NFL sources:
RB E. Smith
set to retire

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — NFL
career rushing leader Emmitt
Smith is retiring after 15 years,
two sources within the NFL said.

Smith, who starred for the Dal-
las Cowboys for 13 seasons and
spent the past two years with Ari-
zona, will make the announce-
ment in the afternoon at the site
of the Super Bowl, according to
the sources, who spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condition of ano-
nymity.

He is expected to sign a
one-day contract with Dallas so
he can retire as a Cowboy. Dallas
owner Jerry Jones will be at the
ceremony.

The 35-year-old Smith ran for
18,355 yards and 164 touchdowns
in his career, both NFL records.
He rushed for 937 yards and nine
touchdowns for the Cardinals this
season.

He was more consistent than
spectacular, a running back who
could be relied on to get tough
yards.

He rushed for 1,000 yards or
more every year between 1991
and 2001. He led the NFL in rush-
ing in 1991, 1992 and 1995 and in
touchdowns in three seasons.

But despite his impressive sta-
tistics, he won just two major
awards in 15 seasons — NFL
MVP in 1993 and the Super Bowl
MVP that same season, when he
rushed for 130 yards and two
touchdowns in the Cowboys”
30-13 win over Buffalo in Atlanta.

He won those despite missing
the first two games of that season
in a contract dispute with Jones.
Smith finished that regular sea-
son with perhaps his greatest
game, an overtime win over the
New York Giants at the Meadow-

ds.

Smith separated his shoulder in
the third quarter but returned to
the game. He carried the ball on
nine of the Cowboys’ 11 plays in
the extra period.

He finished with 229 total
yards and a touchdown on 32 car-
Ties and 10 receptions., the heavi-
est workload in team history, then
spent the night in a hospital.

Patriots’ Seymour practices, should play in Super Bowl

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
All-Pro defensive lineman Rich-
ard Seymour completed his first
full practice in nearly six weeks
Wednesday and should play for
New England in the Super Bowl
against Philadelphia.

“He did everything we asked
him to do, so he’s good to go,”
coach Bill Belichick said.

Seymour, an All-Pro the past
two years and a Pro Bowler in
three of his four years in the NFL,
injured his left knee Dec. 26
against the New York Jets and
missed the past three games, two
in the postseason. Jarvis Green
started in Seymour’s absence, re-
cording 15 tackles, a sack and a
forced fumble.

Seymour has been one of the
big playmakers for New England
the past two seasons. He had five

sacks and a forced fumble this
year, and returned a Drew Bled-
soe fumble 68 yards for a touch-
down against Buffalo.

A co-captain on defense, Sey-
moure plays both ends in the 3-4
defense and tackle in pass-rush-
ing situations.

In some respects, he is the de-
fensive equivalent of Terrell
Owens, the Philadelphia wide re-
ceiver who said Tuesday he will
play after being out since Dec. 19
with an ankle injury. Asked earli-
er in the week if he compared
himself to Owens, the soft-spoken
Seymour laughed and replied:
“We're the exact opposite.”

Meanwhile, linebacker Ted

Johnson returned to practice and
did not appear to have any prob-
lems from a leg injury that kept
him out Monday.

The field was in better shape,
too.

Belichick complained ~about
loose footing at Bartram Trail
High School on Monday, but said
conditions had improved.

“We were slipping on it, but not
like Monday,” he said.

Garrett hired as

Dolphins QB coach
DAUVIE, Fla. — The Miami Dol-
phins hired Jason Garrett as quar-

terbacks coach Wednesday.
Garrett played with three NFL
teams over a 12-year career that
culminated in a six-game stint
with the Dolphins in 2004. Best
known for being Troy Aikman’s
backup in Dallas during the

1990s, Garrett threw his last NFL.
pass in 1999.

In parts of 40 career games,
Garrett completed 165 of 294
passes for 2,042 yards with 11
touchdowns and five intercep-

AlsA) Wednesday, wide receiver
Kendall Newson signed a
one-year deal to return to the
team. Newson spent the 2004 sea-
son on injured reserve, after tear-
ing his left Achilles’ tendon in a
preseason game Aug. 14 against
Jacksonville. He caught two pass-
es for 55 yards in his rookie sea-
son two years ago.

CB Surtain gets 0K
from Miami to seek trade
MIAMI — Miami Dolphins cor-

nerback Patrick Surtain has re-
ceived permission to seek a trade
because the team is pessimistic
about reaching agreement on a
contract extension, his agent said.

Surtain, a three-time Pro Bowl
selection, would cost the Dol-
phins more than $8.3 million
against the salary cap in 2005, the
final year of his contract. The
team has until March 2 to cut $17
million off the cap and can save a
little more than $6 million by trad-
ing Surtain.

Agent Gary Uberstine worked
for two years on a contract exten-
sion. With talks at an impasse,
Uberstine said he received ap-
proval Monday from Dolphins
general manager Rick Spielman
to pursue a trade.

“We're going to direct our ener-
gy and focus to trying to arrange
atrade,” Uberstine said.

The Dolphins and new coach
Nick Saban declined to comment
Wednesday. Saban earlier ac-
knowledged he’ll face difficult de-
cisions because of the salary cap
situation he inherited.
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Browns donate tickets to Marines

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — As he
recovered from a wound in Iraq,
Marine Lance Cpl. Michael
Berninger figured he would
watch the Super Bowl on televi-

sion and cheer
for his New En-
gland Patriots

better seat for
the game.

The Cleveland Browns have do-
nated Super Bowl tickets to S0
U.S. Marines who recently re-
turned from Iraq and Afghani-
stan or are about to be deployed
for active duty in those nations.

“I have never been so sur-
prised and grateful for a gift like
this, even on Christmas morn-

ing,” said Berninger of Martha’s
Vineyard, Mass. “I am definitely
aNew Englander and have never
been to a college game or an NFL
game, let alone the Super Bowl. I
can’t wait to go root on my team.”

The Browns’ donation — Super
Bowl tickets are priced at $500
and $600 apiece — will go to Ma-
rines currently serving at Camp
Lejeune, N.C.; Parris Island, S.C.;
Reserve Command in New Or-
leans and U.S. Central Command
in Tampa, Fla. The donation is an
extension of the club’s “Hats Off
to Our Heroes” program that hon-
ors members of the military.

“It was a wonderful act to see

wise never would have thought
about attending a Super Bowl.”

The Browns have a special con-
nection to the Corps. Late owner
Al Lerner was a first lieutenant in
the Marines from 1955-57. The
club flies the Marine flag outside
its team offices in Berea, Ohio,
participates in the “Toys for
Tots” program and Marine jets
do ceremonial fly-overs as part of
pregame festivities during the
season.

“This is but a small gesture for
some of the men and women of
our country who have so selfless-
ly devoted themselves to the ser-
vice of our nation,” the club said
ina

that
the contributions these young Ma-
rines are making to our country,”
said Col. Jim Walker, secretary to
the commandant of the Marine
Corps. “This will truly be a spe-
cial event for Marines who other-

Don’t give up your day job

Pittsburgh _ Steelers quarter-
back Ben Roethlisberger and
Hall of Fame quarterback Joe
Montana, along with other NFL

stars, hope to match their football
prowess with their singing ability
for the Super Bowl.

The current and former play-
ers collaborated to sing “Tomor-
row” from the Broadway musical
“Annie,” and the rendition will
air as a 60-second commercial
during the game.

A similar commercial featuring
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones and
coach Bill Parcells aired last
year.

Others singing this year in-
clude: Tampa Bay coach Jon
Gruden, Cincinnati coach Marvin
Lewis and receiver Chad
Johnson, New York Jets running
back Curtis Martin, Tennessee
quarterback Steve McNair, Dal-
las safety Roy Williams, Minneso-
ta quarterback Daunte Culpep-
per, and Jacksonville quarter-
back Byron Leftwich and offen-
sive lineman Ephraim Salaam.
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New England Patriots strong
safety Rodney Harrison catches
his breath during practice in Jack-
sonville, Fla., on Wednesday.

Glue: Safety
leading team
by example

GLUE, FROM BACK PAGE

to stay here, you need to listen to
me,’ ” Gay said. “T have been lis-
tening to him and now I am start-
ing in the Super Bowl. So it has
meant a lot to me.”

The secondary was New En-
gland’s biggest question heading
into its first playoff game, against
the Indianapolis Colts and their
record-setting quarterback. Man-
ning was unable to take advan-
tage of them, and the Patriots
won 20-3.

“It’s a great testament to him.
He's able to really just go out
there and play well regardless of
who is next to him,” linebacker
Don Davis said of Harrison. “He’s
like, ‘Yeah, put him there and
then we're going to get it done.””

When he joined the Patriots in
2003, Harrison brought with him
a reputation as one of the dirtiest
players in the league. In his sec-
ond practice with New England,
he clocked Brown on a route
across the middle, flattened run-
ning back Kevin Faulk and had
words with offensive lineman
Matt Light.

But a month later, Harrison
had so impressed his teammat
that a group asked coach Bill Beli-
chick to make him one of the de-
fensive captains.

“He’s a crazy man. That's my
dog,” Eagles safety Brian Dawk-
ins said. “I love the way he plays
the game. Almost every play you
see him getting into it with some-
body, some kind of altercation.
He’s always been that way.”

arrison remains one of the
most-frequently fined players in
the NFL, having been docked
more than $350,000 for illegal
hits in his career. The letters
from NFL discipline czar Gene
Washington have become so rou-
tine that Harrison doesn’t bother
reading them; the fines are auto-
matically deducted from his pay-
checks.

“I don’t worry about the
money. . . . 'm going to keep play-
ing the way I play,” Harrison
said. “Of course it pays off be-
cause they look for you and they
know who you are — even though
they don't vote for you [for the
Pro Bowl] and you don’t have
many friends around the league.

“But, when you get that respect
and you have guys come up to
you and tell you, I don’t like you,
but I love the way you play,’ that's
all you ask for.”
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Pats’ subs emerge

Vet Harrison
provides DBs
a safety net

BY JIMMY GOLEN
The Associated Press

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. — The
New England Patriots ended last
year’s Super Bowl with two subs
in the secondary.

This year, they're starting the
game that way.

The Patriots will face the Phila-
delphia Eagles with a patchwork
defensive backfield that features
a converted receiver, an undraft-
ed free agent and a guy who was
out of football most of the year.

“We've got a lot of talented
guys on our defense that are real-
Iy versatile,” linebacker Willie
McGinest said. “I think that’s
what makes us so special.”

It goes beyond the secondary.
Most of the linebackers played on
the defensive line in college.

“If you're backing up a guy,
youve got to definitely be ready
to step in at any time,” McGinest
said. “First string, second string
— whatever — everybody gets
reps, everybody prepares hard,
everybody understands the game
plan because we've been in situa-
tions in the last few years where
you have two guys go down and
other guys step in and play really
well.”

The Patriots won their second
NFL title in three years last sea-
son, holding off the Carolina Pan-
thers in the Super Bowl despite
losing both safeties during the
game — Rodney Harrison to a
broken arm and Eugene Wilson
to a groin injury.

This year, the problem is with
the cornerbacks. Tyrone Poole
was injured in Week 3, and Ty
Law, a four-time Pro Bowl selec-
tion, went out four games later.

The Patriots have since subbed
and shuffled and managed to fin-
ish 14-2 for the second consecu-
tive season. In the playoffs, they
shut down NFL MVP Peyton Man-
ning and rookie of the year Ben
Roethlisberger in back-to-back
weeks.

Harrison and Wilson have set-
tled in at safety, with rookie Ran-
dall Gay and Asante Samuel at
the corners, backed up by wide re-
ceiver Troy Brown and Hank
Poteat, a former Steelers special
teamer who had gone back to get
his college degree when the Patri-
ots signed him last month.

The defensive line features end
Richard Seymour, an All-Pro who
missed the last three games with
aleg injury. McGinest plays line-
backer with Ted Johnson, Mike
Vrabel and Tedy Bruschi, who

AP

New England Patriots safety Rodney Harrison returns an interception 87 yards for a touchdown in AFC Cham-
pionship game. Harrison “is the glue of our secondary,” said rookie cornerback Randall Gay.

was added to the Pro Bowl this
week.

“Guys like that, most teams
would die to have,” Eagles quar-
terback Donovan McNabb said.
“No one really talks about them.”

Instead, most of the attention
has been paid to the secondary

and its struggles to make it from
week to week. The one constant
has been Harrison.

“Rodney is the glue of our sec-
ondary,” said Gay, who went
from an undrafted free agent to
starter because of the injuries.
“He has more experience than all
of us together.”

Harrison passed that on to his
teammates.

“Right after Ty got hurt, he
came to me and told me that I was
the starter and that he expected
me to play like a starter. ... He
would always tell me, ‘If you want
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